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FIRST DISCOURSE

eAppearance of the (omte de Gabalis. He begins to inftruct the
eAuthor in the MNyfteries of the (abala.

/14 AY the foul of the Comte de Gabalis be now in the
% prefence of God, for they have juft written me that

| hehas died of apoplexy. The Amateurs* will not fail to
fay that this manner of death ufually befalls thofe who deal
incautioufly with the fecrets of the Sages, and that fince the Bleffed
Raymond Lully fo decreed in his teftament, an avenging a.ngel has
never failed promptly to wring the necks of all who have indifcreetly
revealed the Philofophic Myfteries.

But let them not condemn this learned man thus haftily, without
having received an explanation of his conduct. He revealed all to me,
it is true, but he did fo only with the utmoft cabaliftic circumfpeétion.
It is neceffary to pay his memory the tribute of ftating that he was a
great zealot for the Religion of his Fathers the Philofophers, and that
he would rather have gone through fire than have profaned its
fanctity by taking into his confidence any unworthy prince, or
ambitious or immoral man, three types of perfons excommunicated
for all time by the Sages. Happily I am not a prince, I have but little
ambition, and you will prefently fee that I have even a trifle more
chaftity than is requifite for a Philofopher.

He found me to be of a traéable, inquiring, and fearlefs
difpofition. A dafh of melancholy is lacking in me, elfe I would make
all, who are indined to blame the Comte de Gabalis for having con-
cealed nothing from me, confefs that I was a not unfit fubject for the
Occult Sciences. One cannot make great Progreﬁ in them, it 1s true,
without melancholy ; bur the little that I poffefs in no wife dif-

* Mefieurs les curieux.
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heartened him. You have, he told me ahundred times, Saturn in an
angle, in his own houfe, and retrograde ; fome day you cannot fail to
be as melancholy as a Sage ought to be ; for the wifeft of all men, as we
learn in the Cabala, had like you Jupiter in the Afcendant, never-
thelefs fo powerful was the influence of his Saturn, though far weaker
than yours, that one cannot find proof of his having laughed a ﬁngle
time in all hus life.

The Amateurs muft, therefore, find fault with my Saturn and
not with the Comte de Gabalis, if I prefer to divulge their fecrets
rather than to practife them. If the ftars do not do their duty the
Comte is not to blame for it ; and if I have not fufficient greatnefé of
foul to ftrive to become the Mafter of Nature, overthrow the
Elements, hold communion with Supreme Intelligences, command
demons, become the father of giants, create new worlds, fpeak with
God upon His formidable Throne, and compel the Cherubim who
guards the gate of terreftrial Paradife tolet me ftroll now and then in
its alleys, it is I, and I alone, who am to blame or to be pitied. One
muft not, on this account, infult the memory of that rare man by
faying that he met his death becaufe he taught me all thefe things.
Since the fortunes of war are uncertain, is it not poffible that the
Comte may have been overcome in an encounter with fome unruly
hobgoblin? Peradventure while talking with God upon His flaming
Throne, he could not keep his glance from ﬁraying to His face, now
it is written that man may not behold God and live. Perhaps he
merely pretended to die, as is the way of Philofophers, who feign
death in one place, only to tranfplant themfelves to another. Be that
as it may, I cannot believe that the manner in which he entrufted his
treafures to me merits puni{tbment. This is what took place.

As common fenfe has always made me fufpect the exiftence of
much daptrap in all the fo-called Occult Sciences, I have never been
tempted to wafte time in peruﬁng books which treat of them;
neverthelefs it does not feem quite rational to condemn, without
knowing why, all thofe who are addicted to thefe Sciences, perfons
often perfectly fane otherwife, and for the moft part {cholars,
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diftinguithed at the law and in fociety. Hence to avoid being unjuft,
and in order not to fatigue myfelf with tedious reading, I deter-
mined to pretend to all whom I could learn were interefted in Occul-
tifm, that I was infatuated with it.

From the outfet I had greater fuccefs than I'had even dared hope.
Since all thefe gentlemen, however myfterious and referved they
may pride themfelves upon being, afk nothing better than to parade
their theories and the new difcoveries they pretend to have made in
Nature, it was not long before I became the confidant of the moft
important among them, and I had always fome one or another of
them in my ftudy, which I had purpofely furnifhed forth with the
works of their moft fantaftic authors. Without exception there was
no foreign {cholar upon whom I did not have an opinion, in {hort, as
rega.rds the Science in queftion, I foon found myfelf a Perfonage of
importance. I had as companions, princes, men of lofty rank,
lawyers, beautiful ladies (and ugly ones as well), doctors, prelates,
monks, nuns, in fact people from every walk in life. Some were
feeking Angels, others the Devil, fome their guardian fpirit, others
evil fpirits, fome a panacea for every ill, others knowledge of the
ftars, fome the fecrets of Divinity, and almoft all the Philofopher’s
Stone.

They were to a man agreed that thefe mighty fecrets, and
efpecially the Philofopher’s Stone, are hard to find and that few
people poflefs them, but all entertained a fufficiently good opinion of
themfelves to fancy that they were of the number of the Elect.

Happily, the moft advanced were at that time expecting with
impatience the arrival of a German, a nobleman of high rank and a
great Cabalift, whofe lands lie toward the frontiers of Poland. He
had written to the Children of the Philofophers at Paris, promiﬁng
to pay them a vifit when pafling through France on his way to
England. 1 was commiffioned to anfwer this great man’s letter. I
fent him the map of my horofcope that he might judge whether I
fhould afpire to the Supreme Wifdom. Fortunately my map and
letter caufed him to do me the honour of replying that I {hould be
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one of the firft perfons whom he would fee in Paris, and that Heaven
willing, it would not be his fault if I did not enter the Society of the
Sages.

To my joy, I kept up a regular correfpondence with the illuftrious
German. From time to time, I propounded to him weighty, and fo
far as in me lay, well reafoned problems concerning the Harmony of
the World, the Nlumbers of Pythagoras, the Vifions of St. John
and the firft Chapter of Genefis. The profundity of thefe fubjects
enraptured him, he wrote me unheard of wonders, and I foon
recognifed that I was dealing with a man of very vigorous and very
vaft imagination. I'have three or four {core of his letters written in
fo extraordinary a ftyle that I could never bring myfelf to read
anything elfe the moment I was alone in my ftudy.

One day as I was marvelling at one of the moft fublime of thefe
letters, a very good looking man came in and bowing gravely to me,
faid in French but with a foreign accent, - Adore, oh my Son, adore
*the very good and the very great God of the Sages, and never allow
* yourfelf to become puffed up with pride becaufe He fends one of
“the Children of Wifdom to initiate you into their Order, and to
*make you a tharer in the wonders of His Omnipotence.”

The novelty of the falutation ftartled me, and for the firft time in
my life, I bcga.n to queftion whether people may not fometimes fee
apparitions; neverthelefs, colleéting myfelf as beft I could, and
looking at him as politely as my ﬁight fear permitted, I faid, “ Who
“ever you may be whofe greeting is not of this world, your vifit
“does me great honour; but, before I adore the God of the Sagcs,
“may it pleafe you to let me know to what Sages and to what God
* you refer, and if agreeable to you pray take this armchair and have
“the kindnefs to enlighten me as to this God, thefe Sages, this
“Qrder, and, before or after all this, as to the manner of being to
* whom I have the honour of {peaking.”

“You receive me very fagely fir,” he replied with a fmile, taking
the profferred armchair; “You atk me to explain to you in the
“ beginning certain things, which with your permiffion, I fhall not
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“ touch upon to-day. The words of the compliment I have paid you
“the Sages addrefs, at the outfet, to thofe to whom they have
* determined to open their hearts and reveal their Myfteries. From
* your letters I adjudged you fo advanced that this falutation would
“not be unknown to you, and that you would efteem it the moft
* gratifying compliment the Comte de Gabalis could pay you.”

« Ah Sir,” I exdaimed, recollecting that Thada great réle to play,
“How fhall I render myfelf worthy of fuch kindnefs ? Is it poffible
“that the greateﬁ of all men is in my ftudy, and that the renowned
“ Gabalis honours me with a vifit?”

“] am the leaft of the Sages,” he anfwered gravely, “and God,
“who difpenfes the Light of his Wifdom together with its res-
“ ponfibilities in that meafure which His Sovereignty deems beft, has
“beftowed upon me but a very {mall portion of the Light, in
* comparifon to that at which I marvel in my fellow Initiates. I
* expect you to equal them fome day, if I dare judge from the map of
* your horofcope with which you have honoured me. But why, Sir,”
he added mirthfully, “Are you doing your utmoft to get into my bad
* graces by miftaking me at firft fight for a phantom?~

* Ah, not for a phantom,” I faid. “But I confefs, Sir, that I
“fuddenly recalled that ftory of Cardan’s. He fays his father was
“one day vifited in his ftudy by feven unknown beings, cdothed in
« different colours, who made rather ﬁrange ftatements to, him as
“ to their nature and occupation——~

* I am familiar with the incident to which you refer,” interrupted
the Comte, “ They were Sylphs 5 I will tell you about them fome day.
*They are akind of etherial being, and now and then they come to
* confult the Sages about the books of Averroés which they do not
“underftand very well. Cardan is a rattlepate to have publifhed that
“in his “Subtilties.” He found the reminifcence among his father’s
“papers. His father was one of Us. Realifing that his fon was aborn
“babbler, he did not wifh to teach him anything of moment, and let
“him amufe himfelf with ordinary aftrology whereof he knew only
* enough to forecaft that his fon would be hanged. So that rafcal is to
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* blame for your having infulted me by taking me for a Sylph?~

“Infulted you ! I exclaimed, “ What have I done that I {hould be
“{o unfortunate — ?~

“] am not angry with you,” he interpofed, “ You are under no
“obligation to know that all thefe Elementary Spirits are our
“difciples ; that they are only too happy when we condefcend to
“inftrué them ; and that the leaft of our Sages is more learned and
*more powerful than all thofe little fellows. W will {peak of thefe
“matters, however, at another time ; it is enough to-day that I have
“had the fatiffaction of feeing you. Strive to render yourfelf
“ worthy to receive the Cabaliftic Light, my Son, the hour of your
“ regeneration is at hand ; it refts folely with you to become a new
“ being. Pray ardently to Him, who alone has the power to create
“new hearts, that He may give you one capable of the great things
*which I am to teach you, and that He may infpire me to withhold
“ from you none of our Myfteries.”

Then he arofe, kiffed me folemnly, and without giving me a
chance to reply faid, “ Adieu, my Son, I muft {ee the members of our
“Order who are in Paris, afterward I fhall give you my news.
“Meanwhile, watch, pray, bope and be filent.”

With thefe words he left my ftudy. On the way to the door I
exprefled my regret at the fhortnefs of his vifit, and at his cruelty in
forfaking me fo foon after he had fhown me a Spark of his Light. But
aﬁhring me, with very great kindnefs, that I would lofe nothing by
waiting, he entered his coach and left me in a ftate of amazement
which beggars defcription.

I could believe neither my eyes nor my ears. “Iam fure,” I kept
ﬁying to myfelf, «that this is a man of exalted rank, that he has
“inherited a yearly income of fifty thoufand pounds ; moreover he
“ appears to be a perfon of great accomplifhment ; can it be that he has
“loft his head over thefe occult follies 2 He talked to me about thofe
* Sylphs in an exceedingly cavalier fafhion. Is it not poffible that he
“may be a forcerer, and may I not have been altogcther miftaken in
“ belicving, as I hitherto have, that forcerers no longer exift? Onthe
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“other hand, if he is a forcerer, are they an as devout as he feems to
be 2~
I could not folve this riddle, neverthelefs, I determined to fee the
matter through to the end, although I fully realifed that I {hould have
to put up with not a few fermons, and that the demon tormenting
him was of ahighly moral and pious character.



SECOND DISCOURSE

oncerning the four [vecies of Elementaries: the Sylpbs, the ines or
g th p El, be Sylphs, the Ond
NGmphs, the Ginomes and the Salamanders.

%i—;% HE Comte wifhed me to pafs the entire night in prayer,
@/; & and the next morning at daybreak fent a note to fay

O 2
}” m that he would be at my houfe at eight o’dock, and that,
if agreeable to me, we would make an excurfion together. Iawaited
him, he came, and after we had exchanged greetings he faud, “ Let us
“go to fome place where we may be alone, and where our interview
“ cannot be interrupted.”

I told him I thought Ruel a pleafant place and rather unfre-
quented. ~Letus go there then,”he replied. We gotinto the coach,
and during the drive I kept ftudying my new Mafter. Thave neverin
my life remarked in anyone fo great a depth of contentment as was
apparent in all that he faid and did. His mind was more open and
tranquil than it feemed poffible for that of a forcerer to be. His entire
air was in no wife that of a man whofe confcience reproaches him with
black deeds; and I felt a marvellous impatience to have him enter
upon the fubject of our interview, for I could not comprehend how a
man, feemingly {o judicious and fo perfect in every other way, could
have let his mind become unbalanced by the vifions to which I had
perceived him to be fubject on the preceding day. He difcourfed
divinely on political economy, and was enchanted to hear that I had
read what Plato has written on this fubje&. “Someday you will
“have greater need of all that than you imagine,” he faid, “And if we
“come to an agreement to-day, it is not impoffible that you may in
* time put thefe fage maxims into practice.”

We were juft entering Ruel and went to the garden; but the
Comte difdained to admire its beauties and made ftraight for the
labyrinth.
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Perceiving that we were as much alone as he could defire, he
raifed his hands and eyes to Heaven and cried aloud, “I «praife the
Eterna Wifdom for infpiring me to conceal from “ you none of her
Ineffable T ruths. How happy you will be, “ my Son, if {he is gracious
enough to put into your foul the “refolutions which thefe High
Myfteries require of you. “Soon you will learn to command all
Nature, God alone will “be your Mafter, and only the Sages your
equals. The “Supreme Intelligences will glory in obeying your
defires, the “ demons will not dare to be found where you are, your
voice “ will make them tremble in the depths of the abyfs, and all ~ the
Invifible Peoples who dwell in the four Elements will “deem
themfelves happy to be the minifters of yonr pleafure. “I worfhip
Thee, oh mighty God, becaufe Thou haft crowned “man with fuch
great glory, and haft created him Sovcreign “Monarch of all the
works of Thine hands. My Son,”he added turning towards me, “do
you feel within yourfelf that “heroic ambition which is the infallible
characteriftic of the “ Children of Wifdom? Do you dare feek to
ferve God alone, “and to mafter all that is not of God? Do you
underftand « what it means to be a Man? And are you not weary of
“being a flave when you were born to be a Sovereign? And “if you
have thefe noble thoughts, which the map of your “horofcope does
not permit me to doubt, confider ferioufly “ whether you will have
the courage and ftrength to “renounce everything which might
prove an obftacle to your “ attaining that eminence for which you
were born.”

He paufed and looked at me fixedly as if either awaiting my reply
or feeking to read my heart.

From the beginning of his difcourfe I had greatly hoped that we
{hould foon enter upon the fubject of our interview, but at thefe laft
words I gave up all anticipation of doing fo. The word renounce
frightened me, and I nolonger doubted he was about to propofe that
I thould renounce either Baptifm or Paradife. So not knowing bow
to get out of the difficult fituation in which I found myfelf I faid,

“Renounce, “ Sir, 1s it neceflary to renounce anything?”
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“It is abfolutely neceffary,” he anfwered, “and truly, fo vitally
“effential that it is the firft thing required of one. I do not know
* whether you can make up your mind to it, but I know only too well
“ that wifdom never dwells in a body fubjec to fin, even as fhe never
“enters a foul prepofefled by error or malice. The Sages will never
“ admit you to their Order if you do not from this moment renounce
* one thing which can never go hand in hand with Wifdom. It is ne-
“ ceffary,” he added in a whifper bending dofe to my ear, “It is
“ neceffary to renounce all fenfual relationfbips with women.”

