History (H1/2 9731)

The Origins of the Cold War in Europe : Tutorial 1

Effects of World War II

· Germany was totally defeated, and the Nazi regime brought down. Its leaders were tried for crimes against humanity at Nuremberg. Hitler escaped trial and execution by committing suicide in his Berlin bunker at the end of the war. 
· German cities were in ruins from a massive bombing campaign. Germany was divided into 4 zones of occupation by the victorious powers, pending a more permanent political settlement.  
· England was devastated by the war, having experienced extensive bombing during the 1940 blitz by the Germans. The economy depended for recovery upon aid from the United States. England rapidly phased out most of its remaining colonies in the years immediately following the war. 

· France had experienced enormous human losses.  It had to recover from the effects of Nazi occupation.  It was compelled to dismantle its colonial empire.  In Algeria and Vietnam, the French fought prolonged and bitter wars in an attempt to maintain their colonial control. England and France were no long on par with the US in terms of status of power due to their ruined economy post-War. 

· The Russians suffered immeasurably during the war.  The number of casualties in Germany's siege of Leningrad exceeded the combined total of British and American wartime deaths. Western Russia was devastated by the land warfare which was primarily on Russian territory. But, in the process of defeating the Germans, the Russians had built a large and powerful army, which occupied most of Eastern Europe at the end of the war. The great resources and population of Russia assured that the Soviet Union would be, along with the United States, one of two super-powers.  
· The United States however remained strong after the War.  Its economy was stimulated.   Spared the physical destruction of war, the U.S. economy dominated the world economy. After 4 years of military buildup, the U.S. had also become the leading military power. The position of the United States as world leader was now more obvious than ever. 
Fear of future wars and the establishment of international organisations

· World War II had posed an unprecedented threat to human civilization.  It gave impetus to the renewal of Wilson's (American President) vision of an international organization to keep the peace. 
· In 1944, representatives of the major economic powers met to create an International Monetary Fund and to agree upon a regime of international tariff regulation known as GATT. There was a determination to avoid the mistakes of the interwar years which had exacerbated the Great Depression.

· In June, 1945, 51 nations were represented at the founding conference of the UN in San Francisco. In October, 1945, the United Nations was officially established. Unlike the League of Nations, the UN had the full support and leadership of the United States. The Soviet Union and all the most significant nations of the world were members. 
http://www2.sunysuffolk.edu/westn/effectww2.html
Impact of the Second World War on the USA

· President Roosevelt died in April 1945, less than a month before Germany's surrender. In 1945, America was a transformed nation. World War II, in fact, changed America in three significant ways:

· The war had helped the economy recover. Similar to the situation after World War I, America emerged from the Second World War with a strong economy and relatively few casualties. The United States possessed the atomic bomb and was now the most powerful nation in the world.

http://us.history.wisc.edu/hist102/lectures/lecture21.html
THE MARSHALL PLAN (1947)

· In June, 1947, American Secretary of State George C. Marshall outlined what would become known as the Marshall Plan. Europe, still devastated by the war, had just survived one of the worst winters on record. The nations of Europe poverty.  Something had to be done, both for humanitarian reasons and also to stop the potential spread of communism.

· The United States offered them up to $20 billion for relief.  The European nations had first to draw up a plan on how they would use the aid. They would have to act as a single economic unit; they would have to cooperate with each other. 
· Marshall also offered aid to the Soviet Union and its allies in Eastern Europe, but Stalin denounced the program as a trick and refused to participate. 
· The Marshall Plan was to benefit the American economy too.  The funds used to buy goods from the United States had to be shipped across the Atlantic on American merchant vessels.  By 1953 the United States had pumped in $13 billion, and Europe was standing on its feet again. Moreover, the Plan included West Germany, which was thus reintegrated into the European community. (The aid was all economic; it did not include military aid until after the Korean War.)

· “ Aside from helping to put Europe back on its feet, the Marshall Plan led to the Schuman Plan, which in turn led to Euratom, then the Coal and Iron Community and the Common Market. The Marshall Plan in a way pleased Americans who wanted their foreign policy to be generous and idealistic and those who demanded realpolitik; it helped feed the starving and shelter the homeless, and at the same time stopped the spread of communism and put the European economy back on its feet.”
PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN'S ADDRESS BEFORE A JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS, MARCH 12, 1947 (adapted)
The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today necessitates my appearance before Congress. 

I wish to present to you …for your consideration and decision, [concerning] Greece and Turkey. The United States has received from the Greek Government an urgent appeal for financial and economic assistance.  Assistance to the Greek Government is imperative if Greece is to survive as a free nation. …

When forces of liberation entered Greece they found that the retreating Germans had destroyed virtually all the railways, roads, port facilities, communications…As a result of these tragic conditions, a militant minority, exploiting human want and misery, was able to create political chaos…(making) economic recovery impossible. 

