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Today’s Lesson Title:  OKLAHOMA-1912-1920-the changes that occurred during Oklahoma’s second decade of statehood had more to do with changes happening nationwide than from changes within the state.  Today, we will focus on 1912-1920.

The 16th and 17th Amendments-brought direct election of U.S. Senators and the personal income tax to Oklahomans. This was significant because Tulsa already had more oil millionaires with huge personal incomes than any other city in North America.

THE SOCIALIST PARTY-basically sided with the poor against the rich.  Between 1907 and 1916 one in five of Oklahoma voters voted for Socialist candidates.  In 1912, six socialist candidates were elected to the state legislature-Dick Kirkpatrick from Dewey County, George Wilson elected state senator from the second Congressional District, Charles Henry Ingham from Major County,  Thomas McLemore from Beckham County, Ned Pritchett from the Swanson Legislative District, and Sidney Hill from Roger Mills County.  During this period Oklahoma had one of the largest Socialist Party membership in the 48 states.  Why?  Only one out of ten farmers in Oklahoma farmed land they owned.  Nine out of ten were struggling tenant farmers or sharecroppers.  They felt the Socialist Party represented the interests of the poor man.

OPPOSITION TO WORLD WAR I-not everyone believed President Wilson’s promise that America’s involvement in World War I would make the world “safe for democracy.”  William Jennings Bryan-candidate for President several times and Wilson’s Secretary of State resigned because he did not agree with America getting involved in World War I.  The Socialist Party leader’s in Oklahoma  agreed  saying-it  was  a 