I burft out laughing at this abfurd propofal. “Sir,” I exdaimed,
“You have let me off eafily. I was expecting you “to propofe fome
“extraordinary renunciation, but fince you merely defire me to
“renounce women, that was done long ago. I am chafte cnough,
“thank God! Neverthelefs Sir, fince Solomon was more of a Sage
* than I may ever be, and fince all his Wifdom could not prevent his
* becoming corrupted, pray tell me how you gentlemen manage to do
“ without the other fex? And why would it be inconvenientif in the
“ Philofophers Paradife, every Adam {hould have his Eve ?~

*Y ou are atking me fomething very important,” he replied, as if
reflecting whether or not he {hould anfwer my queftion. “Since I
“fee, however, that you diféngage yourfelf without difficulty from
“the fociety of the fair fex, I will tell you one of the reafons which
“have compelled the Sages to exact this condition from their
“difciples. Forthwith you will perceive in what ignorance all men
“live who are not of our number.

“When you have been enrolled among the Children of the
* Philofophers, and when your eyes have been ftrengthened by the
“ufe of the very Holy Medicine, you will ftraightway difcover that
“the Elements are inhabited by moft perfect beings. Unhappy
“ Adam’s fin has deprived his unfortunate pofterity of all knowledge
“of thefe beings and of all intercourfe with them. The immenfe
“{pace which lies between Earth and Heaven has Inhabitants far
“nobler than the birds and infe&s. Thefe vaft feas have far other
“hofts than thofe of the dolphins and whales; the depths of the
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« earth are not for the moles alone; and the Element of Fire, nobler
« than the other three, was not created to remain ufelefs and empty.
“The air is full of an innumerable multitude of Peoples, whofe
“ faces are human, féemingly rather haughty, yet in reality tractable,
“great lovers of the fciences, cunning, obliging to the Sages, and
* enemies of fools and the ignorant. Their wives and daughters have a
“ mafculine beauty like that of the Amazons.”

“Why, Sir,” I ejaculated, “ Do you mean to tell me that thefe
“hobgoblins are married ?~

“ Don’t be upfet by fuch a trifle, my Son,” he rejoined, ~ Believe
“me, everything that I am telling you is found and true. Thefe are
“ but the Elements of the ancient Cabala, and it only refts with you to
“verify my ftatements with your own eyes. Receive with a fub-
“miffive fpirit the Light which God fends you through my media-
“tion. Forget all you may have heard on this fubject in the {chools of
“the ignorant, or later, when convinced by experience, you will have
* the forrow of being compelled to own that you perfifted ftubbornly
“1n the wrong.

“Hear me to the end and know that the feas and rivers are
“inhabited as well as the air. The ancient Sages called this race of
“people Undines or Nymphs. There are very few males among
“them but a great number of females ; their beauty is extreme, and
“ the daughters of men are not to be compared to them.

“The earth 1s filled Wcll—nigh to its centre with Gnomes, people
“of ﬂight ftature, who are the gua.rdians of treafures, minerals and
“precious ftones. They are ingenious, friends of man and eafy to
“govern. They furnith the Children of the Sages with all the money
“they require, and as the price of their fervice atk naught fave the
“ glory of being commanded. The Gnomides, their wives, are fmall
“but very amiable, and their drefs is exceedingly curious. As for
“the Salamanders, flaming dwellers of the Region of Fire, they
“ferve the Philofophers, but do not feek their company eagerly, and
“ their daughters and wives rarely {how themfelves.”

“They do right,” I interrupted, “ And I had rather have their
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* room than their company,”

“ Why fo ?”inquired the Comte.

“Why fo, Sir?” I replied, “Who would care to converfe with
“fuchan ugly beaft as a Salamander, male or female 2~

“You are miftaken,” he rejoined, “ that is merely the idea which
*ignorant painters and {culptors have of them. The Salamander
“women are beautiful, more beautiful even than any of the others,
“fince they are of a purer Element. I had not intended to fpeak
“about them, and was Paﬁing briefly over the defcription of thefe
“ Peoples fince you will fee them yourfelf at your leifure, and with
“eafe if you have the curiofity to do fo. You will fee their dreffes,
« their food, their manners, their cuftoms and their admirable laws.
“ The beauty of their intellects will charm you even more than that of
“ their bodies, yet one cannot help pitying thefe unfortunates when
“ they tell one that their fouls are mortal, and that they have no hope
“ whatever of eternal enjoyment of the Supreme Being, of Whom
* they have knowledge and Whom they worfhip reverently. They
“will tell you that they are compofed of the pureft portions of the
“Element in which they dwell, and that they have in them no
“impurities whatever, fince they are made of but one Element.
“ Therefore they die only after feveral centuries ; but what is time in
“comparifon with eternity? They muft return for ever into
“ nothingncfs. This thought grieves them deeply, and we have
*utmott difficulty in confoling them.

* Our Fathers the Philofophers, when fpeaking with God face to
“face, complained to Him of the unhappinefs of thefe Peoples, and
“QGod, whofe mercy is boundlefs, revealed to them that it was not
“impofible to find a remedy for this evil. He infpired them to the
“ realization that juft as man, by the alliance which he has contracted
*with God, has been made a participant in Divinity, {o the Sylphs,
*Gnomes, Nymphs, and Salamanders, by the alliance which they
“have “it in their power to contract with man, can become parti-
“cipants in immortality. Thus a Nlymph or a Sylphid becomes
“immortal and capable of the Beatitude to which we afpire when {he
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“1s {0 happy as to marry a Sa,ge ; and a Gnome or a Sylph ceafes to be
*mortal the moment he efpoufes one of our daughters.”

“Thence Iprang the error of the firft centuries, of Tertullian,
“Juftin Martyr, Lactantius, Cyprian, Clement of Alexandria,
* Athenagoras the Chriftian Philofopher, and of moft writers of that
“period. They had learned that thefe Elementary Half-men fought
“ the love of mortal maidens, and therefore imagined that the fall of
“the Angels had come about folely through their fuffering them-
“{elves to be fmitten with love for mortal women. Some Gnomes,
“defirous of becoming immortal, had fought to win the favour of
“our daughters by bringing them precious ftones of which they are
“ the natural guardians, and thefe authors believed, baﬁng their con-
“ clufions upon the Book of Enoch which they did not underftand,
* that thefe precious ftones were fnares laid by the enamoured Angels
“for the chaftity of our women. In the beginning thefe Sons of
“Heaven, being beloved by the daughters of men, engendered
« famous giants; and thofe bad Cabalifts, Jofephus and Philo, (almoft
“all Jews are ignorant) and fubfequently all the authors I have juft
“mentioned, as well as Origen and Macrobius, faid that they were
* Angels, not knowing that they were Sylphs and other Elementary
“ Peoples, who under the name of the Children of Elohim are
“ diftinguithed from the Children of Men. Likewife that point
“ which the Sage Auguftine modeftly refrained from deciding as to
“ the purfuit of the African women of his time by fo called Fauns or
* Satyrs ; that al{o is cleared up by what I have juft faid concerning the
“defire to ally themfelves with man which all Inhabitants of the Ele-
“ments have, fince fuch an alliance offers the only means whereby
“ they may achieve the immortality to which they are not heirs.

“Ah! Our Sages take care not to afcribe the fall of the firft
“ Angels to their love for women, nor do they accord the Devil fuch
“power over man as would enable them to attribute to him all the
* amorous intrigues of the Nlymphs and Sylphs wherewith the writ-
“ ings of hiftorians abound. There was never anything criminal in it
“at all. They were Sylphs who were ftriving to become immortal.
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“Far from ﬁ:andalizing the Philofophers, their innocent purfuits
« appeared fo juftifiable to us that we have, with one accord, refolved
* altogether to renounce women and to apply ourfelves folely to the
*immortalifation of the Nlymphs and Sylphids.~

“Oh God!” I protefted, “What do I hear? To what extent
“does the f——~

“Yes, my Son,” the Comte interrupted, “ Marvel at the extent
of  the philofophical felicity. Inftead of women, whofe feeble allure-
“ments fade in a few days and are fucceeded by horrible wrinkles,
“ the Sages poffefs beauties who never grow old and whom they have
“ the glory of rendering immortal. Imagine the love and gratitude of
“ thefe invifible miftreffes and the ardour wherewith they ftrive to
“pleafe the charitable Philofopher who applies himfelf to their
“ immortalifation.”

« Ah! Sir,” I once more exdaimed, “ I renounce —~

“Yes, my Son,” he continued as before without giving me me an
opportunity to finifh, “ renounce all futile and infipid pleafures fuch
“as one finds in the fociety of women; the faireft of them all is
“horrible befide the moft infignificant Sylphid. No revulfion ever
“follows our wife lovemaking. Wretched ignoramufes! How
“ greatly you are to be pitied for your inability to tafte the pleafures
of the Philofophers t~

“ Wretched Comte de Gabalis ! I exclaimed with mingled wrath
and compaffion, “Will you let me tell you, once for all, that I
“ renounce this infane Wifdom, that I find this vifionary Philofophy
abfurd, that I abhor thefe abominable « embracings of phantoms, and
that I tremble for you left one “ of your pretended Sylphids {hould
fuddenly carry you off to “Hell in the midft of your tranfports,
fearing that fo good a “man as you might at length perceive the
madnefs of this “ chimerical ardour, and repent fo great acrime.”

“Oh! ho!” he anfwered, recoiling three fteps and looking at me
with wrathful eyes, “W oe to you intractable {pirit that “ you are!~

His behaviour frightencd me I confefs, but what was infinitely
worfe, as he went away from me, I faw him take a paper from his
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pocket. I caught a glimpfe of it from a diftance and perceived it to be
covered with characters which I could not quite make out. He read it
attentively, feemed vexed, and kept muttering to himfelf. 1
believed that he was evoking fpirits to compafs my ruin, and I
fomewhat repented my rafh zeal. “If I efcape from this adventure,” I
kept faying to myfelf, “No more Cabalifts for me!~ I was keeping
my eyes fixed upon him as on ajudge about to condemn me to death,
when I faw his countenance regain its ferenity.

“It is hard for you to kick a,ga.inﬁ the pricks,” he faid, fmiling and
rejoining me. “Y ou are a chofen veflel, Heaven «has deftined you to
be the greateft Cabalift of your time. “ Here is the map of your horo-
{cope which cannot be at fault. “If it does not come to pafs now and
through my mediation, “it will at the good pleafure of your
retrogade Saturn.”

«“Ah! If I am to become a Sage,” faid I, “It will never be «fave
through the mediation of the Great Gabalis; but to be “plain with
you, I fadly fear that you will find it hard to bend “me to this
philofophiclove making.”

“Can it be,” he replied, “that you are fuch a poor Natural
* Philofopher as not to be perfuaded of the exiftence of thefe
“ Peoples?~

“I hardly know,” I anfwered, «But I think that I {hould always
“ fancy them to be merely hobgoblins in difguife.”

* And will you ever believe more implicitly in the nurfe of your
“childhood than in your native reafon, than in Plato, Pythagoras,
* Celfus, Pfellus, Proclus, Porphyry, Iamblichus, Plotinus, Trifme-
“ giﬁ'us, Nollius, Dornée, Fudd ; than in Great Philip Aureolus,
“Theophraftus Bombaft, Paracelfus of Hohenheim, and all the
“members of our Order !

*I would believe you Sir,” I refponded, “ As much and more than
“all of them; but, my dear Sir, could you not arrange with your
“fellow Initiates that I {hould not be compelled to devote myfelf to
“ thefe youngladies of the Elements 2~

“ Alas !” he anfwered, “ You are undoubtedly a free agent, and
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“ one does not love unlefs one withes to do fo. Few Sages, however,
“have been able to refift their charms. Neverthelefs, there have been
*fome who have referved themfelves wholly for greater things (as
*you will in time know), and who have not been willing to do the
* Nymphs this honour.”

“Then I will be of their number,” I replied, “ As I fthould never
“be wining to wafte time in the ceremonies which, I have heard a
“ certain prelate fay, one muft pracife in order to hold communion
* with fuch fpirits.”

“That prelate did not know what he was talking about,” faid the
Comte, “For you will one day fee that thefe are not {pirits, and
“ furthermore no Sage ever makes ufe either of ceremonies or of
“ {uperftitious rites to get into touch with {pirits, any more than he
“does in order to commune with the Peoples of whom we are
{peaking.

*The Cabalift acts {olely according to the principles of Nature ;
“and if ﬁrange words, fymbols and circumlocutions are fometimes
“found in our books, they are only ufed to conceal the principles of
* Natural Philofophy from the ignorant. Admire the fimplicity of
“Nature in all her marvellous works! And in this fimplicity a
“harmony and concert fo great, {o exa&, and fo effential that it will
“compel you, in fpite of yourfelf, to relinquith your idle fancies.
“ What I am about to tell you, we teach thofe of our difciples whom
“we are not willing unrefervedly to admit into the San¢tuary of
“ Nature ; yet whom we in no wife wifh to deprive of the fociety of
“ the Elementary Peoples becaufe of the compaffion which we have
“ for thefe fame Peoples.

* As you may perhaps already have grafped, the Salamanders are
* compofed of the moft fubtile portions of the Sphere of Fire, fufed
“together and organifed by the action of the Univerfal Fire, of
“which I will difcourfe to you fome day. It is called the Univerfal
“ Fire becaufe it is the inherent caufe of every movement in Nature.

“ Likewife the Sylphs are compofed of the pureft atoms of the
“ Air, the Nlymphs of the moft {ubtile effences of the Water, and
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* the Gnomes of the fineft particles of the Earth. Adam was dofely
“related to thefe perfect creatures, for bcing created out of all that
“was pureft in the four Elements, he combined in himfelf the
“perfections of thefe four races of Peoples and was their natural
« King. As you will learn later, however, the moment his fin had
“ precipitated him into the drcgs of the Elements, the harmony was
« difturbed, and there could no longcr be any relation between him,
“grofs and impure as he had become, and thefe pure and fubtile
“beings. How remedy this evil ? How reftring the lute and recover
“that loft fovereignty? Oh Nature! Wby art thou fo little
“ftudied ? Do you not underftand, my Son, how ealy Nature finds
“ it to reftore to man the eftate which he hasloft 2~

“Alas! Sir,” I anfwered, “I am very ignorant concerning all
“ thefe facilities of Nature to which you refer.”

“ Neverthelefs it is exceedingly ealy to become well informed
* about them,” he rejoined. “If we wifh to recover empire over the
* Salamanders, we muft purify and exalt the Element of Fire which is
“in us, and raife the pitch of that relaxed ftring. We have only to
« concentrate the Fire of the World in aglobe of crystal, by means of
“ concave mirrors ; and this is the art which all the ancients religiouﬂy
“ concealed, and which the divine Theophraftus difcovered. A Solar
“ Powder is formed in this globe, which being purified in itfelf and
“freed from any admixture of the other Elements, and being
“prepared according to the Art, becomes in a very fhort time
“ fupremcly fitted to exalt the Fire which is in us, and to make us
“become, as it were, of an igneous nature. Thereafter the
“ Inhabitants of the Sphere of Fire are our inferiors, and enraptured
“to fee our mutual harmony re-eftablifhed, and that we are again
« drawing near to them, they have as much friendfhip for us as for
“ their own kindred, and all the refpect which they owe to the image
*and lieutenant of their Creator. They pay us every attention they
*can bethink themfelves of, through their defire to obtain from us
* the immortality which they do not poflefs.

