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By late 1923, President Coolidge and Congress were beginning to  wonder if statehood had been granted to Oklahoma Territory before they were ready to handle it.  What were the people of Oklahoma to learn from all this?  Maybe just because a politician promises you the “sun, moon, and stars” and a barbeque you shouldn’t necessarily trust them-they might not be the most qualified. 

___________________________________________________

 HENRY S. JOHNSTON-was a lawyer from Perry.  In 1926, he became the 6th governor of Oklahoma.  He had some strange personal habits.  For one, he smoked peyote(cactus seeds and a hallucinogen)in a teepee in his back yard in Perry.  For another, he kept a personal astrologer on his staff to help him decide state business.  Most Oklahomans believed he was member of the Klan because he gave amnesty to most of those thrown in prison by Walton who were members of the Klan.  The final thing that pushed most conservative Oklahomans over the edge was the fact that the  unmarried Johnston lived with his personal administrative assistant O.O. Hammonds in the governor’s mansion.   When the newspapers questioned the propriety of him living in “sin” with his secretary in the governor’s mansion he said they were like wolves attacking a “ewe lamb.”  It came to be known as the “Ewe lamb affair.”  The state legislature impeached and convicted him of “general incompetence” in 1929 putting him out of office.

By 1930, the voters of Oklahoma were beginning to wonder if they would ever get it right.  They would-just in time to usher in the “dirty thirties.”