Greece has no funds to import goods which are essential to her subsistence.  The people of Greece are unable to solve their problems of reconstruction. Greece is in desperate need of financial and economic assistance…

The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by terrorist activities led by Communists, who defy the government's authority … The Greek Government is unable to cope with the situation. The Greek army is small and poorly equipped. It needs supplies and equipment to restore the authority of its government.  Greece must have assistance if it is to become a self-supporting and self-respecting democracy. 

The United States must supply that assistance. We have already extended to Greece certain types of relief and economic aid but these are inadequate. There is no other country to which democratic Greece can turn. No other nation is willing and able to provide the necessary support for a democratic Greek government. 

Greece's neighbor, Turkey, also deserves our attention. The future of Turkey as an independent and economically sound state is clearly important to the freedom-loving peoples of the world as is the future of Greece.  Turkey now needs our support. Since the war Turkey has sought financial assistance from Great Britain and the United States for the purpose of modernization and for the maintenance of its national integrity.  Turkey’s political integrity is essential to the preservation of order in the Middle East. 

The British government has informed us that, owing to its own difficulties can no longer extend financial or economic aid to Turkey. As in the case of Greece, if Turkey is to have the assistance it needs, the United States must supply it. We are the only country able to provide that help. 

One of the primary objectives of our foreign policy is the creation of conditions in which we and other nations will be able to work out a way of life free from coercion. This was a fundamental issue in our wiar with Germany and Japan.  We fought wars with countries which sought to impose their will, and their way of life, upon other nations. And we have won.  

Today, every nation must choose between alternative ways of life. The choice is too often not a free one. One way of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by free institutions, representative government, free elections, guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech and religion, and freedom from political oppression. 

The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio; fixed elections, and the suppression of personal freedoms. 

I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures. 

We must assist free peoples to work out their own destinies in their own way.  Our help should be given through economic and financial aid to build economic and political stability in these countries.  It would be a great tragedy if these countries should lose their victory for which they sacrificed so much. Collapse of free institutions and loss of independence would be disastrous not only for them but for the world. Discouragement and possibly failure would quickly be the lot of neighboring peoples striving to maintain their freedom and independence. 

Should we fail to aid Greece and Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect will be far reaching to the West as well as to the East.  We must take immediate and resolute action. I therefore ask the Congress to provide authority for assistance to Greece and Turkey in the amount of $400,000,000 for the period ending June 30, 1948.
The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has died. We must keep that hope alive. The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms. If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world - and we shall surely endanger the welfare of our own nation. Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift movement of events. I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities squarely. 

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/trudoc.htm

Group Presentations: as a group you shall do the following:

a. Do a simple internet search on given topics

b. Highlight (what you think are) important points on the topics.  These have usually to do with ‘Objectives, cause, results, significance’ of historical events.

c. Summarise and share with your classmates your findings in the form of a PPT presentation

d. Each of you will have 3 minutes to present your findings.

e. Ensure that your presentation is interesting, relevant (to the syllabus) and useful for us all.

Group A
Winston’s Iron Curtain Speech

http://history.acusd.edu/gen/20th/fulton.html
Eisenhower and the Cold War: Containment
http://countrystudies.us/united-states/history-112.htm
Group B
Truman and the Cold War: Marshall Plan; Truman Doctrine
http://www.fsmitha.com/h2/ch24cld.html
McCarthyism

http://history.acusd.edu/gen/20th/1950s/mccarthy.html
Group C
NATO
http://www.nato.int/home.htm
Warsaw Pact

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1955warsawpact.html
Group D
Berlin Blockade

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/1945to89/3berlinblockaderev3.shtml
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/lessons/coldwar/blockade_matchup.html
http://college.hmco.com/history/readerscomp/rcah/html/ah_009100_berlinblocka.htm
General Reading

http://college.hmco.com/history/readerscomp/rcah/html/ah_017900_coldwar.htm
http://history.acusd.edu/gen/20th/coldwar0.html
The Avalon Project

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/decade/decade.htm
Truman Library on line

http://www.trumanlibrary.org/
http://www.dur.ac.uk/h.j.harris/4CW/coldlynx.htm
Presidents of the USA

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/
National Security Archives

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/
Documents related to American Foreign policy

http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/coldwar.htm
Harvard project on Cold War

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~hpcws/index2.htm
A Practical Guide" for research/ dissertation

http://www.polisci.ucla.edu/faculty/trachtenberg/guide/guidehome.html
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