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The Cuban Missile Crisis : 1962
· President Kennedy had mainly himself to blame for ‘Bay of Pigs Fiasco’ in 1961.  His Joint Chiefs of Staff advised him that to send just 1,500 Cubans to overthrow Castro would likely fail.   Kennedy decided to back the CIA, which was very optimistic that the Cubans, trained by them, would succeed.  The whole episode was a disaster, 300 Cubans were killed and 1,200 captured.  A humiliated Kennedy was forced to negotiate with Castro.  It took 20 months and a ransom of US$53 million, paid in baby food, medicine and medical equipment to get the prisoners released.  

· The crisis first began on 16 October when Kennedy was shown U2 pictures of Soviet missile sites on Cuba.  The installation of the missile sites had begun way back in April 1962 (secretly).  Worse Khrushchev had denied the Soviets had any intention of installing surface-to-surface missiles and to equip Cuba as an offensive base. 

· After American intelligence flights over Cuba discovered the Soviet missiles (only 90 miles from Florida), the United States invoked the Monroe Doctrine, placed a naval block​ade around Cuba, and warned the Soviet Union to withdraw the missiles or suffer the consequences. The Cuban Missile Crisis plunged the world into what is still regarded as the most dangerous crisis of the entire Cold War.

· The US did not want to appear weak in the face of Khrushchev’s challenge.  If the US accepted the missiles as a fait accompli, it would give the impression of growing Soviet strength and increasing American vulnerability.  Basically it did not matter whether nuclear warheads were fired on the US from 50 or 500 miles.  

· President Kennedy formed an Executive Committee of the National Security Council (ExComm) to debate policy options and implement pol​icy. The 16 ExComm members held widely different views of appropriate policy, some arguing for a full-scale invasion, others wanted to take the issue to the United Nations.  Yet a few recommended placing a naval blockade or quarantine around the Caribbean island. 

· As Khrushchev continued to refuse concessions on the missiles, the American press suggested a trade-off between Soviet missiles in Cuba and American missiles in Turkey.  At least this would not be seen as giving concessions to the Soviets.  

· The world held its breadth as the US navy intercepted ships bound for Cuba on 26 October and forced six Soviet submarines to the surface.  

· Finally it was Khrushchev was the one who ‘blinked’.  He offered a deal: he would remove the missiles if the US did the same for those in Turkey and pledged not to invade Cuba.  

· Robert Kennedy, the Attorney-General made a private commitment to the Soviet ambassador that the Jupiter missiles in Turkey would be withdrawn in the near future.  But this commitment would not be publicized.

· The risks of the episode had perhaps been overstated.  At the end of the day, neither leader was likely to order a major nuclear strike for the sake of strategic benefits.  

· There was however a small danger of local commanders seizing the initiative and dragging their superiors into a conflict.  

http://library.thinkquest.org/11046/days/index.html
How close did the world come to a nuclear war? (Alternative view)

Things almost slipped out of control.  Unknown to American intelligence, a Soviet B-59 submarine and three others patrolling the waters around Cuba carried nuclear weapons.  The same day the Soviets shot down a US U2 spy plane over eastern Cuba.  In the B-59, with communication to superiors impossible and US destroyers regularly dropping depth charges, one of the submarine officers ordered a nuclear torpedo assembled.  The submarine’s oxygen supply was running out and temperatures were over 30 degrees.  At this point, another officer, Second Captain Vasily Aleksandrovick Arkhipov intervened and insisted that requirements for the firing of the torpedo, including damage to the hull had not been met.  He prevented the firing of the torpedo and in so doing saved the world from nuclear war. 

The US relations with Vietnam

Divided by the 1954 Geneva Accords, Vietnam was ruled in the north by Ho Chi Minh and his Communist Party and in the south by Ngo Dinh Diem, who headed an autocratic anti-communist South Vietnamese government.  To contain communism, Kennedy gradually increased the number of American advisers in Vietnam.  Kennedy was assassinated in 1963, so it is not clear if he would have expanded the U.S. commitment to Vietnam further. 