“It is true that they live a very long time, fince they are more
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“{ubtile than the people of the other Elements ; hence they are in no
“hurry to exact immortality from the Sages. If the averfion you
“have evinced {hould prove laﬁing, my Son, you might be able to
* adapt yourfelf to a Salamander, perhaps it would never fpeak to you
“of that which you fo greatly fear. It would not be thus with the
“ Sylphs, Gnomes, and Nyymphs. As they live for lefs time, they
“have more to do with us, {o their familiarity is eafier to obtain.

“One has only to feal a goblet full of comprefIEd Air, Water, or
“ Earth and to leave it expofed to the Sun for month. Then feparate
“the Elements {cientifically, which is particularly eafy to do with
“Woater and Earth. It is marvellous what a magnet for attracting
“Nymphs, Sylphs, and Gnomes, each one of thefe purified
“Elements is. After taking the {malleft poffible quantity every day
“for fome months, one fees in the air the ﬂying Commonwealth of
“the Sylphs, the Nymphs come in crowds to the f{hores, the
“Quardians of the Treafures parade their riches. Thus, without
“{ymbols, without ceremonies, without barbaric words, one
“becomes ruler over thefe Peoples. They exac no worfhip what-
“ever from the Sage, whofe fuperiority to themfelves they fully
“recognife. Thus venerable Nature teaches her children to repair
“the elements by means of the Elements. Thus harmony is re-
“ eftablithed. Thus man recovers his natural empire, and can do all
“ things in the Elements without the Devil and without Black Art.
“Thus you fee my Son, the Sagcs are more innocent than you
*imagine. Have you no anfwer to make me ?”

“I marvel at you, Sir,” faid I, “And I am beginning to fear left
“ you fhould make me into a diftiller.”x

“ Ah! God forbid, my child,” he excaimed, “Your horofcope
“does not deftine you for fuch nonfenfe as that. On the contrary, I
“forbid you to trifle away your time over it. Ihave told you that the
* Sages only teach fuch things to thofe whom they have no with to
*admit to their company. You will have all thefe, and infinitely
“more giorious and more defirable advantages, through Philofophic

* [i.e., phyﬁcal Alchemy.]
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“ Procedures which are quite different in character. Ihave only de-
“fcribed thefe methods to make you fee the innocence of this
* Philofophy and to allay your panic terrors.”

“ Thanks be to God, Sir,” I anfwered, “I no longer have fo much
*fear as I had this afternoon. And although I have not yet made up
“my mind to this arrangement with the Salamanders which you
“propofe, 1 cannot help being curious to learn how you have
“ difcovered that the Nlymphs and Sylphs die.”

“Verily,” he replied, - They tell us fo, and moreover we
“ actually fee them die.”

“How is it poffible you can fee them die,” I queftioned, “ when
“ your alliance renders them immortal?”

*That would. be a point well made,” faid he, “if the number of
“ Sages equalled the number of thefe Peoples; “befides, there are
“many among them who prefer to die rather than run the rifk of
* becoming immortal, and of being as unhappy as they fee the demons
“to be. Itis the Devil who infpires thefe fentiments in them, for he
“leaves no ftone unturned to prevent thefe poor creatures from be-
* coming immortal through alliance with us. So that I regard this
“averfion of yours, my Son, as a very pernicious temptation and a
“ moft uncharitable impulfe, and you ought foto regard it. Further-
“more, as to the death of the Niymphs and Sylphs, of which you
“{peak ; who compelled the Orade of Apollo to fay, as Porphyry
“ reports, that all thofe who ufed to fpeak through the Orades were
“mortal like himfelf? And what, think you, was the ﬁgniﬁcance of
“ that cry, which was heard throughout the coafts of Italy, and which
“ ftruck fuch terror in to the hearts of all who chanced to be upon the
“fea? Great Pan is dead ? It was the People of the Air who were
* announcing to the People of the Waters that the chief and oldeft of
* the Sylphs had juft died.”

“It feems to me,” I remarked, “that at the time that cry was
“heard the world was worfhipping Pan and the Nlymphs. Were
“then thefe gentlcmen, whofe fellowthip you extol to me, the falfe
“ gods of the Pagans
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“That is true, my Son,” he anfwered. “The Sagcs are far from
“believing that the Devil ever had power to make himfelf wor-
“fhipped. He is too wretched and too weak ever to have had fuch
“pleafure and authority. But he has had power to perfuade thefe
“Hofts of the Elements to thow themfelves to men, and to caufe
“ temples to be erected in their honour ; and by virtue of the natural
“ dominion which each one of thefe Peoples has over the Element in
* which it dwells, they kept troubling the air and the fea, {haking the
“ earth and fcattering the fire of beaven at their own good pleafure.
“ Thus they had little difficulty in caufing themfelves to be miftaken
“for divinities {o long as the Sovereign Being neglected the falvation
“ of the nations. Yet the Devil did not derive from his mifchief all
* the advantage he had hoped. For from that time it chanced that as
“ Pan, the Nlymphs, and other Elementary Peoples had found a
*means of exchanging this traffic in wor{hip for a trafficinlove, you
“ muft needs remember that among the ancients, Pan was held to be
“the king of the fo-caled incubus gods who ardently courted
“maidens, many of the Pagans eﬁ:aped from the Devil, and will not
“burn in Hell.”

* I do not underftand you, Sir,” I replied.

“ You take pains not to underftand me,” he continued mirthfully
and in a mocking tone. “This is beyond your “ comprehenfion and
“ would likewife be beyond that of all your doctors, for they have no
“idea as to what glorious Natural Philofophy is. Here is the great
“myftery of all that part of Philofophy which has to do with the
“Elements, and which, if you have any felf efteem, will furely
“remove the very unphilofophic repugnance which you have been
* evincing all daylong.

“Know then, my Son, and be in no hurry to divulge this great
* Arcanum to any unworthy ignoramus —know, that even as the Sylphs
“acquire an immortal foul through the alliance which they contract
*with men who are predeftined : fo men who have no right what-
“ever to eternal glory, thofe unfortunates for whom immortality is
“but afata adva.ntagc, for whom the Mefliah was not fent——*
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“You gcntlemen of the Cabala are Janfenifts then ? linterpofed.

“We do not know wbat Janfenifm is my child,” he anfwered
brufquely, “and we {corn to inform ourfelves as to wherein confift
“the differences in the various fects and religions wherewith the
*ignorant are infatuated. We ourfelves hold to the ancient religion of
* our Fathers the Philofophers, concerning which I muft one day in-
“ftruct you. But to refume the thread of our difcourfe, thofe men
“whofe melancholy immortality would be but an eternal miffor-
“tune, thofe unhappy children whom the Sovereign Father has
“ negleéted, have ftill the refource of becoming mortal by allying
“ themfelves with the Elementary Peoples. Thus you fee the Sages
“ run no hazard as to Eternity ; if predeftined they have the pleafure
“on quitting the prifon of this body, of lcading to Heaven the
“ Sylphid or Nlymph whom they have immortalifed. On the other
“hand, if not predeftined, marriage with the Sylphid renders their
“foul mortal and delivers them from the horror of the fecond
“death. Thus the Devil beheld all thofe Pagans who had allied
* themfelves with Nymphs efcaping his clutches. Thus the Sages, or
“the friends of the Sages, to whom God infi)ires us to communicate
“anyone of the four Elementary Secrets, which I have well nigh
“ taught you, may be fet free from the peril of damnation.”

“Truth to tell,” I excdaimed, not daring to put him into a bad
humour again, and decming it expedient to poftpone fully tclling him
my fentiments until he {hould have revealed to me all the fecrets of
his Cabala which, from this {ample, Ijudged to be exccedingly odd
and recreative; “truth to tell, you carry wifdom to very great
“lengths, and you were right in faying that this would be beyond the
* comprehenfion of all our doctors. I even believe that it would be
“beyond the comprehenfion of all our magiﬁrates as well, and that if
“they could difcover who thefe people are who efcape the Devil by
“ this method, as ignorance is ever unjuft, they would take fides with
* the Devil againt thefe fugitives and would ufe them ill.~

“For that reafon,” faid the Comte, “Ihave enjoined fecrecy upon
“you, and I folemnly adjure you to maintain it. Your ]udgcs are
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“ ftrange folk! They condemn a moft innocent action as being the
“bafeft of crimes. What barbarifm it was to condemn thofe two
“priefts, whom the Prince de la Mirande knew, to be burned, each
* of whom had had his Sylphid for the fpace of forty years. What
“ inhumanity it was to condemn to death Jeanne Hervinier, who had
“laboured to immortalife a Gnome for thirty-fix years. And what
*ignorance on the part of Bodin to call her a forcerefs, and to make
“her amorous intrigues a juftification of the popular mifconception
“ regarding the fo called forcerers, in a book as extravagant as his
“ Republic s rational.

“But it 1s late, and I am unmindful of the fact that you have not
yet dined.”

“Youare Ipeaking for yourfelf, Sir,” faid I, ~ for my part I could
“liften to you until to tomorrow without inconvenience.”

“Ah! as for myfelf,” he rejoined, fmiling and walking towards
the gate, ~ evidently you do not in the leaft know what Philofophy is.
*The Sages only eat for pleafure and never from neceflity.”

“I had quite the oppofite idea of Sagenefs,” I replied, “I
* fuppofed that the Sage {hould only eat to fati{fy neceflity.”

*Y ou are miftaken,” faid the Comte, “ Howlong do you think we
“ Sages can go without eating 2

“How fhould Iknow?~ faid I, “ Mofes and Elias fafted forty days,
“no doubt you Sages faft for fome dayslefs.”

“What a mighty endeavour that would be ! he anfwered, “ The
“moft learned man who ever lived, the divine, the almoft to be
*worfhipped Paracelfus affirms that he has feen many Sages who
“have fafted for twenty years without eating anything whatfoever.
“He himfelf, before being acknowledged Monarch of the Empire of
“ Wifdom, whofe fceptre we have juftly accorded him, was pleafed
“to effay living for feveral years by taking only one half {crupule of
* Solar Quinteflence. And if you with to have the pleafure of making
“anyone live wirhout eating, you have only to prepare the earth as I
“have indicated that it may be prepared for the purpofe of fecuring
“ the partnerfhip of the Gnomes. This Earth applied to the navel.
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“and renewed when it is too dry, makes it poffible for one to
“difpenfe with eating and drinking without the {lighteft incon-
“venience whatever, even as the veracious Paracelfus relates that he
* himf{elf demonftrated during fix months.

“But the ufe of the Catholic Cabaliftic Medicine liberates us in
“the very beft way from the importunate neceffities to which
* Nature fubjects the ignorant. Wee eat only when it pleafes us to do
* {0, and every fuperfluity of food vanifhes by unconfcious tranfpir-
“ation, we are never afhamed of being men.”

Then he fell filent, perceiving that we were within hearing of our
fervants, and we went to the villa,ge to take a flender repaft, as is the
cuftom of the Heroes of Philofophy.



THIRD DISCOURSE

(oncerning Oracles

{ FTER dinner we returned to the labyrinth. I was
penfive and my pity for the Comte’s madnefs, which I

2 fully realifed would be hard to cure, prevented my
bemg as much amufed at all that he had told me as I {hould have been,
could Thave had any hope of reftoring him to reafon. Ikept fearching
antiquity for fome counter arguments which he would be unable to
refute for, on my adducing the opinions of the church, he had
declared that he cared for naught fave the ancient religion of his
Fathers the Philofophers; and to feek to convince a Cabalift by
reafon would be a long winded undertaking, befides I was not
anxious to get into a difpute with a man whofe motives I did not as
yet altogether underftand.

It croffed my mind that what he had faid concerning the falfe
gods, for whom he had fubftituted the Sylphs and other Elementary
Peoples, might be refuted by the Pagan Orades whom Scripture
everywhere calls devils, and not Sylphs. But not knowing whether
the Comte might not in the tenets of his Cabala attribute the anfwer
of the Orades to fome natural caufe, I believed that it would be to the
point to make him explain what he thought about them.

He gave me an opportunity to broach the fubje when, before
entering the labyrinth, he turned towards the ga.rdcn, “This is very
“fine,” he faid, “ and thefe ftatues are rather effe&ive.”

“The Cardinal who had them brought here,” I replied, ~ had a
“fancy little worthy of his great genius. He believed the majority of
* thefe figures to have given forth Oracles in bygone days, and paid
~ exceedingly dear for them on that account.”

“That is a faling of many people,” the Comte rejoined.

24
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* Everyday ignorance caufes a very criminal kind of idolatry to be
* committed, {ince people preferve with fuch great care and confider
“{o precious thofe very idols which they believe the Devil formerly
* employed to make himf{elf worfhipped. O God, will people never
“in this world know that Thou haft precipated Thine enemies
“beneath Thy footftool from the birth of time, and that Thou doft
“hold the demons prisoners under the earth in the vortex of
*darknefs ? This unpraifeworthy defire to collect thefe counterfeit
“inftruments of the demons might become innocent, my Son, if
“people would let themfelves be perfuaded that the angels of dark-
“nefs have never been allowed to fpeak through the Orades.”

“I do not believe,” I interrupted, “that it would be eafy to
« eftablifh that hypotheﬁs amongﬁ the antiquarians, but poﬁibly it
* might be amongft the free thinkers. For notlong ago it was decided
“by the leading minds of the day, in a conference called for the
“ purpofe, that all thefe pretended Oracles were either a fraud due to
“the avarice of the Gentile priefts, or but a political trick of the
“ Sovereigns.”

* Was this conference held and this queftion thus decided by the
*members of the Muhammedan Embafly fent to your King ?~

“ No Sir,” I anfwered.

“Then of what religion are thefe gent‘lemen,” he retorted, «fince
“they fet at naught the Holy Scriptures which make mention in fo
“many inftances of fo many different Oradles, efpecially of the
* Pythian Orades who made their abode and gave forth their replies in
“ places deftined for the multiplication of the image of God ?~

“I mentioned all thofe ventriloquiﬁs,” I anfwered, “and 1
* reminded the company that King Saul had banifhed them from his
« kingdom where, notwithﬁanding, he found one of them on the
“ evening of the day before his death, whofe voice had the wondrous
* power of raifing Samuel from the dead in anfwer to his prayer, and
“to his ruin. But thefe learned men did not alter their decifion that
“ there never had been any Orades.”

“If the Scripture made no impreffion upon them,” faid the
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Comte, “you fhould have convinced them by all antiquity, “ wherein
“it would have been eafy to point out a thoufand marvellous proofs.
*There were {0 many virgins pregnant with the deftiny of mortals,
“who brought forth the good and bad fortunes of thofe who
“ confulted them. What do you allege as to Chryfoftom, Origen and
“ Qecumenius, who make mention of thofe divine men whom the
“Greeks called ‘Engaftrimyths,” whofe prophetic abdomens arti-
* culated fuch famous Oracles ? And if your gentlemen did not care
“ for the Scriptures and the Fathers, you fhould have reminded them
“ of thofe miraculous maidens of whom the Greek Paufanias fpeaks,
“ who changed themfelves into doves and in that form delivered the
“ celebrated Orades of the Doves of Dodona. Or elfe you might
“have faid, to the glory of your nation, that there were of old in Gaul
“1illuftrious maidens who tranfformed their entire appearance at the
“will of thofe who confulted them and who, in addition to the
* famous Oradles which they delivered, had a wonderful power over
“the waters and a falutary authority over the moft incurable
« difeafes.”

“They would have treated all thefe fine proofs as apocryphal,”
fad L.

“ Does their antiquity render them fufpect ? he rejoined. « If fo,
“ you had only to adduce the Orades which are ftill delivered every
ce day.»

