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HISTORY 
HIGHER 1 

(Syllabus 8814) 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The paper International History, 1945-2000, is a contemporary study of key historical events and 
issues that have shaped the international order in the second half of the twentieth century.  It offers 
valuable insights into the complexities of international relations which is integral to making informed 
judgement of current global developments.  The issues-based approach emphasises the importance 
of identifying patterns as well as change and continuity, seeing connections between ideas in History, 
and placing them in a wider context which will enable students to have a critical understanding of 
twentieth century world events. 
 

AIMS 
 
H1 History aims to enable students to: 
 
1. develop an interest in and enthusiasm about the past; 
 
2. acquire an understanding and a sound knowledge of selected periods or themes; 
 
3. gain an understanding of historical concepts such as change and continuity; 
 
4. explain the interplay of cause and effect of historical events; 
 
5. appreciate the nature and the variety of historical sources and understand the methods used by 

historians; 
 
6. grasp the diverse approaches to and interpretations of historical issues; 
 
7. think independently and make informed judgement of issues; and 
 
8. develop empathy with people living in diverse places and at different times. 
 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
 
Candidates are expected to: 
 
AO1: Knowledge 
 
• select and apply relevant historical knowledge. 
 
AO2: Critical Understanding and Constructing Explanations 
 
• demonstrate an understanding of the complexities of issues and themes within a historical period; 
 
• distinguish and assess different approaches to, interpretations of, and opinions about the past; 
 
• express awareness of historical concepts such as change and continuity, cause and effect; and 
 
• present clear, logical and well-substantiated arguments. 

 
AO3: Interpreting and Evaluating Sources 
 
• evaluate, interpret and employ source materials critically as historical evidence. 
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ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION GRID 
 

Assessment Objectives H1 History 

AO1 + AO2 75% 

AO1 + AO3 25% 

Total 100% 
 
 
 

EXAMINATION FORMAT 
 
Candidates will sit for one written paper of which the duration is three hours.  The paper is divided into 
two sections.  Candidates are required to answer the compulsory source-based study in Section A 
and three essay questions in Section B. 
 

International History, 1945-2000 

Section A 
(25%) 

There will be one compulsory source-based study on The United Nations 
and Global Affairs, 1945-2000.  The question carries 25 marks. 

Section B 
(75%) 

There will be a total of five essay questions, with one question on each of 
the following themes, and the last two questions on any two themes: 
 The Cold War and How it Shaped the World 
 The Development of the Global Economy 
 Conflict and Cooperation 

Candidates are required to answer three questions.  Each essay question 
carries 25 marks. 

 
SOURCE-BASED STUDY 
 
The topic for the source-based study is prescribed.  Candidates are expected to have a sound 
knowledge of the prescribed topic and an acquaintance with the kinds of sources available.  The 
question will be based on sources that might be used by historians in building up an account of the 
period or topic.  Both primary and secondary sources could be used for the source-based study.  
Candidates will be expected to have an understanding of the ways in which these sources may be 
evaluated. 
 
A maximum of five sources will be set for the source-based study.  Differing accounts of the same 
situations or accounts from the same source may be set.  These accounts may show different views 
as time progresses or in communicating with different recipients.  A variety of sources may be used, 
for example, documentary, statistical, visual and maps.  The sources set will usually total no more 
than 800 words (or their equivalent where non-textual sources are used).  The question poses 
candidates with an assertion which they need to test against given sources and their background 
knowledge of issues. 
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ESSAY QUESTIONS 
 
Essay questions will not be set on the subject matter selected for source-based study.  Candidates’ 
answers should be focused and show depth of historical understanding and evidence of reading.  In 
addition, the answers should demonstrate a high level of conceptual ability and an evaluation of the 
assumptions implied in the question. 
 
Candidates are required to answer in continuous prose and the quality of language used by the 
candidate in presenting the argument would be taken into account. 
 
 
 

SYLLABUS CONTENT 
 
International History, 1945-2000 
 
The focus of this paper is on the key developments and events that shaped the international order 
after 1945. These key developments and events will be studied in the context of the following themes:  
• The Cold War and How it Shaped the World 
• The Development of the Global Economy 
• Conflict and Cooperation 
 
In exploring these themes, candidates must be able to: 
• examine the forces that shaped the international order after 1945; 
• explain the interconnectedness of themes and the complexities of historical developments; and 
• understand the making of the multi-polar world. 
 
