Survey on Music Censorship


As part of my culminating project on the history of music censorship, I took a sample poll of 5 classes at King George High School, with the approval of Principal Pociask and Superintendent Brown. With the help of Dr. Pociask, we chose 4 English classes and 1 vocational class to poll. The classes were as follows:

Subject
Grade Level
Teacher (Room #)
Number of surveys completed
Additional notes

English
9
Lowe (60)
21
Honors class

English
10
Benefield (27)
20


English
11
Sizemore (30)
28


English
12
Vickers (28)
19
Joint class w/ special education students

Welding
9-12
Frank (V-2)
15


This, according to Dr. Pociask, should have given me a sufficient example of the population of King George High School. A total of 103 students were polled, out of a school population of 959 people. This means that my sample survey is approximately 10.7% of the total population. 

A copy of my survey is attached. I have discarded the first question, as a number of irregularities occurred, that I should have taken into account to begin with. Some of these included marking more than one answer choice or not answering the question.

Survey Results:
· Question 2:

How many albums (CDs, MP3s, cassette tapes, vinyl records, etc.) do you own?

38 students chose 0-50 
35 students chose 50-100

9   students chose 150-250

21 students chose 250+

· Question 3:

How many albums of those that you own have a parental advisory on them?

15 students chose “all”

26 students chose “most”

42 students chose “some”

20 students chose “none”

· Question 4:

Do parental advisories prohibit you from buying particular albums?

4   students chose “always”

16 students chose “sometimes”

83 students chose “never”

· Question 5:

How do you feel about music censorship?

2 students feel that all music should be censored (i.e. banning all “profane” albums)
51 students feel that some music censorship is necessary (i.e. selling albums with parental advisories, but edited albums should also be available)
50 students feel that NO music should be censored (artists are permitted to say whatever they want in their lyrics)

Conclusion:


My survey concludes that in King George High School, the majority of the students own between 0 and 150 albums, and for the most part, there is a balance between the number of albums that have a parental advisory on them and those that do not. Parental advisories do not prohibit most people from buying particular albums, and very few people think that all music should be censored. This suggests that teens aren’t basing their album purchases on if it has a parental advisory on it or not. Rather, they are deciding to buy albums based on their musical tastes, and not because they think that can “get away with it,” as some officials like to suggest.