* And in what part of the world 2~ faid L.

* In Paris,”he replied.

“In Paris I exclaimed.

“In Paris,” he repeated, “Art thou a mafter of Israel and
* knoweft not thefe things? Do not people daily confult Aquatic
“Qrades in glaﬁ'es of water or in bafins, and Aerial Orades in
“mirrors and on rhe hands of virgins? Do they not recover loft
“beads and pilfered watches ? Do they not learn news from diftant
“ countries in this way, and fee the abfent ?~

“Eh, Sir, wbat are you faying fadl.

“Jam recounting that which I am pofitive happens every day,”he
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anfwered, “and it would not he difficult to find a thoufand
“ eyewitnefles of it.”

“I cannot believe that Sir,” I returned “ The magiftrates would
“make an example of fuch culprits and people would not permit
“idolatry——~

* Ah!how hafty you are !~ interrupted the Comte. “ There is not
*{o much evil in all this as you might {uppofe, and Providence will
“not permit the total deftruction of that remnant of Philofophy
* which has efcaped the lamentable {hipwreck Truth has fuftained. If
“ there yet remains among the people any veftige of the dread power
“of the Divine Names, are you of the opinion that it {hould be
“blotted out and that they {hould lofe the refpect and recognition
“due to the great name AGLA, which works all thefe wonders,
“even when invoked by the ignorant and finful and which, {poken by
*a Cabalift, would perform many other mirades. If you had wifhed
“to convince your gentlemen of the truth of the Oradles, you had
“only to exalt your imagination and your faith, and turning towards
“the Eaft cry aloud, “ AG*——~

“Sir,” I interpofed, “I was careful not to advance that kind of
*argument to fuch proper folk as thofe with whom I was debating.
“They would have taken me for a fanatic for, depend upon it, they
“have no faith whatever in that fort of thing, and even if I had
“known the Cabaliftic Procedure to which you refer, it would not
“have fucceeded when pronounced by me ; I have evenlefs faith than
c they-"

“ Well, well,” faid the Comte, “ If you lack faith we {hall fupply it.
“If you had reafon to believe, however, that your gentlemen would
*not credit that which they can fee any day in Paris, you might have
“cited a ftory of rather recent date. That Orace, which Celius
* Rhodeginius fays he himfelf witneffed delivered towards the end
“of the laft century by that extraordinary woman who {poke and
“predicted the future by means of the fame organ as did the Eurydles
“ of Plutarch.”

“I fhould not have cared to cite Rhodeginius,” I anfwered, “it
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“would have feemed pedantic to do fo, rnoreover they would
“certainly have told me that the woman was beyond queftion a
“ demoniac.”

*They would have faid that very monachally.” he replied.

*Sir,” I ventured to fay, “notwithftanding the Cabaliftic averfion
“to monks which I perceive you to entertain, I cannot help ﬁding
“with them on this occafion. I believe that there would not be fo
*much harm in abfolutely denying that Oracles ever exifted as there
“is1n faying it was not the Devil who fpoke through them becaufe, in
“f{hort, the Fathers and the theologians-—-—”

“Becaufe, in {hort,” he interrupted, “do not the theologians

agree that the learned Sambethe, the moft ancient of the Sibyls, was
* the daughter of Noah ?~

“ Eh ¥ what has that to do with it 2~ I retorted.

“Does not Plutarch fay,” he rejoined, “ that the moft ancient of
“the Sibyls was the firft to deliver Orades at Delphi ? Therefore
* the Spirit which Sambethe harboured in her breaft was not a devil
“nor was her Apollo a falfe god, for idolatry did not begin until long
« after the divifion of languages, and it would be far from the truth
“to attribute to the Father of Lies the facred books of the Sibyls, and
“all the proofs of the true religion which the Fathers have drawn
“from them. And then, too, my Son,” he laughingly continued, «it
“1s not for you to annul the marriage of David and the Sibyl which
“was made bv a celebrated cardinal, nor to accufe that learned
“perfonage of having placed fide by fide a great prophet and a
*wretched demoniac. Since either David ftrengthens the teftimony
“ of the Sibyl or the Sibyl weakens the authority of David.”

« Sir,” I exdaimed, “ I entreat you again to become {erious.”

“ Willingly,” faid he, ~ provided you will not accufe me of being
*too much fo. Is it your opinion that the Devil is fome times divided

againft himf{elf and againft his own interefts ?~

“Whynot 2~ faid .

“Why not!” faid he, “Becaufe that which Tertullian has fo
“ felicitoufly and fo grandly termed, ‘ the Reafon of God * does not
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“find it fitting. Satan is never divided againft himfelf. It therefore
“follows either that the Devil has never “fpoken through the
* Orades, or that he has never fpoken through them a,gainﬁ his own
“interefts ; and therefore if the Oraces have fpoken againﬁ the
«interefts of the Devil, it was not the Devil who was i})eaking
* through the Oracles.”

“But,” faid I, “ has not God been able to compel the Devil to bear
* witnefs to the truth and to fpeak againft himfelf?~

“But,” he anfwered, « What if God has not compelled him to do
ce r o ?n

“ Ah, in that cafe,” I replied, ~ you are more in the right than the
“ monks.”

“Let us look into this matter then,” he continued, “and that I
*may proceed invincibly and in good faith, I do not care to introduce
“the evidence concerning Orades cited by the Fathers of the
* Church, although I am aware of the veneration you entertain for
“thofe great men. Their religion and the intereft they took in the
*matter might have prejudiced them, and feeing Truth to be rather
“poor and naked in their own time, their love of her might have
“caufed them to borrow from Falfehood’s felf fome robe and
“ornament for Truth’s adornment. They were men and con-
“{equently capable of bearing falfe witnefs, according to the maxim
“of the Poet of the Synagogue. I fhall therefore take a man who
“ cannot be fufpected of fuch a motive, a Pagan, and a Pagan of a
“very different kind to Lucretius, or Lucian, or the Epicureans. A
* Pagan thoroughly imbued with the belief that there are gods and
“devils without number, immeafurably fuperflitious, a mighty
“magician, or {uppofedly fo, and confequently a great partifan of
“ devils, namely Porphyry. Here are word for word fome Oradles
“ which he reports.”

ORACLE.

edbove the (eleftial Fire there is an Incorruptible Flame, ever
Jparkling, Source of Life, Fountain of all Beings, and Principle of all
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Things. This Flame produces all, and nothing perifbes [ave that which it
confumes. It reveals itfelf by virtue of itfelf. This Fire cannot be contained
in any place; it is without form and without [ubftance, it girdles the
Heavens and from it there proceeds a tiny [park which makes the whole fire
of the Sun, Moon and Stars. This is what I know of Cjod. Seek not to
know more, for this paffes thy comprebenfion howfoever wife thou mayeft be.
Neverthelefs, know that the unjuft and wicked man cannot hide himfelf
from God, nor can craft nor excufe difguife aught from His piercing eyes.
All is full of God, God is eveywhere.

“You will admit, my Son, that this Oracle is not too greatly
“influenced by his devil.”

“ At leaft,” I anfwered “ the Devil in this inftance rather departs
“from his character.”

“ Here is another,” faid he, « that preaches fill better.”

ORA(CLE.

There is in (fod an immenfe depth of Flame. The heart muft not,
bowever, fear to touch this adorable Fire nor to be touched by it. It will in
no wile be confumed by this gentle Flame, whofe tranquil and peaceful
warmth caufes the union, barmony and duration of the world. Nothing
exifts {ave by this Fire, which is Cjod bimfelf. It is uncreate, it is without
mother, it is omnilcient and unteachable : it is unchanging in purpofes, and
its Name is Ineffable. This is Cjod; as for us who are His meffengers,
we are but alittle part of God.

“Wellt What fay you to that 2~

“I {hould fay of both,” I replied, “ that God can force the Father
“ of Lies to bear witnefs to the truth.”

“Here is another, rejoined the Comte, “ which will remove that
{cruple.~

ORA(CLE.

eAlas Tripods! Weep and make funeral oration for your Apollo. He is
mortal, he is about to die, he expires; becanfe the Light of the (eleftial
Flame extinguifbes him.”
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“You fee, my child, that whoever this may be who fpeaks
“ through thefe Orades, and who fo admirably explains to the Pagans
“ the Effence, Unity, Immenfity and Eternity of God, he owns that
“he is mortal and but a fpark of God. Therefore it cannot be the
“Devil who is fi:eaking, fince he is immortal, and God would not
* compel him to fay that he is not. It is therefore proven that Satan is
“not divided againft himfelf. Is it a way to make himfelf worfhipped
“to fay that there is but one God? The Orade fays that he is
“mortal, fince when is the Devil become {o humble as to deprive
“himfelf of even his natural qualities ? Therefore you fee, my Son,
“ that if the principle of Him who is called par excellence the God of
“the Sciences exifts, it cannot have been the Devil who fpoke
* through the Oracles.”

“But if it was not the Devil,” faid I, « either lying from gaiety of
“heart when he fpeaks of himfelf as mortal, or telling the truth under
* compulfion when he fpeaks of God, then to what will your Cabala
“afcribe all the Oracles which you maintain to have been actually
“delivered ? Is it to an exhalation of the earth, as Ariftotle, Cicero
“and Plutarch fay ?~

“Ah! not to that my child,” faid the Comte. “Thanks to the
“Sacred Cabala, my imagination has not led me aftray to that
“extent.”

“ What do youmean 2~ 1 inquired, “ Do you confider that opinion
“{o exceedingly vifionary? Neverthelefs its partifans are men of
“good fenfe.”

“Not in this. inftance,” he replied, “and it is impoffible to
“attribute to an exhalation all that happened in the Orades. For
“example, that man in Tacitus, who appeared in a dream to the
“priefts of a temple of Hercules in Armenia, and commanded them
* to make ready for him hunters equipped for the chafe. Up to this
“point exhalation might account for it: but when thofe horfes
“ returned in the evening jaded, and their quivers emptied of {hafts ;
“ and when the next day exactly the fame number of dead beafts were

“found as there had been arrows in the quivers, you will perceive
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“ that exhalation could not have produced this effect, much lefs the
“Devil. For to believe that the Devil has been permitted to divert
“himfelf by chafing the hind and hare, is to have an irrational and
“ uncabaliftic idea of the mifery of the enemy of God.”

“Then,” faid 1, « to what caufe does the Sacred Cabala afcribe all
this 2~

“Wait,” he anfwered “before I reveal this myftery to you I
“muft overcome any prejudice you might have becaufe of this
“hypothetical exhalation. For, if I remember a.n'ght, you cited
“ Ariftotle, Plutarch and Cicero with emphafis. You might likewife
“have cited lamblichus, who very great genius though he was,
“laboured for a time under this delufion, but fpeedily relinquifhed it
* when he had examined the matter at clofe range in the Book of the
Myfteries.

“Peter of Aponus, Pomponatius, Levinius, Sirenius and
* Lucilius Vanina were alfo overjoyed to find this fubterfuge in fome
« of the ancient writers. All thefe pfeudo—geniufes who, when they
“treat of divine things, fay rather what pleafes them than what they
“know to be true, are unwilling to admit that there is anything
“fuperhuman in the Orades, left they {hould acknowledge the
~ exiftence of fomething fuperior to man. They fear left men {hould
“make of the Oracdles aladder wherewith to mount to God, Whom
“they dread to acknowledge as manifefting through gradations of
*His fpiritual creatures, and they prefer to manufacture aladder to
“defcend into nothingnefs. Inftead of mounting towards heaven
“they delve into the earth, and inftead of feeking in Beings fuperior
* to man the caufe of thofe tranfports which lift him above himfelf and
“ reftore to him a kind of divinity they weakly afcribe to impotent
“ exhalations this power to penetrate the future, difcover hidden
* things, and attain to the fupreme fecrets of the Divine Effence.

“Such is the mifery of man when pofieffed by the fpirit of
* contradiction and the difpofition to think differently to others.
“Inftead of achieving his ends he becomes involved and fettered.
“Thefe intellectual libertines do not wifh to make man fubject to
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“ fubftances lefs material than himfelf, and yet they make him fubject

“to an exhalation and disregarding the abfence of any connection
“whatever between this chimerical vapour and the foul of man,
“between this emanation and future events, between this frivolous
«caufe and thefe miraculous effe&s, the mere ﬁngularity of their
“theories is to them fufficient evidence of their reafonablenefs.
“They are content to deny the exiftence of fpirits and to affume the
“role of free thinkers.”

“Then, Sir, is ﬁngularity exceeding difi)leaﬁng to you 2~ I atked.

“ Ah! my Son,” faid he, “tis the bane of common-fenfe and the
“ ﬁumbling block .of the greateﬁ minds. Ariftotle, great logicia.n
“ though he was, could not avoid the fnare into which the paffion for
“ ﬁngularity leads thofe whom it unbalances, as violently as it did
“him. He could not, I fay, avoid becoming entangled and contra-
« diéting himfelf. In his book on Zke (jenemtion of eAnimals, and in his
* Ethics, he fays that the fpirit and underftanding of man come to him
“from without, and cannot be tranfmitted from father to fon. And
* from the fpirituality of the operations of man’s foul he concludes it
“to be of a different nature to that compofite material which it
* animates, the groflnefs of which only ferves to becloud {peculation
“and is far from contributing to its production. Blind Ariftotle !
“Since you maintain thar the matter of which we are compofed
“ cannot be the fource of our fpiritual thoughrs, how can you expect
*a weak exhalation to be the fource of fublime thought and of thofe
“foaring flights of fpirit achieved by thofe who gave forth the
“ Pythian Orades? See, my child, how forcibly this genius contra-
* dicts himfelf, and how his craving for fingularity leads him aftray.”

“You reafon very logically, Sir,” faid 1, enchanted to perceive
that he was taking excellent fenfe, and hoping that his madnefs
would not prove incurable, “ God willing—~

“ Plutarch, fo found in other refi)eéts,” he faid, interrupting me,
moves me to pity in his dialogue concerning «“Ceffation of the
“Orades.” Convincing objections are raifed which he in no wife
“ refutes. Why does he not anfwer what is faid to him, namely, that
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“if it is the exhalation which caufes thefe tranfports, all thofe who
“approach the prophetic Tripod would be feized with enthufiafm
*and not merely a fingle maiden who moreover muft be virgin. But
“how can this vapour articulate cries through the abdomen?
“Befides this exhalation is a natural caufe which muft neceffarily
“produce its effect regularly and at all times. Why is this maiden
“ agitated only when confulted ? And, what is more important, why
“has the earth ceafed to breathe forth thefe divine vapours ? Isitlefs
“ earth now than then ? Is it fubject to other influences ? Has it other
“feas and other rivers? Who then has ftopped earth’s pores or
“ changed its nature?

“I wonder that Pomponarius, Lucilius and the other Libertines
“f{hould borrow this idea from Plutarch and caft afide his explan-
“ation. He fpoke more judicioufly than Cicero and Ariftotle, for he
* was aman of great good fenfe and, not knowing what condlufion to
“ draw from all thefe Oracles, after tedious irrefolution, he decided
« that this exhalation, which he believed iffued from the earth, was a
*moft divine fpirit. Thus he afcribed to divinity the extraordinary
“agitations and illuminations of the Priefteffes of Apollo. *Zhis
“ divinatory vapour is a breath and a moft divine and moft boly Jpirit,’ faid
“he.

