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Today’s Lesson Title:  ONE STATE OR TWO???-almost immediately upon passage of the Dawes Act in 1887, Indian leaders in Indian Territory realized that in a year or two their part of America would be overrun with homesteaders.  They began to discuss the possibility of having an Indian state controlled by Indians.  Today’s Lesson will focus on how we ended up with one state called Oklahoma instead of two states.

THE SEQUOYAH MOVEMENT-that’s what the Indian statehood movement was called.  The movement was led by W.C. Rogers of the Cherokees, Charles N. Haskell of the Creeks(who later became the first governor of Oklahoma), Charles McCurtain of the Choctaws(who has a county named after him), William H.(Alfalfa Bill)Murray of the Chickasaws(who would be president of the constitutional convention of 1907, a governor, and the father of a governor), John F. Brown from the Seminole, and Pleasant Porter another chief of the Creeks.

A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION-was held in Muskogee in 1905 to draw up a constitution for the state of Sequoyah.  A constitution was written, Fort Gibson was selected as the state capital, counties were designated and named along with county seat towns for each county.  A date was even set for voting on the constitution for the Indian state.

SO WHY DIDN’T IT HAPPEN?-because most of eastern Oklahoma(Indian Territory)voted for Democrats.  President Roosevelt was a Republican and the U.S. Congress was controlled by the Republicans.  The President and Congress knew that if they allowed two states to be made instead of one that the  new  state  of  Sequoyah  would  send  two Democratic

