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Today’s Lesson title:  OKLAHOMA OR BUST!  THE LAND RUNS -Part II-all total seven land runs opened up Oklahoma and Indian Territory to settlement by U.S. citizens.  With each land run the government learned how to do it better and more fairly.  Today’s lesson will focus on some mistakes made and how the government learned from the mistakes each time it opened up a new section of what had been Indian Territory.

THE ORGANIC ACT-almost immediately Congress realized they had forgotten something.  Suddenly, 150,000 U.S. citizens, who mostly didn’t know or trust one another were living near each other in a new homeland.  It hadn’t occurred to anyone in Washington to provide for any kind of government or law or order in the newly opened Oklahoma District.  Hundreds of murders and robberies occurred in the first year without anyone being arrested.  Every outlaw or criminal in America flooded into the area.  No one knew anybody else so criminals knew they would go unnoticed.  There were no Federal marshals, no judges or courts and no police that first 13 months. “Vigilante law” was the only law(ordinary citizens capturing suspects and executing them). Finally, in early May 1890, Congress passed the Organic Act which provided for Territorial Government, U.S. Marshals, U.S. Courts and judges, made seven counties, added the panhandle to the Territory and made Guthrie the capital.  It also called for a census to be taken in June of 1890(which is fortunate because most of the U.S. Census from 1890 burned in a fire several years later).  If you do family history and your family lived in Oklahoma in 1890 you at least have a census record.

