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Assignment #4: Between peace and Security on the one side, and economic and social development on the other, which holds out a greater promise for world prosperity?

World prosperity is an ultimate object of the United Nations. In order to serve for that purpose, the UN has taken an approach that is based on two pillars: One is peace and security, and the other is economic and social development. This exactly reflects the fact that both are complementary to each other. Recently, however, more attention came to be paid to the importance of the latter issues. This essay explores the shift in the UN approach for world prosperity. 

Maintenance of peace and security seemed to be considered the symbolic role of the United Nations. However, it turned out that security cooperation was actually not intense or successful in terms of the implementation of Collective Security under Chapter 7 of the UN Charter. In fact, the rivalry and tension between the great powers during the Cold War was an obstacle to the Collective Security system. Although the end of the Cold War once brought an optimistic view toward the UN security system, the change in a world political environment cast another problems. As is seen, threats to peace are emerging more often at micro level, that is, between ethnic groups but not at a state level. Apparently, the nature of conflicts has shifted in a way that the state-centric approach embodied in the collective security can no longer function efficiently. 

The recent regional conflicts imply that it is significant to take more comprehensive measures for peace and security. Maintenance of peace and security in a militarily sense only cannot serve for that purpose. Such an approach cannot efficiently prevent humanitarian disasters as seen in Somalia, Rwanda, Kosovo and so on. In this sense, Peacekeeping Operation based on Chapter 6 has been supporting the significant role of the UN despite the limitations on its mission. However, in terms of world prosperity, the role of PKO, not to mention the other military operations authorized by the UN, is not sufficient, and it does not bring an absolute solution to the conflicts. What lies under the causes of conflicts is complicated: however, it is right to note that reconstruction of societies by securing and improving the quality of human life is a crucial matter in the long perspective to restore the peace. This suggests that the area the second pillar covered has a great meaning in the sphere of peace and security. Thus, the difference in the measures required in the two arenas has become blurred. 

Another significant trend is that global social and economic inequality has become prominent with globalization. There seems to be more tensions regarding the economic interests between developed and developing states. Since economic interests are directly linked to the prosperity of a state and they are basically conflicting, coordination is necessary to reduce the disparity among states to obtain prosperity at a global level. Otherwise, it might grow into a potential threat to peace. 

There is still a long way before attaining world prosperity. Peace and security is a necessary condition for that object. At the same time, social and economic development has to be enhanced. These two issues are co-related to each other so that a well-balanced approach is required. Since the nature of conflicts is different from what was initially envisaged at the founding of the UN, when world politics was seen through the state-centric perspective especially by the leading powers, measures that would embody the human-centered concept should be taken so that remedies for humanitarian disaster can be provided. Although it does not necessarily undermine the importance of security system in a militarily sense, the concentration should be shifted to adjust the current global environment. With emerging global issues such as environmental and health problems, the relative importance of social and economic development has increased and the more focus on them will help greatly progress toward prosperity.

