Science Laboratory Safety Rules

While working in the lab, you will have certain responsibilities not found in other classrooms.  You must not only be foresighted and alert in your work, but cautious as well.  It is you who will be working in the laboratory and therefore, the most susceptible to injury.  Our science lab can be a safe place for everyone to carry on activities, depending on your practices.  In order to accomplish this, the practices below will be followed at all times.

 1.  Perform only authorized experiments using the materials and equipment supplied.

 2.  Follow written and verbal instructions carefully and plan ahead.

3.  No students are allowed in the chemical and equipment stockrooms.

 4.  Safety goggles will be worn during all laboratory experiments until the experiment is over or instructor 

      tells you.

 5.  Practical jokes or misconduct of any kind will not be tolerated.

 6.  Immediately notify your instructor of any accident, chemical spill, breakage, or other unplanned accident.

 7.  Do not eat or drink from any lab equipment and never taste chemicals.

 8.  Only return unused chemicals to stock bottles if instructed by the teacher.

 9.  While performing labs, keep your hands away from your face, especially your eyes.  

10.  Wash your hands thoroughly after every lab. 

11.  Know the location of the fire blanket and the fire extinguisher.

12.  Know the proper fire drill procedure.

13.  Confine long hair and loose clothing during labs, especially around flames.

14.  Never point a test tube at anyone while heating it or reacting chemicals in it.

15.  Check labels and equipment instructions carefully.  Make sure you are using the correct items and know 

       how to use them.

16.  Keep sinks and work areas clean during and after experiments are completed.

17.  When smelling the contents of a test tube or other container, waft some of the escaping vapors towards 

      you.  Never smell it directly.

18.  Use care around flames/hot plates and never place a heated object or flame near a flammable 

       substance.

19.  Always pour acids into water, slowly, while stirring the mixture,  never the opposite. 

20.  Use care when handling glass.  Hot glass looks like cool glass.  Clean up broken glass immediately using 

       a broom and dust pan.  Never place broken glass in the trash.  Place it in a special container for broken 

       glass.

21.  No materials of any kind are to be removed from the lab without the teacher’s permission.
