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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FIRST 25 YEARS OF STATEHOOD

At 12 noon, on November 16, 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt flipped a telegraph switch in the White House in Washington, D.C.  telling dignitaries in Guthrie that he had signed the bill authorizing Oklahoma become the 46th state in the Union.  It entered the Union 18th in size(69,919 square miles).  It had 77 counties-most designated and named during the territorial years-OSAGE the largest and MCINTOSH the smallest.   The first ten years went fairly well, but by 1921, the President and Congress were wondering if they had made Oklahoma a state before it was ready for self-governance.  This week we will focus on these first 25 turbulent years of statehood.

CHARLES N. HASKELL-a member of the Creek Nation by marriage, became the first elected governor of Oklahoma.  The new constitution required several laws be passed during his governorship:

Jim Crowe Codes-refers to laws that restrict the civil right  of Negro citizens.   During the territorial years Negro students attended public schools with both whites and Indians.  All of that changed with the Supreme Court ruling Plessy v Ferguson 1896.  The new Oklahoma Constitution required all public accommodations be “separate but equal.”  Several laws had to be passed by the state legislature requiring separate bathrooms, water fountains, public school, and public supported colleges.  Langston University was started to provide a college education for Negro students.

Prohibition-the  new  state  constitution  outlawed the  sale and 

