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WWI, a “Bible thumping” evangelist in Indianapolis began preaching separation of the races based on Old Testament passages and the KKK was reborn.  Second only to the membership in Indiana was the KKK membership in Oklahoma and more particularly in Tulsa.  In 1918,1919, and 1920, the KKK met in a meadow in southwest Tulsa near 41st and Union to burn crosses and lynch “coloreds.”  The Tulsa police ignored what was going on because many of them(including the Chief of Police) belonged to the KKK.

GREENWOOD-the “Black Wall Street.”  That’s what they called it in the newspapers.  Tulsa’s black community was the richest in America.  As Tulsa had grown wealthy on oil in WWI so had Greenwood.  A lot of poor whites resented blacks who had more money than them. 

THE TULSA RACE RIOT-occurred on May 30 and 31st, 1921.  It started because a young Negro man named Dick Rowland was accused of attempted rape(the person who accused him stated a few hours later she had been wrong).  The afternoon edition of the Tulsa Tribune ran the headline Negro Man Accused of Attempted Rape.

No one knows who fired the first shot but it came down to a confrontation between members of the KKK and Negro veterans of WWI who knew how to shoot guns.  The result was the worst race riot in U.S. history.  No one knows for sure how many died-at least 75 and maybe as many as 300.  36 square blocks of north Tulsa were burned to the ground.  The state militia was called in to restore order but too late.  For years the Petroleum Club(the wealthy leaders of Tulsa)kept it out of the history books.  Tulsa has never recovered from the effects of the race riot of 1921.

The early 1920s were difficult years but the worst was yet to come.
