International History: Tutorial 6 (2007)

The Ford Interregnum

In 1974 Nixon was forced to resign because of the scandals of the Watergate Affair.  His successor, Gerald Ford, adopted most of Nixon’s foreign policies.  
The Carter Presidency (achievements in foreign policies)
· Carter became US President in 1977.  He stressed idealism and morality in his foreign policy.  The defence of human rights became a centerpiece of his foreign policy.  
· In the late 1970s when anti-Shah sentiment increased in Iran, Carter advised the latter to leave Iran and seek asylum elsewhere.   A fundamentalist Islamic government came into power in Iran.  
· In 1979, Carter facilitated an agreement signed between Israel's Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Egypt's President Anwar Sadat at Camp David in the US.  

· Israel recognized the "legitimate rights of the Palestinians" and returned the Sinai Penin​sula to Egypt.  Despite numerous problems with the Camp David Accords, both leaders concluded a treaty in 1979.

Failure of Détente 
The failure of Détente was marked by North Vietnam invasion and absorption of South Vietnam.  Cuba's presence in Angola showed that detente had not been successful.  In 1978, the Soviet Union helped Cuba deploy troops to Africa, to support a pro-communist government in Ethiopia. Carter criticized the Soviet and Cuban action but did little else.  Carter was himself criticised for recognizing the communist gov​ernment in Beijing as the legitimate government of China in 1979.

Iranian Hostage Crisis of 1979

Carter tried but failed to rescue American embassy staff held captive by fundamentalist Iranian students in November 1979 in Teheran.

Carter Doctrine 

In 1979 the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan.  The Carter Doctrine declared US intention to fight to prevent any further Soviet movement toward the Persian Gulf and its nearby oil fields.  The containment policy was revived. Carter armed the Afghan tribesmen, the Mujahidin, who were fighting against Soviet occupation forces in Afghanistan.  Clearly, Détente was dead. 
Arms Control with Soviet Union

· The 1979 SALT II was regarded as a success of Carter’s administration.  Some progress in arms control efforts with the Soviet Union was achieved.  Arms control lacked success mainly because of Soviet and American intransigence and the complexities of the issues.
·  There were also effects to reduce conventional arms.  This was to deter Soviet aggression and to enable the United States to respond better and more quickly to regional military challenges. 
· The US built up its conventional arms arsenal.  It built a 600-ship navy, placed more military sup​plies and equipment overseas, and bought more aircraft and tanks. 

Reagan renewed Containment

· The next President was Ronald Reagan.  He decided to build up American military capability and economic strength to contain the USSR.   Under him, the USA was prepared to act unilaterally if and when necessary. 
· The arms build-up during the Reagan era was the largest increase in American defense spending since the beginning of the Cold War.  $1.6 trillion was spent on defence between 1981 and 1986 to strengthen U.S. military forces across the board.  Reagan accelerated develop​ment and deployment of MX intercontinental missiles, Trident II submarine-launched ballistic missiles, B-1 bombers, and cruise missiles. He developed programmes to improve the American ability to command and control nuclear weapons. 
Role of SDI in ending the Cold War
· The Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) or "Star Wars" of Reagan generated much controversy.  The main aim of SDI was to defend the United States against missile attacks.

· The SDI was envisaged to be an expensive experimental program.  It contravened the old belief that deterrence should be based on retaliation, and mutual assured destruction.  Instead it claimed that it would soon be technologically feasible to defend the American homeland from the skies.

Reagan’s use of ‘strong arms tactics’ 

· Under Reagan, the US used strong arm tactics in its foreign policy.  In 1981 US shot down two Libyan planes over the Mediterranean Sea after Libya stated it intended to attack U.S. interests. 
· In 1983, U.S forces invaded the island of Grenada (in the Caribbean Sea) when a coup took place there.

· In 1983 and 1984, US naval guns and aircraft pounded Syrian and fundamentalist Islamic positions in Lebanon in retaliation for attacks against U.S. marines on a peacekeeping mission there.  
· From 1981 to 1986, the US continued to build up its military forces in Central America and the Caribbean area.  The ‘message’ to Cuba and Nicaragua was that the United States would not accept ‘adventurism’ in the region.
· In 1985, U.S. fighters forced an Egyptian airline terrorists who hijacked an Italian ocean liner and killed an American passenger to land.  
· In 1986, the United States twice struck military targets and terrorist training camps in Libya. 
· In 1987 and 1988, the United States retaliated for Iranian in the Persian Gulf. 
American Containment of Soviet Expansionism in the Third World
· In the 1970s, the Soviet Union played a major role in helping North Vietnam defeat South Vietnam.  
· It armed and deployed Cuban troops in Angola and Ethiopia.

· It provided extensive military aid to many Third World states.

· It invaded Afghanistan.
· The above events led Reagan to believe that the Soviet Union had taken advantage of the United States' "Vietnam hangover," weak U.S. leadership.

· The USSR was now expanding its influence in the Third World.  The USA would have to stop the Soviet expansionism. 
· Reagan asserted that the Soviets "reserve unto themselves the right to commit any crime, to lie, to cheat,” He condemned the Soviet Union as an "evil empire" and the "focus of evil" in the world.  He declared that the Cold War was a "struggle between right and wrong, good and evil."