“ Pomponatius, Lucilius and modern atheifts do not adapt them-
“{elves readily to fafhions of fpeech which imply divinity. < Thefe
~ exhalations,’ fay they, ‘ were of the nature of thofe vapours which
“infe¢t fplenetics who fpeak languages they do not underftand.’
“ Fernelius refutes thefe impieties rather well, by proving that bile
*which is a peccant humour cannot caufe that diverfity of tongues
“ which is one of the moft marvellous effects under confideration and
“an artificial expreflion of thought. Neverthelefs, he decaded
“erroneoufly in ﬁlbﬁ:ribing to Pfellus, and to all thofe who have not
“penetrated far enough into our Holy Philofophy for, like them, not
“knowing where to locate the caufes of thefe furprifing effects, he
“«imitated the women and monks and attributed them to the Devil.”

“Then to whom fhould one attribute them ?~ faid I, “I have long
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« awaited this Cabaliftic fecret.”

“ Plutarch has very well indicated it,” he faid, “and he would
“have been wife had he let matters reft there. Since this irregular
“method of exprefling one’s opinion by means of an unfeemly organ
*was neither folemn enough nor fufficiently worthy of the majefty
“of the gods, fays that Pagan, and fince the fayings of the Oracles
“{urpaffed the powers of the foul of man, they have rendered great
“fervice to Philofophy, for they have eftablifhed the exiftence of
“mortal beings between the gods and man to whom one can afcribe
“ all that furpaffes human weaknefs yet falls thort of divine greatnefs.

“This is the opinion held in every ancient philofophy. The
“ Platonifts and the Pytha,gorea.ns took it from the Egyptia.ns, and
“the latter from Jofeph the Saviour, and from the Hebrews who
* dwelt in Egypt before the croffing of the Red Sea. The Hebrews
“ufed to call thefe beings who are between the Angels and man
« Sadaim, and the Greeks, tranfi:oﬁng the letters and adding but one
“{yllable, called them Daimonas. Among the ancient Philofophers
“thefe demons were held to be an Aerial Race, ruling over the
“ Elements, mortal, engcndering, and unknown in this century to
* thofe who rarely feek Truth in her ancient dwelling place, which is
“to fay, in the Cabala and in the theology of the Hebrews, who
“poflefled the fpecial art of holding communion with that Aerial
“ People and of converfing with all thefe Inhabitants of the Air.”

“ Now, Sir, I think you have returned again to your Sylphs.~

“ Yes, my Son,” he went on, “ the Teraphim of the Jews was but
“ the ceremony which had to be obferved for that communion : and
* that Jew Micah, who complains in the Book of ]udges that his gods
“have been taken from him, only laments the lofs of the little image
* through which the Sylphs ufed to converfe with him. The gods
* which Rachel ftole from her father were alfo Teraphim. Neither
“ Micah nor Laban are reproved for idolatry, and Jacob would have
“taken care not to live for fourteen years with an idolater, nor to
“marry his daughter. It was only a commerce with Sylphs; and
“tradition tells us that the Synagogue confidered fuch commerce
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“ Permiﬁible, and that the image belonging to David’s wife was but
“the Teraphim by virtue of which {he converfed with the Ele-
“mentary Peoples : for you can well imagine that the Prophet after
“QGod’s own heart would not have tolerated idolatry in his
“houfehold.

“Thefe Elementary Nations, fo long as God neglected the
“falvation of the world in punifhment for the firft fin, ufed to take
“ pleafure in explaining to men through the Orades what they knew
“of God, in teaching them how to live morally, and in giving them
“moft wife and moft profitable counfels, fuch as are feen in great
“number in Plutarch and in all hiftorians. As foon as God took pity
“on mankind and was Willing Himfelf to become their Teacher,
« thefe little Mafters withdrew. Hence the filence of the Oracdles.”

“Then the upfhot of your entire difcourfe, Sir.” I remarked, “is
“that there certainly were Orades, and that the Sylphs delivered
“ them, and even to-day deliver them in goblets or in mirrors.”

“The Sylphs or Salamanders, the Gnomes or Undines,”
corre¢ted the Comte.

« If that be fo,” I replied, all your Elementary Peoples are very
“« difhoneft folk.”

“ Why do you fay that ? faid he.

“Why? Could anything be more knavifh,” I purfued, « than all
“ thefe refponfes with double meanings which they always give 2~

* Always ? he replied. “ Ah! not always. Did the Sylphid fpeak
“ very obfcurely who appeared to that Roman in Afia and predicted
*to him that he would one day return to Rome with the dignity of
“Pro-conful? And does not Tacitus fay that the event occurred
“ exactly as predicted ? That infcription and thofe ftatues famous in
*the hiftory of Spain which warned unfortunate King Rodriguez
“ that his indiscretion and incontinence would be punithed by men
“drefled and armed exactly as they were, and that thofe black men
“would take poffeflion of Spain and rule there for many a year.
“Could anything have been more explicit, and was not the prophecy
“verified by the event in that felf-fame year? For did not the
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“Moors come to dethrone that effeminate king? You know the
“ ftory, and you muft admit that the Devil, who fince the reign of the
“Mefliah does not difpofe of empires, could not have been the
“author of this Orade; and that it was undoubtedly fome great
“Cabalift who had it from one of the moft learned Salamanders.
“Since the Salamanders love chaflity exceedingly, they willingly
“make known to us the miffortunes which muft befall mankind for
“lack of that virtue.”

“ But, Sir,” faid I to him, “ do you confider that heteroditic
“ organ which they made ufe of for the preaching of their ethics very
“ chafte and altogether in keeping with Cabaliftic modefty ?~

« Ah!~ faid the Comte, fmiling, “Your imagination is thocked,
*and you fail to perceive the phyfical reafon which caufes the flaming
* Salamander naturally to delight in the moft igneous places and to be
“ attracted by —~

“I underftand, I underftand,” I interrupted, “ Do not take the
“ trouble to explain further.”

“ As for the obfcurity of fome Orades which you dub knavery,”
he went on ferioufly, « are not {fhadows the ufual doak of Truth? Is
“not God pleafed to hide Himfelf in their fombre veil? And is not
“ Holy Writ, that perpetual Orade which He hasleft to His children,
“ enveloped in an adorable obfcurity which confounds and bewilders
“ the proud even as its Light guides the humble ?

“ If this be your only difficulty, my Son, I advife you not to poft-
“ pone entering into communion with the Elementary Peoples. You
“will find them very fincere folk, learned, benevolent and God-
“fearing. 1 am of opinion that you {hould begin with the Sala-
“manders, for you have Mars in mid-heaven in your horofcope,
* which fignifies that there is a great deal of fire in all your actions.
“And as for marriage, I rather think that you {hould choofe a
*Sylphid. You would be happier with her than with any of the
“ others, for you have ]upiter in the afcendant with Venus in fextile.
“ Now ]upiter Preﬁdes over the Air and the Pcoples of the Air.

“ Y ou muft, however, confult your own heart in this matter , as you
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“will one day fee, a Sagc governs himfelf by the interior ftars, and

“ the ftars of the exterior heaven but ferve to give him amore certain
“knowledge of the afpects of the ftars of that interior heaven which
“1s in every creature. Thus it refts with you to tell me what your
“inclination is, that we may proceed to your alliance with thofe
* Elementary Peoples which are moft pleafing to you.”

“Sir,” 1 replied, “in my opinion this affair demands a little
“ confultation.”

“I efteem you for that anfwer,” faid he, laying his hand on my
{houlder. “Confult maturely as to this affair, and above all, with him
“who is called in an eminent degree the Angel of the Grand Council.
“Qo, and devote yourfelf to prayer, and I {hall be at your houfe at
“two o’cdock to-morrow afternoon.”

We came back to Paris, and on the way I led him once more to
difcourfe againft atheifts and libertines. I have never heard
arguments {o well fupported by reafon, nor fuch fublime and fubtle
ideas advanced for the exiftence of God, and againf’t the blindnefs of
thofe who go through life without wholly furrendering themfelves to
aferious and continual worfhip of Him to whom we owe the gift and
prefervation of our being. I was furprifed at the character of this
man, and I could not comprehend how it was poffible for him to be at
once fo ﬁ'rong, and fo weak, fo admirable, yet {o ridiculous



FOURTH DISCOURSE

(oncerning the Marriages of the (hildren of Men with the
Beings of the Elements.

@ AWAITED the Comte de Gabalis at my houfe, as we

f@‘_‘ “i 1 had arranged at parting. He came at the appointed
2% hour and accoﬁ:ing me witha fmiling air faid, < Ah well,
“my Son, which of the Invifible Peoples does God give you moft
“ indination for, and would you prefer an alliance with Salamanders,
“Gnomes, Nymphs, or Sylphids 2~

“I'have not yet quite made up my mind to this marriage, Sir,” I
replied.

* What deters you 2~ he inquired.

“To be frank with you, Sir,” faid I, “I cannot conquer my
“ imagination, which always reprefents thefe pretended hofts of the
* Elements as {o many imps of Satan.”

“ Diffipate, O Lord !” cried he, O God of Light! Diffipate
“the darknefs in which ignorance and a perverfe education have
“enveloped the mind of this chofen one, whom Thou haft made me
“know that Thou doft deftine for fuch great things! And you, my
*Son, clofe not the door againft Truth which is willing to enter in
“unto you. Be non-refiftant. Nay, you need not be fo, for it is
“moft injurious to Truth to prepare the way for her. She knows
“how to break through gates of iron and how to enter where fhe
“pleafes defpite all refiftance of falfehood. What have you to
“ oppofe to her? Would you fay that God has not power to create in
* the Elements real beings fuch as T have defcribed ?~

“I have not looked into the matter,” faid I, “to afcertain
“ whether the thing itfelf be impoffible, whether a ﬁngle Element can
“furnifh blood, flefh and bones; whether temperament can exift
« without admixture, and acion without oppoﬁng force ; but afflum-

39
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“ing that God has been able thus to create, what found proof is
“ there that He has done fo 2~

“ Let me convince you of it at once, without further temporiﬁng.
“I] am going to fummon the Sylphs of Cardan ; and you fhall hear
* from their own lips what they are, and what I have taught you about
ce them-”

“ By no means, Sir,” I exdaimed haftily. « Poﬁpone fuch proof, 1
“ beg of you, until Tam perﬁ;aded that thefe folk are not the enemies
“of God; for until then I would rather die than wrong my
“ confcience by ——~

“Behold the ignorance and falfe piety of thefe unhappy times,”
interrupted the Comte wrathfully, ©“ Why do they not expunge the
~ greateft of the Anchorites from the Calendar of the Saints? Why
“do they not burn his ftatues ? It is a thoufand pities people do not
“ infult his venerable afhes and caft them to the winds, as they would
“ thofe of the poor wretches who are accufed of having had dealings
*with devils! Did he bethink himfelf to exorcife the Sylphs ? And
“did he not treat them as men? What have you to fay to that!
“ fcrupulous Sir, you and all your miferable doctors ? And is it your
* opinion that the Sylph who difcourfed concerning his nature to this
“ Patriarch was an imp of Satan? Did this incomparable man confer
“ with a hobgoblin concerning the Gofpel ? And will you accufe him
“of having profaned the adorable Myfteries by converfing
*concerning them with a phantom enemy of God? In that cafe
“ Athanafius and Jerome are moft unworthy of the great name accor-
“ded them by your learned men, for they have written eloquent
“ eulogies of aman who treated devils thus humanely.

“If they had taken this Sylph for a devil they would either have
« concealed the adventure or have altered the fenfe of the fermon, or
“of that very pathetic apoftrophe, which the Anchorite—more
“zealous and more credulous than you—made to the city of
“ Alexandria. Now if they thought him a being who had, as he
“ affirmed, a fhare in the redemption as well as we ourfelves, and if
“they confidered this apparition an extraordinary favour beftowed
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“by God upon the Saint whofe life they wrote, are you rational in
“ thinking yourfelf better informed than Athanafius and Jerome, and
*a greater Saint than the divine Antony? What would you have
“f{aid to that admirable man had you been one of the ten thousand
“hermits to whom he recounted the converfation he had juft been
*having with the Sylph ? Wifer and more enlightened than all thofe
“ terreftial Angels, you would doubtlefs have demonftrated to the
“Holy Abbot that his entire adventure was but pure illufion, and you
“would have diffuaded his difciple Athanafius from making known
“to all the world a ftory fo little in keeping with religion, philo-
“ {ophy, and common fenfe. Is not this true 2~

“It 1s true,” faid I, « that I fhould have thought beft either to fay
“ nothing whatever about it or to tell more.”

* Athanafius and Jerome,” replied he, “ were careful not to tell
“more, for that was all they knew, and even though they had known
«all, which is impoffible if one is not of our number, they would not
* rafhly have divulged the fecrets of the Sages.”

“But why not? Did not the Sylph propofe to St. Antony what
* you are to-day propofing to me ?~

“What ?” faid the Comte laughing, “Marriage? Ah! would
“ that have been quite fitting ?”

“ Probably the good man would not have accepted the offer,” I
ventured.

“No, certainly not,” faid the Comte, “for it would have been
* tempting God to marry at that age and to atk Him for children.”

“ What !~ excdlaimed. “ Do people marry Sylphs for the purpofe
* of having children ?~

“Indeed !~ faid he, “Is it ever permiffible to marry for any other
e PurPofe ?»

“I did not imagine,” faid 1, « that they afpired to the planting of
*family trees. 1had fuppofed their fole object to be the immortal-
“ ifation of the Sylphids.~

“ Ah! you are miftaken,” quoth he. “The charity of the Philo-
“ {fophers caufes them to have as their ultimate aim the immortality of
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“the Sylphids, but Nature makes them defire to fee them fruitful.
“ Whenever you wifh you {hall fee thefe philofophic families in the
* Air. Happy world, if there had been no other families and if there
“had been no children of {in !~

* What do you mean by children of fin 2~ linquired.

“They are, my Son” he explained, “all children who are born in
“ the ordinary way, children conceived by the will of the flefh and
“not by the will of God, children of wrath and maledi&ion; in a
“word, children of man and woman. You are longing to interrupt
“me. Ifee exactly what you would like to fay. Yes, my child, know
“ that it was never the will of the Lord that men and women fhould
“have children in the way in which they do. The defign of the Moft
“Wife Craftsman was far nobler. He would have had the world
“peopled in a different manner than we fee it. If wretched Adam
“had not grofily difobeyed God’s command not to touch Eve, and
“had he contented himfelf with all the other fruits in the garden of
“ pleafure, with the beauties of the Nlymphs and Sylphids, the world
*would not have had the {hame of feeing itfelf filled with men fo
“imperfect that they feem monfters when compared with the
* children of the Philofophers.~

“ Apparently, Sir,” faid I, ~ you believe Adam’s crime to have
“been other than that of eating the apple.”

“Why, my Son,” he replied, “are you one of thofe who are fo
* fimple-minded as to take the ftory of the apple literally ? Ah!know
“ that the Holy Language makes ufe of thefe innocent metaphors to
“prevent us from having improper ideas of an action which has
“ caufed all the miffortunes of the human race. Thus when Solomon
“faid, I will go up unto the palm tree and gather the fruit thereof,*
“he had another appetite than that for eating dates. This language
“ confecrated by the angels, and in which they chant hymns to the
“living God, has no terms to exprefs what it implies figuratively by
* the words apple and date. But the Sage eafily deciphers thefe chafte
“figures of {peech. When he fees that the tafte and mouth of Eve

* [Song of Sol. vii. 8.1
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* were not punifhed, and that {he was delivered with pain, he knows
“that it was not the tafting which was criminal. And difcovering
“ what the firft fin was, by reafon of the care which the firft finners
“ took to hide certain parts of their bodies with leaves, he concludes
“ that God did not will men to multiply in this vile way. O Adam!
“thou {houldft only have begotten men like unto thyfelf, or have
* engendered none fave heroes or giants.”

“Eh! What expedient had he,” I afked, “for either of «thefe
“marvellous generations?”

