105

Today’s Lesson Title:  CULTURE CLASH DURING THE TERRITORIAL YEARS-two and a half years after the Stillwater Creek Incident Congress responded by passing the Dawes Act and empowering the Dawes Commission to prepare Indian Territory for the influx of homesteaders who would eventually come.  Today’s lesson will focus on the adjustments Indians were expected to make and their response during the territorial years.

ALLOTMENTS-under the Dawes Act every Indian in Indian Territory was to be given no less than 160 acres along with the mineral rights under the acreage and through a better negotiated treaty the Osage got 500 acres apiece and the mineral rights were to be owned by the whole tribe.

THE PROBLEM-most Indians over 45 or 50 just could not understand the concept of individual ownership of land.  Under the Dawes Act they were required to show up at their tribal capitals(Tahlequah, Muskogee, Okmulgee, Pawhuska, Tishamingo, etc.), enroll as members of their respective tribes, swear allegiance to the U.S. Government as U.S. citizens, and be given title to their land.  They wouldn’t show up.  Most of the older Indians hid out in the hills of eastern Oklahoma.  They wanted to hunt and fish wherever they wanted to.  They didn’t want to be confined to a fenced in piece of property.  U.S. agents had to hunt them down and literally drag them in to be enrolled.  If they couldn’t find an Indian they went ahead and enrolled him anyway and assigned him his property.  Often agents would put an Indian on his land several times only to have him run away.  Under the Dawes Act all of this had to be completed by 1896.

