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DISSOLVING OF TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS-was the most controversial provision of the Dawes Act.  The tribes would no longer be “sovereign nations.”  Chitto-Harjo(Crazy Snake)a traditional-full-blooded Creek led a rebellion against dissolving the Creek Government.  The Keetoowah Society was a secret organization of pure-blooded Cherokee that did everything they could to resist U.S. citizenship.  The Curtis Act of 1898 spelled out in even more detail that the Indians must adopt European-American culture if they were to live in peace.

RACIALLY-it was an unusual situation in Oklahoma Territory.  The Supreme court ruling, Plessy v Ferguson- segregating schools, wasn’t handed down until 1896.  Thousands of ex-slaves who had been made U.S. citizens by the 14th Amendment claimed homesteads.  During the territorial years Negro, European-American, and Indian children all attended public school together.  But all of that would change with the adoption of the state constitution in 1907.

