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Today’s Lesson Title:  DECADE OF DISORDER-THE 1920s part II-in fairness the first 25 years of statehood were not all bad. By 1917, we were able to build a new state capitol building in Oklahoma City (even if we were too cheap to put a dome on it).  Most counties of the 77 built solid, stone courthouses.  Even so, at one point in the 1920s the U.S. Congress and President Coolidge wondered if Oklahoma Territory had been granted statehood too soon.  Part Two of “Decade of Disorder” will deal with some of the problems we had as a state with self-governance.  

John C. Walton-“Iron Jack” was elected governor in 1922.  He had been a great mayor of Oklahoma City.  He was wealthy.  For his inauguration he held a barbeque at the Oklahoma City Fairgrounds.  He paid for feeding 300,000 Oklahomans.  They ate 289 cows, 70 hogs, 30 sheep, 3,540 rabbits, 4,000 chickens, 110 turkeys, 34 ducks, 25 squirrels, 15 deer, 135 possums, and 3 bears. Everybody loved “Iron Jack”-until he caught on to the fact that the KKK had gotten control of the state legislature and he encouraged the state attorney general to crack down on them for civil rights abuses. It didn’t help that he had appointed his cousin(who hadn’t even graduated from high school)President of Oklahoma A & M(OSU).  The legislature began impeachment proceedings in 1922.  Governor Walton responded by setting up the state militia with machine guns on the state capitol steps and threatened to shoot any state legislator who tried to enter the building.  So the state legislators moved their session across the street to the State Historical Society, held hearings of impeachment and convicted Governor Walton of “incompetence.”  