“ Obeying God,” he replied, ~and touching only the Nlymphs,
“ Gnomids, Sylphids or Salamanders. Thus there would have been
“none {ave heroes born, and the Univerfe would have been peopled
* with marvellous men filled with ftrength and wifdom. God has
“been pleafed to enable us to conjecture the difference between that
“innocent world and the guilty one we behold to-day by now and
“then permitting us to fee children born in the manner He
* defigned.”

“ Then, Sir, have thefe children of the Elements occafionally been
“feen? If fo, a Mafter of Arts from the Sorbonne, who was citing
*St. Auguftin, St. Jerome, and Gregory of Nazianzus the other
“ day, was miftaken in believing that no iffue can fi)ring from the love
“ of fpirits for women, or from the relation{hip men can have with
“ certain demons he called Hyphialtes.”

“Lactantius has reafoned better,” the Comte replied, “and
“ cautious Thomas Aquinas has learnedly determined not only that
“ thefe intimacies may he fruitful, but alfo that the children thus born
“are of a far nobler and more heroic nature. In fa&t, when it pleafes
* you, you {hall read of the lofty deeds of thofe mjghty and famous
“men whom Mofes fays were born in this manner.» We have their
“records in our pofieffion in the Book of the Wars of the Lord,
“ cited in the twenty-firft chapter of the Book of Numbers. Mean-
“ time juft think what the world would be if all its inhabitants were
“like Zoroafter.”

* [Gen. vi. 6.]
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“ What !~ faid I, “ Zoroafter whom people fay was the inventor

“ of necromancy 2~

*The fame of whom the ignorant have written that calumny,”
faid the Comte. “He had the honour of being the fon of the
« Salamander Oromafis and of Vefta, Noah's wife. He lived for
“twelve hundred years, the fagef’t monarch in the world, and then
*was carried away to the Region of the Salamanders by his father
“ Oromalis.”

“1 do not doubt that Zoroafter is with the Salamander Oromafis in
“the Region of Fire,” faid I, “but I {hould not like to put fuch an
“affront upon Noah as you have been guilty of.” @@@

“The affront is not fo great as you might think,” rcplied the
Comte ; “all your patriarchs confidered it a great honour to be the
“reputed fathers of thofe children whom the Sons of God were
“pleafed to have by their wives, but as yet this is too much for you.
“Let us return to Oromafis. He was beloved by Vefta, Noah’s
“wife. This Vefta after her death became the tutelary genius of
“Rome, and the Sacred Fire, which fhe defired the virgins to pre-
“ferve with fo much care, was in honour of the Salamander, her
“lover. Befides Zoroafter, there Iprang from their love a daughter
“ of rare beauty and wifdom, the divine Egeria., from whom Numa
“ Pompilius received all his laws. She compelled Numa, whom {he
“loved, to build a temple to Vefta, her mother, where the Sacred
“ Fire fhould be maintained in honour of “her father Oromafis. This
“is the truth concerning the fable about the Nlymph Egeria which
* Roman poets and hiftorians have related.

* William Poftel, leaft ignorant of all thofe who have ftudied the
“Cabala in ordinary books, was aware that Vefta was Noah’s wife,
“but he did not know that Egeria was Veftass daughter, and not
“having read the fecret books of the ancient Cabala, a copy of which
“the Prince de Mirande bought fo dearly, he confufed things and
“ believed that Egeria was merely the good genius of Noah’s wife.

“In thofe books we learn that Egeria was conceived upon the

« waters when Noah was Wandering upon the avenging floods which
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«inundated the Univerfe. Women were at that time reduced to the
“{mall number who were faved in the Cabaliftic Ark, built by that
“{econd father of mankind.

«This luftrious man, mourning over the frightful chaftifement
* wherewith the Lord was punifhing the crimes caufed by Adam’s
“love for Eve, and feeing that Adam had ruined his pofterity by
“preferring her to the daughters of the Elements and by taking her
“from that Salamander or Sylph who would have gained her
“ affections—Noah, I fay, profited by the fatal example of Adam
“and was content that his wife Vefta {hould yield herfelf to the
“ Salamander Oromafis, Prince of Fiery Beings; and perfuaded his
“three fons likewife to furrender their three wives to the Princes of
“the three other Elements. The Univerfe was, in a fhort time, “re-
“peopled with heroic men, fo learned, fo handfome, fo admirable,
* that their pofterity dazzled by their virtues has miftaken them for
“divinities. One of Noah’s children, rebelling againﬁ his father’s
“ counfel, could not refift the attractions of his wife any more than
“ Adam could withftand the charms of his Eve. But juft as Adam’s
“fin blackened the fouls of all his defcendants, fo, Ham’s lack of
* complaifance for the Sylphs branded all his black pofterity ; whence
“ comes the horrible complexion of the Ethiopians, fay our Cabalifts,
“and of all thofe hideous peoples who have been commanded to
“dwell in the torrid zone as punifhment for the profane ardour of
“their father.”

“Thefe are very ﬁngular fancies, Sir,” faid I, marvelling at the
man’s ravings, and your Cabala is of wonderful fervice in illumin-
“ ating antiquity.”

“Of wonderful fervice,” he rejoined gravely, and without it
* Scripture, hiftory, fable and Nature are obfcure and unintelligible.
“You believe, for example, that the injury Ham did his father was
*what it feems literally to be; as a matter of fact, it was fomething
“quite different. Noah went forth from the Ark, and perceiving
“ that his wife Veftahad but grown more beautiful through her love
“for Oromafis, fell pallionarely inlove with her again. Ham, fearing
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“that his father was about to re-people the earth with progeny as
“black as his own Ethiopians, feized his opportunity one day when
“ the old man was full of wine, and meraleflly maltreated him. You
ce lallgh "(»

o | laugh at Hamrs indifcreet zeal,” faid 1.

“ Rather,” replied he, “admire the kindnefs of the Salamander
*Oromafis, whom jealoufy did not prevent from taking pity upon
“the difgrace of his rival. He taught his fon Zoroafter otherwife
“known as ]aphet, the Name of Omnipotent God which exprefles
“His eternal fecundity. ]aphet pronounced the Redoubtable Nlame
“JABAMIAH fix times alternately with his brother Shem, walking
“backward towards the patriarch, and they completely reftored the
“old man. This ftory, mifunderftood, caufed the Greeks to fay
“ that the oldeft of the Gods was maltreated by one of his children ;*
“but this 1s the truth of the matter. Hence you can fee how much
“more humane are the ethics of the Children of Fire than our own
“and even more {o than thofe of the Peoples of the Air or the
“ Water ; for their jealoufy is cruel, as the divine Paracelfus fhows us
“in an incident he recounts, and which was witnefled by the entire
“town of Stauffenberg. A certain Philofopher, with whom a
“ Nymph was engaged in an intrigue of immortality, was fo difloyal
“as tolove a woman. As he fat at dinner with his new paramour and
“{fome friends, there appeared in the air the moft beautiful leg in the
“world. The invifible {weetheart greatly defired to fhow herfelf to
“ the friends of her faithlefs lover, that they might judge how wrong
“he was in preferring a woman to her. Afterward the indignant
* Nymph killed him on the fpot.”

«Ah Sir,” I exdaimed, “this is quite enough to difguﬁ me with
thefe tender {weethearts.”

“I confefs,” he rejoined, “that their tendernefs is apt to be
“{fomewhat violent. But if exafperated women have been known to
“murder their perjured lovers, we muft not wonder that thefe
“beautiful and faithful miftrefles fly into a paffion when they are

* [Refers to the caftration of Ouranos (Heaven) by Kronos.]
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“betrayed, and all the more {o {ince they only require men to abftain
* from women whofe imperfections they cannot tolerate, and giveus
“leave tolove as many of their number as we pleafe. They prefer the
“intereft and immortality of their companions to their perfonal
~ fatiffaction, and they are very glad to have the Sages give to their
“ Republic as many immortal children as poffible.”

“ But after all, Sir,” I afked, “how does it happen that there are fo
“ few examples of all that you tell me?~

“There are a great number, my child,” he anfwered, “but they
“are neither heeded nor credited, in fa&, they are not properly
“interpreted for lack of knowledge of our principles. People attri-
“bute to demons all that they fhould afcribe to the Elementary
“ Peoples. A little Gnome was beloved by the celebrated Magdalen of
“the Crofs, Abbefs of a Monaftery at Cordova in Spain. Their
* alliance began when {he was twelve years of age; and they continued
“ their relationfhip for the fpace of thirty years. An ignorant con-
“feffor perfuaded Magdalen that her lover was a hobgoblin, and
“compelled her to afk abfolution of Pope Paul IIl. It could not
“ poﬁibly have been a demon, however, for all Europe knew, and
* Caffiodorus Renius was kind enough to tranfmit to pofterity, the
“daly miracdes wrought through the interceffion of this holy
“maiden, and which obvioufly would never have come to pafs if her
“ relationfhip with the Gnome had been as diabolical as the venerable
“ Dictator imagined. This fame Doctor, if I miftake not, would
“impertinently have faid that the Sylph who immortalifed himfelf
“ with the youthful Gertrude, nun of the Monaftery of Nazareth in
« the diocefe of Cologne, was fome devil or other.”

« And fo he was, no doubt,” I faid.

* Ah, my Son,” purfued the Comte mirthfully,  If that were the
“ cafe the Devil is not the leaft unfortunate if he has power to carry
*on an intrigue with a girl of thirteen, and to write her fuch billets
“ doux as were found in her cafket. Reft affured, my child, that the
“Devil, in the region of death, has fadder employment and that
“more in keeping with the hatred which the God of Purity bears
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“him ; but thus do Peoplc wilfully clofe their eyes to the truth. We
“find, for inftance, in Titus Livy, that Romulus was the fon of
“Mars. The fceptics fay that this is a fable, the theologians that he
« was the fon of an incubus devil, the wags that Mademoifelle Sylvia
*had loft her gloves and fought to cover her confufion by faying that
*agod had ftolen them from her.

“ Now we who are acquainted with Nature, and whom God has
« called out of darknefs into His wonderful Light, know that this fo-
“ called Mars was a Salamander in whofe fight the young Sylvia found
“favour, and who made her the mother of the great Romulus, that
“hero who, after having founded his fuperb city, was carried away
“bv his father in a fiery chariot as Zoroafter was by Oromafis.
“ Another Salamander was the father of Servius Tullius. Titus Livy
“deceived by the refemblance, fays that he was the God of Fire.
* And the ignorant have paffed the fame judgment upon him as upon
“ the father of Romulus. The renowned Hercules and the invincible
* Alexander were fons of the greateft of the Sylphs. Not knowing
“ this, the hiftorians faid that ]upiter was their father. They fpoke
“ the truth for, as you have learned, thefe Sylphs, Nymphs and Sala-
*manders {et themfelves up for divinities. The hiftorians, believing
“them to be {o, called all thofe who were born of them < Children of
“the Gods.’

“Such was the divine Plato, the moft divine Apollonius of
“Tyana, Hercules, Achilles, Sarpedon, the pious /Eneas, and the
“celebrated Melchizedek. For do you know who the father of
“Melchizedek was 2~

“ No, indeed,” faid I, = St. Paul himfelf did not know.”

“ Rather, fay that he did not tell,” returned the Comte, “ and that
“he was not permitted to reveal the Cabaliftic Myfteries. He well
“knew that Melchizedek’s father was a Sylph, and that the King of
“Salem was conceived in the Ark by the wife of Shem. That
* Pontiff's method of facrificing was the fame as that which his coufin
“ Egeria taught King Numa, as well as the worfhip of a Supreme
“Deity without image or ftatue, for which reafon the “Romans,
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becoming idolaters at a later period, burned the “Holy Books of
Numa which Egeria had dictated. The firft “ God of the Romans
was the true God, their facrifice a true “ facrifice. They offered up
bread and wine to the Supreme “ Ruler of the Univerfe: but all that
became perverted in “courfe of time. In acknowledgment of this
firft worthip, “however, God gave the Empire of the World to this
city “ which had owned His fupremacy. The fame facrifice which
“Melchizedek——~

“Sir,” I interpofed, ~ Pray let us drop Melchizedek, the Sylph
“that begat him, his coufin Egeria, and the facrifice of bread and
“wine. Thefe proofs feern to be rather remote. I {hould be greatly
“obliged if you would tell me fome more recent news. For when
“fomeone afked a certain Doé&or what had become of the
* companions of that fpecies of Satyr which appeared to St. Antony
*and which you call a Sylph, I heard him fay that all thefe folk are
“dead nowadays. So it may be that the Elementary Peoples have
“perifhed fince you own they are mortal and we hear no tidings of
ce thcmo”

“I pray God,” exdaimed the Comte with emotion, “I pray
“God, who is ignorant of nothing, to be pleafed to ignore that
“ignoramus who decides fo prefumptoufly that of which he is igno-
“rant. May God confound him and all his tribe! Where has he
“learned that the Elements are abandoned and that all thofe wonder-
“ful Peoples are annihilated 2 If he would take the trouble to read
“hiftory a little, and not afcribe to the Devil, as the old wives do,
* everything which goes beyond the bounds of the chimerical theory
« which has been conftructed about Nature, he would find in all ages
*and in all places proofs of what I have told you.

“What would your Do&or fay to this authentic account of a
“ recent occurrence in Spain? A beautiful Sylphid was beloved by a
* Spaniard, lived with him for three years, prefented him with three
“fine children and then died. Shall one fay that fhe wasadevil? A
“ clever anfwer that! According to what Natural Philofophy can the

“Devil organife for himfelf a woman’s body, conceive, bear children
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“and fuckle them? What proof is there in Scripture of the extra-
* vagant power which your theologians are forced in this inftance to
“accord the Devil ? And with what probable reafon can their feeble
* Natural Philofophy fupply them ? The Jefuit Delrio in good faith
“naively recounts feveral of thefe adventures, and without taking
“the trouble to give phyfical explanations, extricates himfelf by
*faying that thofe Sylphids were demons. How true it is that your
~ greateft doctors very often know no more than filly women !

“How true it is that God loves to withdraw into His doud-
“enveloped throne, and deepening the darknefs which encompaffes
“His Moft Awful Majefty, He dwells in an inacceffible Light, and
“reveals His Truths only to the humble in heart. Learn to be
“humble, my Son, if you would penetrate that facred night which
“environs Truth. Learn from the Sages to concede the devils no
“power in Nature fince the fatal ftone has {hut them up in the depths
“of the abyfs. Learn of the Philofophers to feek always for natural
“caufes in an extraordinary events; and when natural caufes are
“lacking have recourfe to God and to His holy Angels, and never to
“evil {pirits who can no longer do aught but fuffer, elfe you would
* often be guilty of unintentional blafphemy and would afcribe to the
“ Devil the honour of the moft wonderful works of Nature.

“If you fhould be told, for example, that the divine Apollonius of
“Tyana was immaculately conceived, and that one of the nobleft
“Salamanders defcended to irnmortalife himfelf with his mother,
*you would call that Salamander a demon and you would give the
“Devil the glory of fathering one of the greateft men who ever
* {prang from our Philofophic marriages.”

“But, Sir,” I remarked, “this fame Apollonius is reputed
« amongﬁ us to be a great forcerer, and they have nothing better to
“fay of him.”

