100

“89ers”-April 22, 1889 dawned clear and sunny after days of thunderstorms.  At 12 noon, soldiers of the 10th Cavalry(black-Buffalo soldiers)fired their revolvers and began the most amazing scene ever played out in American history.  100,000 U.S. citizens in wagons, on bicycles, on race horses, on the train, and on foot began making their way toward 55,000 homesteads and lots.  At noon Oklahoma City had 10 humans, 5 gophers, and 3 coyotes.  By sunset there were 60,000 people living in Oklahoma City.  No place else in America had been settled in this way.  Over the next few days hundreds would be murdered in attempting to hold onto their “claims.”

THE REALITIES OF HOMESTEADING-only 1 in 5 of those who made the run of 89 were tough enough to get their land five years later.  20 years after the run only 1 out of 10 farmers in Oklahoma farmed on land they owned. The run of 1889 required a 250.00 filing fee for the privilege.  Many didn’t have the fee and had to relinquish  their claim to someone who could come up with the fee.  On top of all this 1889-1893 turned out to be “drought” years-little rain fell.  Most of the homesteaders didn’t make any money.  But someone experimented and discovered something that would grow in Oklahoma dirt-even with very little rain.  TURNIPS.  They baked them, fried them, boiled them, mashed them, ate them raw, mixed them with sugar and ate them for dessert and even fed them to their milk cows and farm animals.  Turnips kept them alive until the rain came.

The 89ers who survived those first four years were the toughest of the tough in America.  And 18 years later they would found a state called Oklahoma!

