Tutorial 5 (2007)  International History

Readings on important events (An example of how you might do your own notes)
Prague Spring, 1968

· After the Soviet suppression of the Hungarian Uprising in 1956, political agitations seemed to have receded in Eastern Europe.  Although the masses no long experience the extreme hardships of the Second World War, the all-pervasive social and political control of the Stalinist apparatus was still in place.  People feared to take part in any kind of political movements.  Hence the event of the Prague Spring makes for interesting reading.

· The movement which became known as the Prague Spring originated at the Writers Union Congress in June 1967 when President Antonin Novotny (a Stalinist) was ‘attacked’ by the writers.  The initiative of the intelligentsia was followed by escalating student demonstrations. 
· In January 1968 Novotny was replaced as First Secretary of Party (Premier) by Alexander Dubcek, a Slovak with the reputation of being a supporter of Khrushchev’s policies. 
· Dubcek brought about a reform program on 5 April.  It emphasized increased political freedoms for the people. 

· Over the next four months Dubcek worked hard to convince the Soviet Union that Czechoslovakia would remain within the Soviet bloc.

· However the increasing enthusiasm for change in Czechoslovakia alarmed the Soviet leaders.  On 20-21 August Soviet troops invaded Czechoslovakia.

· Dubcek called upon the people not to resist; he was arrested and taken to Moscow, but was not formally removed from office until April 1969, when he was replaced by Husak, another Czechoslovak Communist Party leader who also had a reputation as a liberal. 
· In contrast to the Soviet invasion of Hungary 12 years earlier, the invasion of Czechoslovakia did not meet armed resistance. Dubcek told the masses to stay at home, and the Czech and Slovak working class watched more or less passively as the Russians straightened out Czechoslovakian affairs. 
· Dubcek’s experiment in ‘Communism with a human face’ came to an end after six months. 
· Unlike the uprisings of the mid-1950s however, which had been led by the urban working class and supported by the intelligentsia, the reform movement of 1968 was led by the intelligentsia.

http://www.marxists.org/glossary/events/p/r.htm
Reflections

SALT Agreements
The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks refers to two rounds of bilateral talks and corresponding international treaties between the Soviet Union and United States on armament control. 
· Negotiations started in Helsinki, Finland, in 1969.  They aimed to limit both countries’ stock of nuclear weapons. The treaties resulting from these negotiations are called SALT I and SALT II. These treaties led to START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty). START I (a 1991 agreement between the United States and the Soviet Union) and START II (a 1993 agreement between the United States and Russia) placed specific caps on each side's stock of nuclear weapons.
· The SALT I agreement limited each super-power to 100 ABM launchers and interceptor missiles.
· The rationale of SALT I agreement was that it preserved the stability of the strategic balance.  Both countries would not dare gamble to launch a first attack.  If one power could protect its command centre and one of its land-based ICBM sites, it would still have the capacity to strike back after a first attack even if it suffers total destruction of its remaining nuclear arsenal.

· The Soviet Union retained superiority in the total number of missiles covered by the SALT I agreement (ICBMs and SLBMs).  However the United States still enjoyed the overall parity with the Soviets because of its superior strategic weapons systems which were not covered by the treaty limitations. 
· The United States retained a considerable advantage in the number of long-range bombers.  The American intermediate-range missiles stationed in Europe could reach cities in western Russia.  The Soviet Union had no such counterpart in Europe.

· And the British and French nuclear forces although weaker in comparison to the superpowers,  still provided an additional advantage to the United States as the Soviet Union refused to permit its East Europeon satellites to develop nuclear arms.

· The US was well ahead in its technological superiority in the development of warheads. Many of the American land-based and submarine-based missiles had fitted with multiple warheads, each of which could be targeted for a different site. These were the Multiple Independently Targetable Reentry Vehicles (MIRVs) which increased the destructive power and reduced the vulnerability to interception of each American missile. Moreover, while it was relatively easy to detect through satellite military exploration the number of land-based and submarine-based missiles a nation possessed, it was virtually impossible to check the number of independently targetable warheads each missile contained.
· In conclusion,  the superpowers remained roughly equal in their strategic capability as a consequence of the SALT I treaty concluded in May 1972.  Each was able to the other many times over. 
· The exclusion of long-range bombers, MIRVs, intermediate-and medium-range missiles etc., allowed the superpowers to expand their nuclear capability by those and other means. 
· Yet it must be reemphasized that the treaty represented the first successful effort to impose some restrains on the nuclear arms race since that race had begun at the end of the 1940s. 
· It was to be an interim agreement of five-year duration, to be succeeded by a more comprehensive treaty. 
· The forced resignation of Nixon in August 1974 did not hinder the ongoing Soviet-American negotiations for an arms control treaty to replace the SALT I agreement that was to expire in 1977. 
· Continuity of policy had been assured through the retention of Kissinger as secretary of state by Nixon’s successor, Gerald Ford. Ford and Brezhnev were able to conclude an interim agreement at the Vladivostok summit conference on November 24, 1974, which established guidelines for a SALT II treaty that would limit categories of strategic delivery vehicles not covered by SALT I (such as MIRVs and long-range bombers). 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_Arms_Limitation_Talks
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