“Behold,” excaimed the Comte, “one of the moft wonderful
“effects of ignorance and bad education! Becaufe one hears one’s
“nurfe tell ftories about forcerers, every extraordinary occurrence
“can have only the Devil for author. The greareft doctors may
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“ftrive in vain, they are not believed unlefs they echo the nurfes.
“ Apollonius was not born of man ; he underftood the lmguagc of
“birds ; he was feen on the fame day in different parts of the world.
*He vanifhed in the prefence of the Emperor Domitian who withed
“to do him harm; he raifed a girl from the dead by means of
“Onomancy. He announced at Ephefus, in an affembly gathered
“from all parts of Afia, that at that very hour they were killing the
“tyrant at Rome. A judgment of this man is the point at iffue. The
“nurfes fay that he was a forcerer. St. Jerome and St. Juftin Martyr
“fay that he was merely a Philofopher. Jerome, Juftin and our
« Cabalifts are to be adjudged vifionaries, and filly women are to
“carry the day. Ah! Let the ignorant Perifh in their ignorance, but
* do you, my child, {ave yourfelf from {hipwreck.

“When you read that the celebrated Merlin was immaculately
“ conceived by anun, daughter of aking of Great Britain, and that he
“foretold the future more dearly than Tyrefias, do not fay with the
«malfles that he was the fon of an incubus devil, becaufe there never
“have been any; nor that he Propheﬁed through the affiftance of
“devils, fince according to the Holy Cabala a devil is the moft
“ignorant of all beings : Rather fay with the Sages that the Engli(h
“Princefs was confoled in her retirement by a Sylph who took pity on
“her, that he diverted her with his attentions, that he knew how to
“ pleafe her, and that Merlin, their fon, was brought up by the Sylph
“in all knowledgc, and learned from him to perform the many
* wonders which Englifh hiftory relates of him.

* No longer caft afperfion upon the Comtes de Cleves by faying
* that the Devil is their father, and have a better opinion of the Sylph
“ who, {o the ftory goes, came to Cleves in a miraculous boat drawn
“by a fwan harneffed with a filver chain. After having fevera
“children by the heirefs of Cleves, this Sylph re-embarked on his
“aerial boat one day at high noon, in full view of everyone. What
“has he done to your doctors that conftrains them to pronounce him
“adevil ?

“Have you fo little regard for the honour of the Houfe of
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 Lufignan as to give your Comtes de Poitiers a diabolical
“ genealogy ? What will you fay of their celebrated mother 2~

“I verily believe, Sir.” I dedared, « that you are about to tell me
“ the fairy tale of Melufina.”

“Ah!” he replied, “If you deny the ftory of Melufina I am
« indined to think you prejudiced. But in order to deny it you muft
“burn the books of the great Paracelfus who affirms in five or fix
“ different places that nothing is more certain than the fact that this
“fame Melufina was a Nlymph. And you muft give the lie to your
“hiftorians who fay that fince her death or, to fpeak more accurately,
“fince fhe difappeared from the ﬁght of her hufband, whenever her
“ defcendants are threatened with miffortune, or a King of France is
“to die in fome extraordinary way, fhe never fals to appear in
“mourning upon the great tower of the Chateau of Lufignan which
*{he had built. If you perfiftin maintaining that {he was an evil {pirit,
*you will pick a quarrel with all thofe who are defcended from this
* Nymph, or who are related to her houfe.”

* Do you think, Sir,” faid I, « that thefe noblemen prefer to trace
* their origin to the Sylphs 2~

“They would undoubtedly prefer to do fo,” he rejoined, “if
“they knew that which I am now teaching you., and they would
“ confider thefe extraordinary births a great honour. If they had any
* Cabaliftic Light they would know that fuch births are more confor-
“mable with the method whereby God, in the beginning, intended
*mankind to multiply. Children born in this way are happier, more
“valiant, wifer, more renowned and more bleft of God. Is it not
“more glorious for thefe illuftrious men to be defcended from
“ beings fo perfet, wife and powerful than from fome foul
* hobgoblin or infamous Afmodeus?”

« Sir,” faid I, “our theologians are far from faying that the Devil is
“the father of all thofe men who are born without one’s knowing
* who is refponfible for them. They recognife the fact that the Devil
“is a{pirit and therefore cannot engender.”

“ Grcgory of Nice,” replied the Comte, ~ does not fay that, for
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* he holds that demons multiply among themfelves as men do.”

“We are not of his opinion,” I anfwered, ~but it happens, our
“ doctors fay, that ——~

“ Ah!~ the Comte interrupted, “ do not tell me what they fay or
* you will be talking very ob{cene and indecent foolifhnefs as they do.
“What abominable evafion they have been guilty of! The way in
“ which they have all, with one accord, embraced this revolting idea
“is amazing. And what pleafure they have taken in pofting
“hobgoblins in ambufh to take advantage of the unoccupied lower
“nature of the reclufe, and fo haften into the world thofe miraculous
“men whofe illuftrious memory they blacken by fo bafe an origin.
* Do they call this philofophifing ? Is it worthy of God to fay that He
“has fuch complaifance for the Devil as to countenance thefe
“abominations, granting them the grace of fecundity which He has
*denied to great Saints, and rewarding fuch obfcenity by creating
“for thefe embryos of iniquity fouls more heroic than for thofe
*formed in the chaftity of legitimate marriage -

“If I dared to break in upon your declamation, Sir,” faid I, 1
“would own, in order to pacify you, that it were greatly to be
* defired that our doctors had hit upon fome folution lefs offenfive to
“{uch pure ears as yours. Indeed, they have been obliged altogether
“to deny the facts upon which the queftion is founded.”

“ A rare expedient!” he rejoined. “How is it poffible to deny
“manifeft truths? Put yourfelf in the place of an ermine-furred
* theologian and fuppofe the blefled Danhuzerus comes to you as the
* Oradle of his religion——~

At this point a lackey came to fay that a certain young nobleman
had come to vifit me.

“I do not care to have him fee me,” remarked the Comte.

“I atk your pardon, Sir,” faid I, “but as you can readily judge
“from this nobleman’s name, I cannot fay that I am not at home to
* anyone ; therefore may I trouble you to go into this dofet 2~

“It is not worth while,” faid he, “I am about to make myfelf

invifible.”
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“ Ah! Sir,” I exclaimed. “A truce to deviltry, I beg of you, I'am
not prepared to jeft about it.”

«What ignorance,” faid the Comte, fmiling and fhrugging his
fhoulders, “ not to know that to become invifible one has only to place
* before onefelf the oppofite of the light !

He went into my dofet and the young nobleman entered at almoft
the fame moment. I now afk his pardon for not {peaking to him of
my adventure.



FIFTH DISCOURSE

(ontinuation of this matter.

g HEN the illuftrious perfonage had taken his depar-

ture,on my return from accompanying himto the

== door, I found the Comte de Gabalis in my ftudy.
“Itisa great pity,” faid he,  that the nobleman who has juft left
“you is one day to become one of the feventy-two Princes of the
“ Sanhedrim of the Nlew Law, elfe he would be a great fubject for
“our Holy Cabala. His mind is profound, pure, broad, lofty and
“fearlefs. Here is the geomantic figure which I caft for him while you
* were talking together. Ihave never feen happier afpects nor thofe
“denoting a finer foul. Juft look at this - Mother *—what magna-
“nimity it gives him; and this ‘Daughter' will procure him the
“purple. Bad luck to her and to deftiny fince they deprive Philo-
* fophy of a fubject who might perhaps furpafs you. But where were
“we when he came in ?~

“You were Ii)eaking, Sir,” faid 1, « of a Saint whom I have never
“feen in the Roman Calendar. I think you called him Danhuzerus.”

“ Ah! I remember,” he replied, I was bidding you put yourfelf
“in the place of one of your doctors and fuppofe that the Bleffed
“ Danhuzerus had juft laid bare to you his confcience and faid, * Sir,
“ the fame of your learning has brought me from beyond the moun-
“tains. [ have aflight fcruple which is troubling me. A Nymph holds
“her court in a mountain in Italy, and a thoufand Nymphs almoft as
“beautiful as their Queen attend upon her. The hand fomeft and
“moft learned and moft worthy men refort thither from all the
“habitable globe. They love thefe Nymphs and are beloved by
“ them ; they lead the moft delightful life in the world ; the Nlymphs
“whom they love bear them very fine children; they worfhip the
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“ living God, injure no one and hope for immortality. I was one day
* walking upon this mountain and found favour in the eyes of the
“Queen of the Nlymphs, who appeared to me and {howed me her
“charming court. The Sages perceiving that {he loved me,
“ reverenced me almoft as their Prince. They exhorted me to yield
“to the Nlymphs ﬁghs and beauty. She told me of her martyrdom,
*and left unfaid nothing which might touch my heart, and in {hort
« convinced me that {he would die if I did not love her, and that if I
“loved her fthe would be indebted to me for her immortality. The
“arguments of thofe learned men prevailed over my principles,
“ even as the charms of the Nlymph won my heart. Ilove her and {he
“has borne me children of great promife, but in the midft of my
“ felicity I am fometimes troubled by the recollection that the Church
“of Rome might not approve of all this. Thave come to confult you,
* Sir, about this Nymph, thofe Sa,ges, thefe children. and the ftate of
“my confcience.” Well, Mr. Doctor, what anfwer would you make
“tomy Lord Danhuzerus ?~

*I {hould fay to him,” I anfwered, “ With all due refpect to you,
“ Lord Danhuzerus, you are letting your imagination run away with
“ you, or elfe your vifion is an enchantment, your children and your
“ miftrefs are hobgoblins, your Sages are fools, and I muft fay that
“ your con{cience is thoroughly cauterized.”

“ By fuch an anfwer, my Son, you might achieve a do¢tor’s hood,
“but you would not merit admiffion to our Order,” rejoined the
Comte with a deep figh. ~Such is the barbarous tendency of all your
“ doctors nowadays. A poor Sylph would never dare {how himfelf
“left he be ftraightway miftaken for a hobgoblin ; a Nlymph cannot
“labour to become immortal without pafling for an impure
“phantom ; and a Salamander would not dare appear for fear of
“being taken for the Devil himfelf : while the pure flames of which
“he is compofed would be thought the hell fire which ever attends
*upon the Prince of Darknefs. To diffipate thefe moft injurious fus-
“ picions they vainly make the ﬁgn of the crofs on appearing, bow the

“knee at Divine Names, and even pronounce them with reverence.
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“ All thefe precautions are futile. They cannot fucceed in changing
“ their reputation for being enemies of the God whom they wor{hip
“ more devoutly than do thofe who flee from them.”

* But ferioufly, Sir,” faid I, “ do you really believe thefe Sylphs to
“ be fuch extraordinarily devout folk ?~

“Moft devout,” he anfwered, “and moft zealous for Divinity.
“The fuperlatively excellent difcourfes upon the Divine Effence
“which they deliver to us, and their wonderful prayers edify us
“ greatly.”

“Have they prayers as well ? faid I. ~I{hould very much like to
“hear one of their making.”

“Itis eafy to gratify you,” he rejoined, ~and that I may not quote
“ a.nything of queftionable authority, and that you may be unable to
“{ufpect me of having fabricated it, liften to the prayer which the
* Salamander who gave an{wers in the Temple of Delphi was pleafed
“to teach the Pagans, and which is recorded by Porphyry. It con-
“tains a fublime theology from which you will perceive that if
“mankind did not worthip the true God, it was through no fault of
“ thefe Sage Beings.”

PRATER OF THE SALAMANDERS

Immortal, Eternal, Ineffable and Sacred Father of all things, Thou
who art borne upon the ceafeleffly-rolling chariot of the ever-turning worlds.
Thou Ruler of the Etherial (ountries where the Throne of Thy power is
raifed, from the fummit whereof Thy formidable eyes difcover all thing, and
Thine excellent and holy ears bear all things. Hearken unto Thy children
whom Thou haft loved from the birth of times for Thy golden, mighty, and
eternal Majefty [hines above the world and above the firmament of the
Stars. Thou art exalted above them, O radiant Fire. There Thou kindleft
Thyfelf and maintaineft Thyfelf by Thine own Splendour, and there go forth
from Tbine Eternal Effence inexhauftible ftreams of Light which nourifh
Thine infinite Spirit. Thine Infinite Spirit produces all things and caufes the
inexhauftible treafure of matter, which can never fail in that generation
which forever environs it, becaufe of the forms without number wherewith it
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is pregnant and wherewitlt Thou in the beginning didft fill it. From this
Thy Spirit, likewife, are born thofe Holy Kings who [tand about Thy
Throne, and who compofe Thy court, O Oniferval Father! O Thou
Onigue God! O Father of mortal and imortal Saints! Thou haft in
particular created Powers which are marvelloufly like unto Ihine Eternal
Thought, and unto Thine Adorable Effence. Thou hadft fet them higher
than the eAngels who announce to the world Thy Will. Laftly Thou haft
created in the Elements a third rank of Sovereigns. Our continual exercifes
is to praife Thee and and to worfbip Thy Will. We burn with defire to
poffefs Thee, O Fabter, O Mother, who art tendereft of <Mothers, O
wonderful exemplar of the fentiments and tendernefs of Mothers, O Son,
the flower of all Sons, O Form of all Forms, Thou Soul, Spirit, Harmony
and Number of all things!

“What fay you to this prayer of the Salamanders? Is it not
“ exceedingly learned, lofty and devout 2~

«And exccedingly obfcure as well,” I anfwered. «I once heard it
“paraphrafed by a preacher who proved thereby that the Devil, in
« addition to his other vices, is above all elfe a great hypocrite.”

“Alas!” excdaimed the Comte, “Poor Elementary Peoples!
* What refource is left you? You tell marvellous things concerning
“ the Nature of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, the Aﬁif’cing
“ Intelligences, Angels and Heavens. Y ou make wonderful prayers
“and teach them to man; yet after all you are nothing but
“hypocritical hobgoblins !~

“Sir,” I haftily obferved, “it makes me uncomfortable to have
* you thus apoftrophife thefe Peoples.”

“ Nay, my Son,” he replied, “ do not fear left I fummon them, but
“ rather left your faintheartednefs {hould in the future prevent you
* from having any realifation beyond that of amazement that you fee
“ fewer examples of their alliance with men than you could with for.
“Alas! Where is the woman whofe imagination has not been
“beclouded by your do&ors, and who does not look with horror
“upon this relationfhip, and who would not tremble at the
* appearance of a Sylph? Where is the man with leaft pretenfion to
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“ being good who does not flee the ﬁght of them ? Do we find, fave
“ very rarely, aman of worth who would care to be on famuliar terms
“with them? Only proﬂigates, mifers, ambitious men or knaves
“ court this honour to which, however, (praife CjoaD, they fhall never
*attain ; * for the fear “ of the Lord is the beginning of Wifdom. ~
“Then what 1s to become of all thefe flying Nations,” I inquired,
*now that honeft folk are {o prejudiced againft them ?~

« Ah ' faid he, “ The arm of God is in no wife {hortened, and the
“Devil does not derive all the advantage he anticipated from the
“ignorance and error which he has fpread to their detriment ; for in
“addition to the fact that the Philofophers, of whom there are a
“ great number, do their utmoft to remedy it by abfolutely renoun-
“ cing women, God has given all thefe Peoples permiffion to make ufe
“of every innocent artifice of which they can bethink themfelves in
* order to converfe with men without their knowledge.”

« What do I hear, Sir ?* 1 exclaimed.

“Youhear nothing but the truth,” he replied. “But Ihave amuch
“ greater fecret to communicate to you. Know, my Son, that many
“ aman believes himfelf to be the fon of a man, who is really the fon of
*a Sylph. Did I not tell you the other day that the Sylphs and other
“ Lords of the Elements are overjoyed that we are willing to inftruct
“them in the Cabala? Were it not for us their great enemy the
“Devil would alarm them exceedingly, and they would have diffi-
“culty in immortalifing themfelves without the knowledge of the
“maidens.”

