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distribution of alcohol.  Billup’s Booze Bill(as the newspaper’s called it) got the job done.  Most Oklahomans supported the law because they felt it would protect Indians and poor whites from the temptations of alcohol.  However, wealthy and upper middle class Oklahomans continued to quietly keep their liquor cabinets restocked because after all they could “handle it.”

THE SMOKED MEAT OR SNAKE REBELLION –was the last Indian “uprising” after statehood.  It was led by Crazy Snake-a full-blooded Creek who was attempting to resist citizenship and being forced to live on an allotment.  It occurred in 1909.

THE TWO CENT FARE-made it state law that railroads couldn’t charge passengers more than 2 cents a mile.  This made it cheap for Oklahomans to travel around their state and it promoted unity by interaction of citizens.

THE BANK GUARENTY LAW-required state banks pay one percent of their daily deposits into a bank insurance fund that would protect all of the savings accounts in the banks if the bank failed.  This encouraged Oklahomans to put their savings in bank accounts instead of fruit jars buried in the back yard.

THE NEW JERUSALEM PLAN-called for all state services and colleges to be moved to Guthrie.  Of course Stillwater, Norman, and Tahlequah opposed this-not to mention Vinita or McAlester who didn’t want to lose the jobs surrounding the prison and mental hospital.

MOVING THE STATE CAPITAL-from day one, April 22, 1889, Oklahoma City outgrew Guthrie.  By 1910, Guthrie had 25,000 people and Oklahoma City had 100,000.  Governor Haskell pushed to move the capital to Oklahoma City.  A family in Oklahoma City donated their farm for the new capital buildings and on June 11, 1910, the voters of Oklahoma overwhelmingly voted to move the capital to Oklahoma City.  Governor Haskell moved the state seal that night before all the ballots were counted they said he “stole it.”

