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Assignment #1: The actual amendments in the Charter
There are two forms of amendments to the Charter of the United Nations (UN). One is the amendment that has come into force in formal way according to the Charter's provisions (Art. 108-109), and the other is the one that has been made through its operations and practices but not through legal procedures. These amendments made by different ways have different characteristics and meanings. 

For formal amendments to be made, the proposals of the amendments have to be approved by two-thirds of the General Assembly member states and ratified by two-thirds of them, including all the permanent members of the Security Council (SC). Since the five permanent members of the SC have a veto, even one vote from the five can prevent amendments from taking effect. An agreement on formal amendments is hard to be reached. In fact, there have been only three cases in the UN history where they formally added amendments to the Charter. Two of them came to be effective in 1965, enlarging the Security Council and Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) with the increase in the member states in the United Nations itself. The other amendment was made in 1973, which enlarged the ECOSOC again. While there were only a few formal amendments, the UN has often dealt with changes in interpretations of the Charter, which can be seen as de facto amendments. The UN Charter does not have a constitutional umpire, and the UN is a highly politicized organization. Thus, constitutional development of the Charter has been made through political negotiations by the member states or political organs both inside and outside the framework of the UN. 

Three formal amendments were a necessary step for the Untied Nations to adjust to the changing world environment, especially in terms of the increase of the member states in the UN. The amendments to the Charter were relevant in that it became capable of reflecting regional diversity of the member states more equally. However, the fact that formal amendments can hardly be made because of the political difficulty, especially with the existence of veto by the five permanent members of the SC, casts a problem. It implies that the UN is unlikely to be able to work efficiently when issues concerned are against the interests of the politically influential states. For the same reason, in the case of informal amendments, or changing interpretations of the Charter, political negotiations do not necessarily bring the favorable results for all. However, in this case, the positive aspects would be that all processes for the amendments are more flexible since no veto can be used by the powers. 