“I cannot fufficiently wonder at the profound ignorance in
“ which we live,” I remarked. “It is currently believed that the
“ Powers of the Air fometimes help lovers to attain their defires.
“ Apparently the contrary is true ; the Powers of the Air require the
« afliftance of men in their love affairs.”

“Quite {o, my Son,” the Comte went on, “the Sage lends
* affiftance to thefe poor people who, were it not for him, would be
“too wretched and too weak to refift the Devil. But when a Sylph
“has learned from us to pronounce Cabaliftically the potent Name
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“ Nebmabmibab, and to combine it in mantric form# with the
“delicious name Eliael, all powers of darknefs take ﬂight and the
* Sylph peacefully enjoys the fociety of hisloved one.

“When thefe gentlemen  are immortalifed, they labour
“earnefly and live moft pioufly that they may not lofe their
“ recently-acquired right to the poffeffion of the Supreme Good.
“They therefore defire the perfon to whom they are allied to live
“ with exemplary innocence, as is apparent in that celebrated
“adventure of a young Lord of Bavaria. He was inconfolable at the
“ death of his wife, whom he loved paffionately. A certain Sylphid
“ was advifed by one of our Sages to affume the likenefs of the wife.
“She had confidence in the Sage and prefented herfelf to the
“ forrowing young man, ﬁying that God had raifed her from the
* dead to confole him in his extreme affliction. They lived together
“many years and had feveral beautiful children. The young noble-
“man, however, was not a good enough man to retain the gentle
* Sylphid ; he ufed to blafpheme and ufe bad language. She often
“ warned him, but feeing that her remonftrances were unavailing {he
“dif” appeared one day, and left him nothing but her petticoats and
“the regret of having been unwilling to follow her pious counfel.
“Thus you fee, my Son, that Sylphs fometimes have reafon to
“difappear. You fee too that neither the Devil nor the fantaftic
“ caprices of your theologians can prevent the People of the Elements
“from working with fuccefs for their immortality when they are
“helped by one of our Sages.”

* But honeftly, Sir,” I afked, “are you perfuaded that the Devil
*is {o great an enemy of thefe feducers of young girls?~

* A mortal enemy,” faid the Comte, “efpecially of the Nymphs,
“Sylphs and Salamanders. As for the Gnomes, he does not hate
“ them nearly fo much becaufe, as I believe you have already learned,
“the Gnomes, frightened by the howlings of the Devils which they
“hear in the centre of the earth, prefer to remain mortal rather than

* [“mantric” is a {purious interpolation by the tranflators; the French has 4 le
combiner dans les formes avec le nom délicueux Eliael.”]
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“run the rifk of being thus tormented {hould they acquire immor-
“tality. Thence it comes to pafs that thefe Gnomes and the demons,
“ their neighbours, have a good deal to do with one another. The
“latter perfuade the Gnomes, who are naturally moft friendly to
“man, that it is doing him a very great fervice and delivering him
“from great danger, to compel him to renounce his immortality. In
“ exchange, they Promife the man whom they can perfuade to this
“ renunciation that they will provide him with all the money he afks
“for, will avert the dangers which might threaten his life during a
“given period, or will grant any other condition pleaﬁng to him who
“ makes this wretched covenant. Thus the Devil, wicked fellow that
“he 1s, through the mediation of a Gnome, caufes the foul of fuch a
*man to become mortal and deprives it of the right to eternal life.”
“Then, Sir,” cried I, “in your opinion thofe covenants, of
« which demonographers cite fo many examples, are not made with
“the Devil at all 2~

“ No, affuredly not,” replied the Comte, “Has not the Prince of
“the World been driven out ? Is he not confined ? Is he not bound ?
“Is he not the terra damnata et maleditta which is left at the bottom of
* the retort of the Supreme and Archetype Diftiller ? Can he afcend
“into the Region of Light and fpread there his concentrated dark-
“nefs? He can do nothing againft man. He can only infpire the
“QGnomes, his ncighbours, to come and make thefe propofitions to
“thofe among mankind whom he moft fears may be faved, to the end
« that their fouls may die with their bodies.”

“Then,”fad I, ~ according to you thefe fouls do die 2~

“ They die, my child,” he anfwered.

“ And are not thofe who enter into fuch covenants damned ?~
“They cannot be damned,” faid he “for their fouls die with
“ their bodies.”

“Then they are let off easily, and they are very lightly punifhed
“ for {o heinous a crime as that of renouncing the faving grace of their
“ Baptifm, and the Death of Our Lord.”

“Do you call it bcing lightly punifhed,” faid the Comte, “to
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“return into the black abyfs of nonexifhence? Know that it is a
“ greater punifhment than that of bcing damned, and that there is
“ ftill a remnant of mercy in the juftice which God exercifes towards
* the finners in Hell : it is a great grace not to let them be confumed by
“the fire which burns them. Non-exiftence is a greater evil than
“Hell. This is what the Sages preach to the Gnomes when they
* affemble them to make them underftand the wrong they do them-
“{elves in preferring death to immortality and nonexiftence to the
“hope of a bleffed eternity, which they would have the right to
“ poflefs if they would only ally themfelves to men without exacting
“from them fuch criminal renunciation. Some yield to our per-
* fuafions and we marry them to our daughters.”

“Then, Sir, do you eva.ngclife the Subterranean Peoples?~ I
inquired.

” Why not 2~ he replied. “We are inftructors to them as well as
“ to the Peoples of the Fire, Air and Water ; and Philofophic charity
“is extended without diftinction to all thefe children of God. As
*they are more {ubtile and more enlightened than the generality of
“mankind, they are more tractable and amenable to diﬁ:ipline, and
“liften to the divine truths with a reverence which charms us.”

“It muft be charming indeed,” I exdaimed mirthfully, “to fee a
* Cabalift in the pulpir holding forth to thefe gentlemen !

“ Y ou {hall have that pleafure, my Son, whenever you wifh,” faid
the Comte, “and if you fo defire I will affemble them this very
“ evening and will preach to them at midnight.”

“At midnight,” I protefted, I have been told that that is the
“hour of the Sabbat.”

The Comte began to laugh. “ You remind me,” he faid, «of all
*the imbecilities related by the demonographers in that chapter on
* their imaginary Sabbat. Y ou are not going to tell me that you alfo
“ believe in it, that would indeed be a joke !

“Oh !~ I retorted, “as for thofe tales of the Sabbat, I affure you
“I do not believe one of them.”

“Thatis right, my Son,” {aid he, “ for I repeat that the Devil has
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“not power thus to amufe himfelf at the expenfc of mankind, nor to
“enter into covenants with men, ftill lefs to make himfelf wor-
“fhipped as the iniquifitors believe. “What has given rife to the
“popular rumour is that the Sages, as I have juft told you, affemble
“the Inhabitants of the Elements to preach their Myfteries and
“ Ethics to them. And as it ufually happens that fome Gnome turns
*from his grofs error, comprehends the horrors of non-exiftence
“and confents to become immortalifed, they beftow upon him one
“of our daughters ; he is married and the nuptials are celebrated with
“ all the rejoicing called for by the recent conquett. There are dances
“and thofe {houts of joy which Ariftotle fays were heard in certain
«ifles where, neverthelefs, no living being was vifible. The mighty
“ Orpheus was the firft to convoke thefe Subterranean Peoples. At
“hus firft leGure Sabazius. the moft ancient of the Gnomes, was im-
“mortalifed; and from that Ssbazius was derived the name of this
* Aflembly wherein the Sages were wont to addrefs a fpeech to him
“as long as he lived, as is apparent in the Hymns of the divine
* Orpheus.

“The ignorant have confounded things, and have made them the
“occafion of a thoufand impertinent tales, and of defaming an
“ Affembly which we convene folely to the glory of the Supreme
“Being.

“I {hould never have imagined the Sabbat to be a devotional
« affembly,” faid I.

“And yet it is a moft holy and Cabaliftic one ;” he rejoined, “a
* fact of which it would not be eafy to perfuade the world. But fuchis
“ the deplorable blindnefs of this unjuft age; people are carried away
“by popular rumour and do not in the leaft with to be undeceived.
* Sages fpeak in vain, fools are more readily believed than they. In
*vain does a Philofopher bring to light the falfity of the chimeras
“people have fabricated, and prefent manifeft proofs to the con-
“trary. No matter what his experience, nor how found his argu-
“ment and reafoning, let but a man with a do¢or’s hood come along
“and write them down as falfe,— experience and demonftration
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“count for naught and it is henceforward beyond the power of
“ Truth to re-eftabli{h her empire. People would rather believe in a
“doctor’s hood than in their own eyes. There has been in your
“native France a memorable proof of this popular mania. The
« famous Cabalift Zedechias, in the reign of your Pépin, took it into
“his head to convince the world that the Elements are inhabited by
“thefe Peoples whofe nature I have juft defcribed to you. The
* expedient of which he bethought himfelf was to advife the Sylphs to
“{how themfelves in the Air to everybody; they did fo fumptu-
“oufly. Thefe beings were {een in the Air in human form, fome-
“times in battle array ma.rching in good order, halting under arms,
“or encamped beneath magnificent tents. Sometimes on wonder-
“ fully conftructed aerial {hips, whofe ﬂying fquad rons roved at the
“will of the Zephyr. What happened? Do you fuppofe that
“ignorant age would fo much as reafon as to the nature of thefe
“marvellous {pectacles? The people ftraightway believed that
*forcerers had taken poffeffion of the Air for the purpofe of raifing
*tempefts and bringing hail upon their crops. The learned theo-
“logians and jurifts were foon of the fame opinion as the maffes. The
“ Emperors believed it as well ; and this ridiculous chimera went fo
“far that the wife Cha.rlema,gne, and after him Louis the Débonn-
“ aire, impofed grievous penalties upon all thefe fuppofed Tyrants of
“the Air. You may fee an account of this in the firft chapter of the
* Capitularies of thefe two Emperors.

* The Sylphs fecing the populace, the pedants and even the
“ crowned heads thus alarmed againﬁ them, determined to diffipate
* the bad opinion people had of their innocent fleet by carrying off
*men from every locality and {howing them their beautiful women,
“ their Republic and their manner of government, and then fetting
“them down again on earth in divers parts of the world. They
* carried out their plan. The people who faw thefe men as they were
“ deﬁ:ending came running from every direction, convinced before-
“hand that they were forcerers who had feparated from their

“ companions in order to come and fcatter Poifons on the fruit and in
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“the fprings. Carried away by the frenzy with which fuch fancies
“infpired them, they hurried thefe innocents off to the torture. The
* great number of them who were put to death by fire and water
* throughout the kingdom is incredible.

“ One day, among other inftances, it chanced at Lyons that three
“men and a woman were {een defcending from thefe aerial {hips.
“The entire city gathered about them, crying out that they were
“magicians and were fent by Grimaldus, Duke of Beneventum,
“ Charlemagne’s enemy, to deftroy the French harvefts. In vain the
“four innocents fought to vindicate themfelves by faying that they
“were their own countryfolk, and had been carried away a fhort
“time fince by miraculous men who had {hown them unheard-of
“marvels, and had defired them to give an account of what they had
“f{een. The frenzied populace paid no heed to their defence, and
*were on the point of cafting them into the fire when the worthy
“ Agobard, Bithop of Lyons, who having been a monk in that city
“had acquired confiderable authority there, came running at the
“noife, and having heard the accufations of the people and the
“ defence of the accufed, gravely pronounced that both one and the
“other were falfe. That it was not true that thefe men had fallen
“from the fky, and that what they faid they had feen there was
“impoffible.

“The people believed what their good father Agobard faid
“rather than their own eyes, were pacified, fet at liberty the four
* Ambaffadors of the Sylphs, and received with wonder the book
“which Agobard wrote to confirm the judgment which he had
“pronounced. Thus the teftimony of thefe four witnefles was
“rendered vain.

“ Neverthelefs, as they efcaped with their lives they were free to
“ recount what they had feen, which was not altogether fruitlefs for,
“as you will recall, the age of Charle magne was prolific of heroic
“men. This would indicate that the woman who had been in the
“home of the Sylphs found credence among the ladies of that period
“and that, by the grace of God, many Sylphs were immortalifed.
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“Many Sylphids alfo became immortal through the account of their
“ beauty which thefe three men gave which compelled the people of
“thofe times to apply themfelves fomewhat to Philofophy; and
“ thence are derived all the ftories of the fairies which you find in the
“love legends of the age of Charlemagne and of thofe which
“followed. All thefe fo-called fairies were only Sylphids and
* Nlymphs. Did you ever read thofe hiftories of heroes and fairies?”

“No Sir,” faid I.

“I'am forry to hear it,” he replied, « for they would have given
“you fome idea of the ftate to which the Sages are one day deter-
“mined to reduce the world. Thofe heroic men, thofe love affairs
*with Nlymphs, thofe voyages to terreftial paradife, thofe palaces
*and enchanted woods and all the charming adventures that happen
“in them, give but afaint idea of the life led by the Sages and of what
* the world will be when they fhall have brought about the Reign of
“Wifdom. Then we {hall {fee only heroes born; the leaft of our
« children will have the ﬁrength of Zoroafter, Apollonius or Melchi-
“zedek ; and moft of them will be as accomplithed as the children
“ Adam would have had by Eve had he not finned with her.”

“Did you not tell me, Sir,” I interpofed, “that God did not
“ wifh Adam and Eve to have children, that Adam was to think only
“ of Sylphids, and Eve only of fome Sylph or Salamander?~

“It is true,” faid the Comte, “that they ought not to have had
“ children in the way in which they did.”

“Then Sir,” I continued, “your Cabala empowers man and
“ woman to create children otherwife than by the ufual method?~

* Affuredly,” he replied.

« Ah Sir,” I entreated, « teach this method tome, I beg of you.”

“You will not find it out to-day, and it pleafe you,” faid he
{milingly, “I wifh to avenge the People of the Elements for your
“having been fo hard to undeceive regarding their fuppofed
“deviltry. I do not doubt that you are now recovered from your
“panic terrors. Therefore Ileave you that you may have leifure to
“meditate and to deliberate in the prefence of God as to which
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“ Ii)ecics of Elementary Beings will be moft appropriate to His glory

*and to your own, as a participant in your immortality.

* Meanwhile I go to meditate in preparation for the difcourfe you
*have made me long to deliver to the Gnomes to-night.”

* Are you intending to explain a chapter of Averroés to them ?~
fadl.

“I believe that it might be well to introduce fomething of the
“fort,” faad the Comte, “for I intend to preach to them on the
“excellence of man, that I may influence them to feek his alliance.
« Like Ariftotle, Averroés held two theories which it would be well
“for me to explain, one as to the nature of the underﬁanding, and
“the other as to the Chief Good. He fays that there is only one
“created underﬁanding which is the image of the uncreated, and
* that this unique undcr{’canding fuffices for all men; that requires
“explanation. And as for the Chief Good, Averroés fays that it
«confifts in the converfation of Angels, which is not Cabaliftic
* enough. For man, even in this life can, and is created to, enjoy
“God, as you will one day underftand and experience when you {hall
“have reached the eftate of the Sages.”

Thus ends the Difcourfe of the Comte de Gabalis. He returned
the next day and brought the fpeech that he had delivered to the
Subterranean Peoples. It was marvellous! I would publifh it with
the feries of Difcourfes which a certain Vicomtefle and I have had
with this luftrious Man, were I certain that all my readers would
have the proper fpirit, and not take it amifs that I amufe myfelf at the
expenfe of fools. If I fee that people are willing to let my book
accomplifh the good that it is capable of doing and are not unjuftly
fufpecting me of feeking to give credit to the Occult Sciences under
pretence of ridiculing them, I {hall continue to delight in Monfieur le
Comte, and fhall foon be able to publi{h another volume.
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