I The Cold War and How it Shaped the World 
 

1. The origins of the Cold War in Europe after World War II 
 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Rise of USA and USSR as superpowers after World War II 
 

USA and USSR’s motives: political, strategic, economic and ideological 
 

US policy of containment: Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, formation of NATO 
 

Sovietisation of Eastern Europe: Berlin Blockade, Warsaw Pact 
 

Historical debate: traditional, revisionist and post-revisionist 
 

2. The extension of the Cold War outside Europe: Korean War and Cuban Missile 
Crisis 
 

Reasons for the extension of the Cold War outside Europe 
 

Superpower rivalry versus localised conflicts 
 

Consequences of the localised conflicts on the development of the Cold War 
 

Impact of the spread of the Cold War outside Europe 
 

3. The end of the Cold War 
 

US policy of containment and confrontation  
 

Collapse of USSR 
 

Effects of the end of the Cold War 
 

Historical debate on the end of the Cold War 
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II The Development of the Global Economy 
 

1. The growth and problems of the global economy: key developments and reasons 
 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Reasons for the growth of the global economy 
 
Problems that affected the growth of the global economy e.g. oil crisis, protectionism 
versus free trade, trade imbalances, debt crisis 
 
Role of international economic institutions viz., the World Bank, IMF, GATT and WTO 
 
Reasons for the dominant role of the USA in the global economy  
 
Japan’s ‘economic miracle’: reasons for Japan’s economic success and its problems 

 
Rise of China as an economic power in the post-Mao era  

 
III Conflict and Cooperation 

 
1. Rise of religious fundamentalism: causes and impact 

 
Reasons for the rise of religious fundamentalism 

 
Impact of religious fundamentalism on regional security 

 
2. Conflict and instability in the Middle East and South Asia 

 
Arab-Israeli conflict: causes and consequences 

 
Indo-Pakistani war over Kashmir: causes and impact 

 
3. * The United Nations and global affairs, 1945-2000 

 
The United Nations: organisation and structure 

 
Collective security: peacemaking, peacekeeping and peace enforcement 

 
International Law: International Court of Justice; UN Convention of the Sea; laws 
against international terrorism 

 
The role of the UN in the social and economic progress of the developing world 

 
* The source-based study is on the topic, The United Nations and global affairs, 1945-2000.  

Candidates will be expected to assess the effectiveness of the United Nations in meeting its 
responsibilities within the context of the changing international system.  They should be aware of 
the different views on and accounts of the effectiveness of the United Nations and be able to 
interpret sources that provide these views and explanations. 
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SYLLABUS GUIDE 
 

 
Theme: The Cold War and How it Shaped the World 
 

 
Topics 
 

 
Content 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Concepts 

 
Values and 
Attitudes 

 
The origins of the 
Cold War in 
Europe after 
World War II 

 
 Rise of USA and USSR as superpowers 

after World War II 
 USA and USSR’s motives: political, 

strategic, economic and ideological 
 US policy of containment: Truman 

Doctrine, Marshall Plan, formation of 
NATO 

 Sovietisation of Eastern Europe: Berlin 
Blockade, Warsaw Pact 

 Historical debate: traditional, revisionist 
and post-revisionist 

 

Students are able to: 
 examine the aims, motives and 

policies of USA and USSR which 
led to the Cold War in Europe 

 evaluate the different historical 
interpretations of the origins of the 
Cold War 

 
 Cold War 
 superpower 
 Iron Curtain 
 ideology 
 capitalism 
 containment 
 communism 
 democracy 
 satellite state 
 alliance 
 defence 
 security 
 bipolarity 

 

 
 preserving peace 
 safeguarding 

democracy 

 
The extension of 
the Cold War 
outside Europe: 
Korean War and 
Cuban Missile 
Crisis 

 
 Reasons for the extension of the Cold 

War outside Europe 
 Superpower rivalry versus localised 

conflicts 
 Consequences of the localised conflicts 

on the development of the Cold War 
 Impact of the spread of the Cold War 

outside Europe 

Students are able to: 
 analyse the reasons for the 

extension of the Cold War outside 
Europe 

 analyse the implications of the 
superpower rivalry on conflicts in 
Korea and Cuba 

 evaluate the effects that regional 
conflicts had on superpower 
relations 

 
 ideology 
 satellite state 
 territorial integrity 
 sovereignty 
 diplomacy 
 proxy war 

 
 preserving peace 
 safeguarding 

democracy 
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Theme: The Cold War and How it Shaped the World 
 

 
Topics 
 

 
Content 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Concepts 

 
Values and 
Attitudes 

 
 
 
The end of the 
Cold War 

 
 
 
 US policy of containment and 

confrontation 
 Collapse of USSR 
 Effects of the end of the Cold War 
 Historical debate on the end of the Cold 