The situation in South Vietnam continued to deteriorate in late 1963 and 1964 as the Vietcong and North Vietnamese expanded their control of South Vietnamese territory.  In 1964, the United States began clandestine operations against North Vietnam. In August 1964 North Vietnam attacked two American destroyers, the Maddox and the C. Turner Joy, on patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin off the Vietnamese coast.   The Gulf of Tonkin resolution was passed which authorized President Johnson to take "all necessary steps, including the use of armed forces," to assist American allies in Southeast Asia.

In early 1965, "Operation Rolling Thunder," - a series of almost daily large-scale bombing attacks was carried out against North Vietnam.  In 1965 the United States introduced ground combat units to South Vietnam.  The war had become Americanized.  By the late 1960s, 500,000 U.S. troops were in Vietnam, and the fighting escalated. As U.S. deaths mounted, the Americans asked questions about U.S. foreign policy.  Increasingly, Americans questioned their conviction that the U.S. presence in Vietnam was moral and that communism presented a threat to "true" American interests. Indeed, by late 1967, more Americans opposed the war in Vietnam than supported it, and by late 1969, almost 60 percent of the American population opposed the war.

Americans were now not sure that containment was the right strategy upon which to base foreign policy.38 U.S. economic preeminence also declined in the 1960s. Vietnam was partially to blame, since billions of dollars were squandered there, but U.S. economic preeminence also declined for other reasons. 

Vietnamization and the Nixon Doctrine

Part of Nixon's grand strategy was to withdraw American forces from Vietnam while maintaining South Vietnam's independence. Nixon tried to do this with Vietnamization, a policy under which the United States equipped and trained South Vietnam's armed forces to defend their country by themselves as U.S. forces withdrew. 

Domestically expanded bombing in Vietnam led to more anti-war protests.  In 1973, the last American combat troops left Vietnam, and the United States’ direct military involvement in the Vietnam War was over.

Some Americans criticized his approach to foreign policy as coldly cynical.  Critics pointed out that the Nixon Doctrine as evidence of Nixon's cynicism. Under the Nixon Doctrine, the United States expanded its military aid to South Vietnam and accelerated its bombing in Vietnam even as negotiations for withdrawal proceeded. Nixon apparently ignored morality in foreign policy. Others supported Nixon's approach, arguing that it would get the United States out of Vietnam and at the same time allow the country to defend itself.

The high hopes of détente faded as it became clear that the SU was not willing to accept strategic inferiority.  USA continued with its efforts to remain ahead in its nuclear arsenals.  The SALT I agreement was signed in May 1972. (See notes below)

Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan: 1979

· The Soviets invaded Afghanistan in 1979 for a number of reasons.

·  To expand Soviet influence in Asia

· To preserve the weak Communist regime which had been established in the 1970s

· To protect their interests in Afghanistan 

· After the invasion USSR installed Babrak Karmal as puppet leader.  The new government soon came under fierce attack by the Mujahidins - resistance fighters who viewed the Soviets’ rule of Afghanistan as a defilement of Islam. The Mujahidin used guerrilla tactics against the Soviet army.  The fighters used whatever weapons they could take from the Soviets or were given by the US.

· The world reacted strongly to the Soviet invasion.  The United States condemned the occupation and sent guns and food to Afghanistan. 

· The United Nations voted to condemn the action, and repeatedly exhorted the USSR to pull out. The Arab countries help fund the Mujahidin. One of these benefactors of the war was Osama bin Laden.
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Impact of Korean War
Qn: What was the impact of the Korean War on American foreign policies?

· North Korean invasion of the south precipitated a wider war.  Due to the war, the US transformed the North Atlantic Treaty into a Western alliance. 
· The United States stationed troops permanently in Europe. 

