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The Run of 1891-opened up 900,000 acres of Sac Fox land.  The area now includes Stroud, Chandler, and Wellston, Oklahoma.  It can be seen along the Turner Turnpike on the way to Oklahoma City from Tulsa.  Now that there were Federal Marshals on duty participants behaved better.

The Run of 1892-opened up the Cheyenne and Arapahoe lands-some 3 million acres.  The area includes Blaine County and the towns of Geary, Watonga, Yukon, and Mustang.  People did not line up and race in this one.  They just came in gradually over a six month period by wagon and train.  It was very peaceful.

The Cherokee Strip Run-occurred on September 16, 1893 and was the largest of the seven runs.  Everybody running had to register ahead of time with the land offices or they couldn’t participate.  This cut down on fights over who was entitled to a claim.  It also made participants prove their citizenship.  6  million acres were given away and no filing fee was required.  The area includes Bartlesville, Pawnee, Perry, Ponca City, Tonkawa, Enid, and Woodward.

The Run of 1895-opened up the Kickapoo lands in southwestern Oklahoma.  It was the smallest of the runs.  Again, like the run of 1892, people moved in gradually.

The Run of 1901-opened up the Kiowa, Comanche, Apache, and Wichita lands.  The area now includes Lawton.  It was opened by lottery(by a drawing).  It was tame compared to the other runs.  151,000 acres were given away in one day.

The Run for Big Pasture in 1906-opened up the Indian land west of Lawton and Fort Sill.  It was handled through public auction-the highest bidders got the land.  Most of it was bought by investors.

The sad truth is most homesteaders didn’t last the five years it took to get the land.  Most gave it up, relinquished their claim, and moved back east closer to civilization.  The ones who remained were really tough.  Oklahoma was founded by survivors who wouldn’t give up.
