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Departamento de Língua e Literatura Estrangeiras
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C O U R S E   P L A N

PGI 3106 – O texto Acadêmico em Língua Inglesa – 4 créditos

Professor: 

Celso Tumolo (celsotumolo@cce.ufsc.br, sala 109) 
Office hours: by appointment 

Carga horária: 4 créditos – Terça-feira, 14-18h. (CCE-B / sala  )

Course Description

This course comprises two parallel strands, one covering the main conventions of academic research and writing in English, the other encompassing the thesis project. Regarding the first strand, students will get familiarized with academic research, including research designs and potential bibliographical sources. This will also include discussions about the characteristics of academic writing, focusing on abstracts and research papers. Regarding the second strand, the emphasis is on organizational and structural aspects of the thesis project, which must be completed by the end of the semester and presented in a public thesis workshop.
Content and Timetable

	Approximate Date
	Topics
	Readings & Assignments

	March 4th 
	Introductions, presentation of the course plan, and discussion on the students’ intentions
	

	March 11th 
	Conducting academic research: process and product; types; designs; methods.

Assistance for researching: procedures in the library.
	Introduction to the scientific method (Schweigert, 1994, Ch. 1); Staying organized, Locke et al, 1998, Ch. 5)

- Visit to the library

	March 18th
	Conducting academic research: process and product; types; designs; methods 

Assistance for researching: internet sources, especially Portal Capes data base


	-Types of research (Locke et al, 1998, Ch. 6)

- Selecting sources on the internet



	March 25th
	Characteristics of the academic text in English (e.g., formality, signaling, nominalization, lexical density, predictive and predicted members)


	Swales and Feak (Unit 3)

	April 1st 
	Register and genre (with esp. attention to academic genres: abstract, research project, research paper, M.A. thesis)

Prepare “Síntese do Projeto”
	Santos, 1995

	April 8th
	Results and Discussion

Hand in “Síntese do Projeto”
	Analyzing issues; Responding to written arguments; Arguing from written material (Leki, 1995, Chs. 12, 13 and 14); Data Commentary (Swales & Feak, 2004, Unit 4)

	April 15th
	- The Research Project Structure

- Analysis of RPs

- The RP structure: 
	PGI guide

Hatch and Lazaraton (ch. 4)

	April 22th
	- Statement of the problem: context of investigation; review of literature; 

- Summarizing, paraphrasing, citing, quoting (APA style)

- Plagiarism
	Swales and Feak (un. 5)

	April 29th 
	- Academic Writing - Language issues
	Swales and Feak (uns. 1 and 2)

	May 6th
	- Objectives and hypotheses or research questions

- Significance of the research 

- Building the References (APA

Manual)

- Method: theoretical framework, participants, materials, procedures for data collection and analyses
	Hatch and Lazaraton (ch. 1)



	May 13nd
	- Probable contents: outline with possible chapters and sections for thesis (like the summary table)

- Finalizing the Reference List (APA)

- Timetable

- Title

- Presentations at the Research Festival: slides, define Schedule of Presentations

- Schedule individual meetings
	APA Manual (5th edition)

	May 20th
	- Individual meetings to discuss research projects
	

	June 3rd - Deadline for the project

	June XXX- From X to X P.M. (to be defined)- Presentations at the Research Festival


Didactic Procedures: Assigned readings, lectures, discussion, practical assignments, students’ presentations.

Assignments and Evaluation

· Assignments (30%)

· Oral presentation of the thesis  project  (30%)

· Thesis project  (40%)
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* Research projects and papers written by PGI students.

