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Assignment #2: The Trusteeship Council

The Trusteeship Council is one of the principle organs of the United Nations that was established to set up International Trusteeship System by supervising the trust territories in consultation with the administering authorities. In 1994, with the independence of Palau, the last trust territory administered under this system, the Council's actual work was concluded. I would like to explain the Council's work and discuss its achievement. 


The UN Charter (Article 86 - 91) provides Trusteeship Council's composition, function and powers. Its membership was as follows: (1) states that administer trust territories, (2) permanent members of the Security Council that did not administer trust territories, and (3) elected members. Currently, only the permanent members of the SC remain as its members. The Charter authorized the Trusteeship Council to examine and discuss reports from the administering authority on the political, economic, social advancement of the peoples of trust territories, and to accept petitions and examine them in consultation with the administering authority. It was also authorized to send mission periodically to the territories for on-spot investigations. Regarding the power, the Council was allowed to make recommendations only, and it was subordinated to the General Assembly like the ECOSOC.


Now that the role of the Trusteeship Council was completed, I would like to evaluate its work as a whole. It is obvious that the Council affected the quality of administration in the trust territories. Petitions and visiting missions had not only informational function but also alert function to the administering authorities' policies and conducts of the territorial affairs. Such functions of the Council formulated a great pressure on the trust-holding states, and thus it made incentives for the administering states to push the territories toward independence and self-government. 

What the Council has done should be regarded as a one of great achievements of the United Nations. Independence or self-government for trust territories, which was the Charter's goal, was reached peacefully and successfully. The Trusteeship System maintained by the Trusteeship Council facilitated better standards of administration in the trust territories and eventually the independence of them. The only thing that remains to be done is a Charter amendment that abolishes the Trusteeship Council.