· Germany was rearmed

· US signed a peace treaty with Japan to facilitate movement of American troops

· Airbases were set up in Northeast Asia

· Greece and Turkey also were brought into the NATO alliance in 1952 to provide the United States with a strong presence in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East
· The Soviet Union ended up in a far more inferior position militarily and strategically than before the war began. 
· But the Korean War would cast shadows across the globe throughout the Cold War and beyond.
Causes of Korean War

· Traditional view:  The Korean War was orchestrated in Moscow to test American will and to gain world hegemony. 
· Revisionist View:  Kim took the cue from Stalin.  Without the latter’s approval, Kim would not, indeed could not, have invaded the south.

· American officials saw the North Korean invasion as a test case of American will, and responded by sending US forces
· Russian documen​tary sources reveal that the outbreak of KW was not due to escalation of the border skirmishes.  In fact it was a conven​tional offensive campaign carefully prepared by North Korea and the Soviet Union. Most importantly, the decision for the campaign was made by Joseph Stalin, not by the North Korean leadership. It would have been impossible for the North Korean leader​ship to act alone on a serious issue as attacking South Korea.  
· North Korea was heavily dependent on the Soviet Union for the material resources and expertise needed to construct the new socialist state. 
· The DPRK also apparently did not have its own supplies of hard currency, and therefore could not conduct foreign trade on anything other than a barter basis. 

· North Korea was dependent on the Soviet Union for tech​nical expertise to a large extent.   
· North Korean leadership was also subordinate to Moscow for political reasons.  The Korean communists had risen to power due to allegiance to the Soviet Communist Party. The North Korean communists had been placed in power by the occupation force controlling North Korea. 

· Furthermore, the North Korean communists were experienced only in guer​rilla fighting and underground resistance.  To construct a new socialist state, the only model to which they could turn was the Soviet Union. North Korea needed assistance in running factories, railroads, banks, and so forth.  They also needed to learn how to organize the state in a proper socialist way.  And the only place to learn socialist state-building was Moscow. 
· The role North Koreans played in the decision to launch a war against South Korea was merely to raise the issue. They presented the Soviet leader with the basic ingredients - an army and government willing and eager to seize control of South Korea - and pressed the option. 
· Both leaders of the North and South Korea fervently wished to end the division of their country and to extend their own authority over the other half. Both Korean governments were willing to use military force to bring about reunification, but neither was able to do so on its own. 

· Because of the of the political, economic, and military dependence of both North and South, the decision to wage war for reunification lay not with the Koreans them​selves but with their great-power patrons. 
· The war came about because the Soviet Union eventually approved the request of its Korean client while the United States did not.

What was Stalin’s aim?

· Stalin assumed that Japan would rearm and again threaten the Soviet Far East.

· So he kept a close monitor on South Korea for signs that the Americans might be reestablishing a Japanese presence in their zone.
· Korea presented Stalin with a more immediate danger of war.  Stalin worried that intra Korean conflicts might drag into direct wars with each other
· When Kim II Sung first requested permission to attack the South in 949, Stalin refused to comply.  He feared that the US would regard the attack as a violation of its 1945 agreement with the USSR about the divi​sion of the country at the 38th parallel and would intervene.
· Moreover the American troops were still in Korea and the DPRK's armed forces were not yet superior to those of the South. He did not object to the proposal in principle, however.  Stalin wanted to wait for favorable circumstances first before an invasion.
· The main reason was due to the strong desire of the North Korean leadership to mount a conventional military invasion of the South in order to reunify the country under their control.

· Kim II Sung and his close associates provided the impetus for the war.

· For Stalin the issue was not whether military action against South Korea was desirable; in his view installing a friendly govern​ment in Seoul would better protect the Soviet Union against any attack from Japan

· The second factor in Stalin's decision for war was whether China would assist North Korea, if necessary. By early January 1950 Stalin concluded these two conditions were met. 
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