The Warsaw Pact

The political and military alliance of the Soviet Union and Eastern European socialist states was formed in 1955 as a counterweight to NATO, created in 1949. In its first steps it essentially functioned as part of the Soviet ministry of defence. In fact, in the early years of its existence the Warsaw Pact served as one of the Soviet Union's primary mechanisms for keeping its Eastern European allies under its political and military control. 

The Soviet Union made use of the Warsaw Pact to control and dominate the reality of the political domination and military intervention in the internal affairs of its allies. Examples of this were the Polish October of 1956, the Hungarian Revolution of that same year and the Prague Spring of 1968. In the three cases, the Warsaw Pact was used as a justification of interference in the internal affairs of the three countries. 

Since the 1960s the Warsaw Pact has become less dominated by the Soviet Union to completely lose control over the allies with the democracy wave sweeping through Eastern Europe. 

The eventual departure of Bulgaria from the pact may be traced back to 1987, when trust began to break down between Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and Todor Zhivkov of Bulgaria.

In 1987, a growing confrontation between two Warsaw Pact member countries, Hungary and Romania, began over ethnic issues. In Moscow, Hungary tried to put forward the issue of its ethnic minority in Transylvania, marking the first time in the history of the Warsaw Pact that a bilateral conflict between its member countries came to light at a multilateral forum. 

On July 1, 1991, after 36 years of existence, the Eastern European military and political alliance was terminated in Prague with the signing of a joint protocol on shutting down the pact.
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