Deterioration in relations between USA/USSR

· As can be expected, the relations between the two superpowers deteriorated.  In 1983, Reagan announced plans for SDI.  In the same year, the Soviet Union shot down a Korean airliner that flew over Soviet airspace, killing over 250 people. 
· The United States invaded Grenada and stepped up support for the Contras, the insurgency attempting to overthrow pro-Soviet Sandinista government in Nicaragua. 
· NATO deployed intermediate ballistic missiles in Europe, leading to a Soviet walkout from arms talks in Geneva.  
· The Reagan Administration accused the Soviets and its allies of supplying weapons and training to terrorists of other countries.  
· The Reagan Doctrine was pronounced.  Under this doctrine, the United States provided military support to anti-Soviet movements fighting pro-Soviet governments in Afghanistan, Angola, Mozambique, and Nicaragua.   The US hoped that the American engagement in these conflicts would increase the cost of Soviet involvement in the Third World.  The Soviet influence of the Third World would be ‘contained’.
· Reagan visited China despite its support for Taiwan.  Nixon’s grand strategy (relations with China) became part of Reagan's strategy for containing the Soviet Union. 
Improvements in Relations between USSR and USA

· Surprisingly from 1984 onwards, relations improved.  The two superpowers upgraded the hotline between Washington and Moscow and agreed to expand arms talks.  They met throughout 1985 in Geneva.  
· The Americans were becoming more concerned about the possibility of a nuclear confrontation with the Soviet Union.  Reagan began to moderate his public statements. This drew a favorable response from Moscow.
· One reason for the better relations was due to the American arms build-up and the Reagan Doctrine.  Both made an impact on Soviet decision makers. 
· The American SDI program and the Soviet Union's quagmire (failure) in Afghanistan had particularly strong impacts on Soviet policies.  

· Furthermore, the Soviet Union was facing serious internal problems. Its economy was performing poorly, with agricultural production down and industrial production stagnant.  It was also in a leadership crisis: three general secretaries of the Communist party died between 1982 and 1985.  
· What the USSR needed was a less confrontational relationship with  the United States.64

Reagan’s support for the Contras
· Reagan's critics claimed that his foreign policy was based totally on realpolitik; his supporters claimed that both realism and idealism existed in Reagan's foreign policy.

· The USA was criticised for ignoring human rights violations in count​ries that were friendly with the United States.  
· Reagan argued that it was moral for the United States to support the Contras against the Sandinistas in Nicaragua.  He asserted that there was a fundamental difference between authoritarian dictatorships of the right who were friendly with the US and totalitarian dictatorships of the left (Communist states), which were pro-Soviet.  Authoritarian dictatorships could change after a period of time if the United States applied subtle pressure to them. Totalitarian dictatorships could not.

US Policies to Revolution in Latin America and Asia

· During this period, there was extensive revolutionary and democratic change in Latin America and Asia. USA was particularly concerned about revolution in Caribbean and Central America.  US intervened in the Caribbean island of Grenada in 1983 to overthrow a Marxist movement that had initiated a coup and proclaimed itself the government.

· In Nicaragua the Sandinistas had overthrown the pro-American dictator Anastasio Somoza in 1979.  Initially Carter supported the Sandinista regime.  However the Sandinistas began to align itself more closely with the Soviet Union and Cuba.  USA viewed the regime as Marxist dictatorship and a Soviet-Cuban client.  It believed that the Sandinista Regime supported Marxist revolutions in other Central American states. The United States therefore helped anti-Sandinista Nicaraguans form an opposition group, the Contras, and began arming and training them. Based in Nicaragua's neighboring state Honduras, the Contras launched numerous forays into Nicaragua to harass and try to undermine the Sandinistas. Many Americans opposed Reagan’s pro-Contra policies. Indeed, from 1984 to 1986, the U.S. Congress expressly forbade funding the Contras.

· The United States also was directly involved in a civil war in EI Salvador. Placing the conflict into a Cold War context, the Reagan Administration legitimized U.S. involvement there by proclaiming that the Sandinistas were providing the EI Salvador rebels arms and munitions furnished by Cuba and the Soviet Union.  Critics asserted that El Salvador's civil war was the result of domestic dictatorship and inequitable distributions of wealth in El Salvador.

· When Napoleon Duarte, a wealthy conservative who favored democratic political reforms, won the presidential election in El Salvador, United States began to provide economic and military sup​port to him.  

· Nicaragua however posed real problem to Reagan.  Despite the con​gressional ban on funding to the Contras, the Reagan Administration secretly funneled money to them by diverting funds obtained from a secret arms sale to Iran. The Reagan administration also ran the Contra operation from the National Security Council to keep secret from Congress and the public. In 1987, however, the operation lost its cover and became public. This episode, known as the Iran-Contra affair, undermined the credibility of the Reagan Administration and Reagan personally.

· The United States also was involved in a revolution in Haiti. Haiti had been ruled for years by the brutal Duvalier family, first "Papa Doc" and then his son "Baby Doc."  Since the Duvaliers were anti-communist, the United States for the most part had turned a blind eye to them. In 1986, however, protests broke out against Baby Doc. As demonstrations grew, the US provided him with a plane to leave Haiti. 
· The United States adopted a new stance toward the Philippines, where the United States had long supported Dictator Ferdinand Marcos. When in 1986 Marcos claimed victory in a fraudulent election over Corazon Aquino, the Filipinos took to the streets, the United States advised him to step down. He did and Aquino became president.

