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senators to Washington giving the Democrats a majority in the U.S. Senate.  The Republican controlled Congress knew they had to act and act fast to set things in motion to end up with one state(hopefully Republican)called Oklahoma.

THE HAMILTON BILL OF 1906(sometimes called the Oklahoma Enabling Act) –set a time line in motion to turn Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory into one state by 1907.  It required that the leaders of the two territories write a state constitution.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION-55 representatives from each of the territories plus two Osage Indians were elected as delegates to the convention(112 all total).  The convention met in early 1907 in Guthrie.  William H. Murray(Alfalfa Bill) was elected president of the convention.  The constitution was modeled after the U.S. Constitution with 3 branches.  They decided to outlaw the sale of alcohol in the state and segregate the schools.  Governors would be allowed to serve one four year term and no more.  The convention was overwhelmingly controlled by Democrats .  The convention completed its business by September and President Roosevelt said he would sign off on Oklahoma becoming a state on November 16, 1907.

STATEHOOD DAY-on November 16, 1907, 50,000 people crowded into Guthrie and met in front of the steps of the Carnegie Library to watch a cowboy symbolically marry an Indian maiden-symbolizing the joining of the two territories into one brand new state called Oklahoma and much to the chagrin of the Republicans it turned out to be a solidly Democratic state and the Democrats would control the state for the next 75 years.
