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Today’s Lesson Title:  “THE DIRTY THIRTIES”-much has been written and said about the “Dust Bowl” years-some true-some mostly myth.  This week we will focus on 1930-1945.  Hopefully, we can separate myth  from fact.   One fact is this-the decade seemed to be starting off politically as “more of the same old same old.”  But then in spite of the weather and the Great Depression Oklahomans finally seemed to be getting government right.

 WILLIAM H. MURRAY(Alfalfa Bill)-the story of Oklahoma can not be told without giving considerable attention to “Alfalfa Bill” Murray.  A native Texan, he went to college and became first a school teacher and then a successful lawyer.  He married a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation and began his rise in Oklahoma politics.  He served on the committee to make Indian Territory the state of Sequoyah, he got himself elected President of the Constitutional Convention in 1907, became the Speaker of the House of the Oklahoma State Legislature, and served as one of our Congressmen in Washington, D.C.(his one idea was to build a dormitory for the Congressmen to stay in so they wouldn’t have to rent expensive apartments in Washington).  Then, in 1930, he got himself elected governor of Oklahoma.  Until he was about 40 he wouldn’t allow himself to be photographed in anything but faded, bib overalls.  Then he started wearing a “Colonel Sander’s white suit” and black tie.  He chewed tobacco and it always showed the tobacco spots.
BAD PUBLICITY-the first thing “Alfalfa Bill” did when he moved into the governor’s mansion was to take his mule “Sal” and plow up the front and back yards and plant potatoes.  This earned him a picture on the front page of the New York Times.  The next “incident” involved his native Texas.  The good citizens of Texas gave 5 million of their tax dollars to build a

