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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE TERRITORIAL YEARS-1890-1907- were difficult for the homesteaders.  The weather was unpredictable.  They didn’t know each other(everybody was a stranger-who could you trust?).  There was little law and order.  The Indians wouldn’t stay on their allotments and many got shot for trespassing.  Oil was discovered and brought out the greed in a lot of settlers.  And then there was the question-“should Oklahoma become two states or one?”  This week we will focus on these difficult, early years of Oklahoma.

LAW AND ORDER-the first 13 months there wasn’t any.  Congress had forgotten to provide and every outlaw in North America headed to the new territory because they knew no one knew anybody else and they wouldn’t be recognized. 

DISPUTES OVER LAND CLAIMS-because of how the first “run” had been handled there were killings and lawsuits over who was entitled to the too few claims available.  No one had to register or prove their citizenship or age.  The lawsuits drug on for the first seven years after the run of 89.

THE ORGANIC ACT OF 1890-gave the Oklahoma District territorial status and set it on the road to eventual statehood.  Guthrie was made the capital(35 miles north of Oklahoma City).  Federal Courts were established in Muskogee, Guthrie, and Oklahoma City.  

Life along hell’s fringe-by 1890, most Americans associated the name Oklahoma with outlaws and criminals.  Newspapers printed story after story about atrocities that went unpunished in the newest American territory.  Something had to be done if more businesses and law abiding families were going to move to the area.  The newly appointed  federal  judges  began  hiring 