War 

 
 
Students are able to: 
 examine the different historical 

interpretations of the end of the 
Cold War 

 evaluate the effects of the end of 
the Cold War 

 
 
 
 ideology 
 peaceful  

co-existence 
 bipolarity 
 multipolarity 
 nationalism 

 

 
 
 
 economic survival 
 security 
 sovereignty 
 freedom 
 patriotism 
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Theme: The Development of the Global Economy 
 

 
Topic 
 

 
Content 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Concepts 

 
Values and 
Attitudes 

 
The growth and 
problems of the 
global economy: key 
developments and 
reasons 

 
 Reasons for the growth of the global 

economy 
 Problems that affected the growth of the 

global economy e.g. oil crisis, 
protectionism versus free trade, trade 
imbalances, debt crisis 

 Role of international economic 
institutions viz., the World Bank, IMF, 
GATT and WTO 

 Reasons for the dominant role of USA in 
the global economy 

 Japan’s ‘economic miracle’: reasons for 
Japan’s economic success and its 
problems 

 Rise of China as an economic power in 
the post-Mao era 

Students are able to: 
 examine the reasons for the 

growth of the global economy 
 analyse the problems that affected 

the growth of the global economy 
 evaluate the role of international 

economic institutions and their 
policies 

 evaluate the reasons for the 
dominance of USA in the global 
economy 

 examine the reasons for the 
economic growth of Japan and its 
problems 

 examine the reasons for China’s 
rise as a new economic power 

 
 free trade 
 protectionism 
 interdependence 
 independence 
 dependence 
 capitalism 
 market economy 
 globalisation 
 trade war 
 trade 

liberalisation 
 sustainable 

development 
 regionalisation 
 integration 

 
 survival 
 interdepend- 

ence 
 economic 

security 
 pragmatism 
 optimism 
 dynamism 
 growth 
 common good 
 collaboration 
 commitment 
 credibility 
 cooperation 
 economic 

success 
 foresight 
 vision 
 stability 
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Theme: Conflict and Cooperation 
 

 
Topics 
 

 
Content 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Concepts 

 
Values and 
Attitudes 

 
Rise of religious 
fundamentalism: 
causes and 
impact 

 
 Reasons for the rise of religious 

fundamentalism 
 Impact of religious fundamentalism on 

regional security 
 

Students are able to: 
 examine the reasons for the rise of 

religious fundamentalism 
 assess the impact of religious 

fundamentalism on regional 
security 

 
 nationalism 
 fundamentalism 
 terrorism 

 
 tolerance 
 equality 
 law and order 
 racial and 

religious 
harmony 

 loyalty 
 security 
 social cohesion 
 national 

consciousness 
 

 
Conflict and 
instability in the 
Middle East and 
South Asia 

 
 Arab-Israeli conflict: causes and 

consequences 
 Indo-Pakistani war over Kashmir: causes 

and impact 

Students are able to: 
 examine the changing nature of 

conflicts in the latter part of the 
twentieth century 

 assess the causes and 
consequences of the regional 
conflicts in the latter part of the 
twentieth century 

 
 state 
 nation 
 nationalism 
 sovereignty 

 
 tolerance 
 equality 
 law and order 
 racial and 

religious 
harmony 

 loyalty 
 security 
 social cohesion 
 national 

consciousness 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

 



 

 
Theme: Conflict and Cooperation 
 

 

 
Topics 
 

 
Content 

 
Learning Outcomes 

 
Concepts 

 
Values and 
Attitudes 

 
The United 
Nations and 
global affairs, 
1945-2000 

 
 The United Nations: organisation and 

structure 
 Collective Security: peacemaking, 

peacekeeping, peace enforcement  
 International Law: International Court of 

Justice; UN Convention of the Sea; laws 
against international terrorism 

 The role of the UN in the social and 
economic progress of the developing 
world 

Students are able to: 
 assess the effectiveness of the 

United Nations in meeting its 
responsibilities within the context 
of the changing international 
system 

 examine the different views on and 
accounts of the effectiveness of 
the United Nations 

 
 collective 

security 
 peacemaking 
 peacekeeping 
 peace 

enforcement 
 national 

sovereignty 
 veto power 
 defence 
 deterrence 
 regional and 

international 
cooperation 

 
 peace and 

stability 
 security 
 leadership 
 cooperation 
 flexibility 
 realism 
 sensitivity 
 foresight 
 vision 
 goodwill 
 interdependence 
 survival 
 global citizen 
 pragmatism 
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