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Today’s Lesson Title:  OIL, BLACK GOLD, TEXAS TEA-the Indians didn’t know what it was.  They knew it made their horses sick when it got in the creeks.  They knew the creeks sometimes caught on fire whenever lightening struck.  They knew when they bathed in it, it  seemed to relieve their aches and pains(we make aspirin out of it now).  After they got their allotments many Indians who discovered the slimy stuff on their property sold it to some poor, white sucker(or so the Indian thought until he caught on).  More than anything else that occurred during the territorial years, the discovery of oil changed everything for the future of Oklahoma.

THE PHILLIPS BROTHERS-Frank and Waite were barbers in Bartlesville who had moved here from Pennsylvania.  They decided to invest some of their savings in an oil well on the north side of Bartlesville.  In 1896, the Nellie Johnstone(their well’s name)blew in a “gusher.”  The Phillips Oil Company was born.  Word quickly spread back east.

OIL CAPITAL OF THE WORLD-on June 24, 1901, a well sponsored by Dr. Fred S. Clinton named the Sue Bland No. 1,

blew in as a “gusher” near Red Fork(southwest Tulsa near Clinton Middle School and Berryhill).  In 1905,  the largest pool of oil ever discovered up to then was discovered on Ida Glenn’s farm south of Tulsa(Glenpool).  These two discoveries quickly made Tulsa the “oil capital of the world,” a title it would retain until the 1970s.  For about 30 years, Tulsa had more millionaires per capita than any other city in the world.

OIL UNDER THE RED RIVER-in 1906, an even larger pool of oil than the Glenn pool was discovered under the Red River   

