[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]




Serving Berkeley, Charleston,

 and Dorchester counties

Low Country Stargazers Club News Letter

“Affiliated with the Southeast Region Astronomical League since 1983"
On the web: http://www.geocities.com/cdrabitoy/LCSHome_Page.html

  Volume 24
July 2005
Number 02  

President
Kirsten Watson
367-5564
Vice President


Treasurer
Carol Swan
764-3727
Secretary


Editor
Kevin Rasso
873-6750
Executive Board Member


Alcor
Chris Morrow
207-0496

Special Announcements
Our Thoughts Go Out to Elaine by Kirsten (6/23/05)
Elaine underwent a quadruple bypass Monday afternoon.  She was to have a triple but the fourth artery was 1/3 blocked.  She did well in surgery and the doctor took a personal interest in her surgery.  She was in surgery 8 1/2 hours and then 2 hours in recovery.  Her first night in ICU she had a panic attack and couldn't get the attention of anyone! Their daughter the lawyer straightened that out!!!  She had the chest tubes removed last evening which is ahead of schedule.  With any luck she should be out of ICU Friday evening or Saturday and upstairs on a ward but that is second guessing the doctors.  She was admitted a week ago Tuesday for reflux but really surprised the Cardiology Department with the blockage.  The Cardiology Department isn't taking any chances with her though!  Jim, TJ, and Kim have been sleeping in the waiting room of the ICU waiting room but hospital security isn't letting them stay with Elaine.  It shouldn't be too much longer though.
Latest Update on Elaine by Kirsten (7/11/05)
She is at home recovering and doing as good as can be expected after the surgery. Still gets tired
easily. She has an infection in one of her legs and is on her second round of antibiotics. Keep your thoughts and prayers with her.

Solicitations by Kevin

Well, first off let me apologize for the late news letter.  I was on vacation and without proper resources.  However, let me assure you we are up and running again!  The club meeting (this month) was great, and we really got some good ideas coming.  Next month we’ll have another lecture, and hopefully some goodies.  We are also planning a Collimation Cookout and Observation headed up by Chris Morrow in my back yard.  Lots of fun…just in time for school!  Again, anything you guys want in the news letter, please email vitozilla@hotmail.com.  We are always looking for stuff to share with other club members, so don’t feel intimidated…this is your astronomy club!
Procrastinators Yearly Club Dues

Carol says there is still enough time to collect dues to pay for the Astronomical League registration. The club is also planning on spending some resources for club perks.  Membership will definitely have its benefits!  For members who joined after June 04, talk to Carol for your pro-rated fee.  Forms can be found on our website.
Recap: June 05
Recap is the place to talk about the preceding month’s events.  Club minutes will be incorporated to keep members who couldn’t make it to the monthly meeting abreast of club plans.
3rd: LCS Club Meeting
Social: Let’s talk about what to talk about!  Kevin and Kirsten came up with a lecture schedule.  They also requested club funds to purchase incentive items and door prizes.
LCS Calendar of Events: July 05
8th: LCS Club Meeting
Club Business
Lecture: Setting Circles by Chris Morrow
Social: Deep Impact and plans for Club Cookout (some time in August)
30th: Club Observing Rain Date @ Rifle Range
Check This Out!

Check This Out! Is the place for members to share everything from resources, websites, product reviews, etc.  If you find something good or bad…let us know!
Books
Revue by Kirsten

The Modern Moon:
A Personal View By Charles A. Wood

 

Last Year I won this Book in a Raffle at the Mid Atlantic Star Party in North Carolina. I finally took some time and started to read the Modern Moon. I found myself many times on wanting to go outside with my Telescope and see if I could find the features I just read about, but alas the Moon was not up or not the right time to see a particular object. This is an excellent Book and any one that is interested in observing the Moon should read this Book. Also I saw the companion
Book: Atlas Of The Moon., by Antonin Rükl
These Books are worth every Penny. You can find them at Sky & Telescope.
Deal for everyone…if we get 10 people who want to get this book we’ll save 40%!!!  Only $12.00

The Grand Tour
A Traveler’s Guide To The Solar System
     Revised Edition
  By Ron Miller and William K. Hartmann

 

This Book has all new Paintings, Drawings, Photographs & Maps + informative text about our Solar System. I will bring it to the July meeting. So ask me about it.
Keep looking up,

Kirsten
Websites
Here are two web- addresses for an Observing Log sheet and one for a Calendar. 

Terry’s Hunt of the Month (that’s the web side I get a lot of info from) 
http://www.geocities.com/tlt284@flash.net/
 

 Astronomy Lab 2/ Is a shareware program (Calendar-Sun & Moonrise/setting/Planet /Eclipses/Meteor showers.......)
http://www.personalmicrocosms.com/html/ss_alw32.html
 

Have fun checking out these places,
 

Kirsten
Observations

Observations is the place to share your victories (or defeats) on observing, and tips to help others share and record their experiences with astronomy.
Dark Sky by Michael Watts


I went to the Sacramento mountains about 30 miles from Alamagordo.  The site was dark, about 15 miles from the Apache Point Observatory, which is where the Sloan Digital Sky Survey is being done.  Elevation was 7300 feet.  I was able to image from about 9:40PM to 4:15 AM.

I used a Celestron 14” SCT with an Optec .5 reducer so it was about

f5.5 with a focal length of about 2000 mm.  The mount was the superb Software Bisque Paramount.  The camera was an SBIG ST2000XCM single shot color (2 megapixels, Peltier cooled) with an IR blocking filter. The ST2000XCM has a built-in autoguiding camera and most of the time the rig tracked to within 0.2 pixel with a tracking interval from 4 secs to 15 secs – depending upon the brightness of the guide star.  The focuser was the Optec temperature compensated automatic focuser.  I used FocusMax for the initial focusing and let the temperature compensation work from then on.  The seeing varied from .5 arcseconds to about 1.8 arcseconds and averaged about 1.25 arcseconds.  I used CCDSoft for capture and reduction.  I standardized on a fifteen minute exposure so I would only need one library of darks and flats. The dark I used was an average of 10 darks – all taken at the temperature at which the camera runs.  CCDsoft stores the images as FITS files.  I then used CCDOps to run the cool pixel and hot pixel filters on each image.  For most of the images, I used six 15 minute exposures for a total exposure of 1.5 hours.  However, M51 was a 2 hour total exposure.  The individual exposures were stacked (averaged) and the result was color converted and stored as a 16 bit Tiff file, all with CCDOps.  Thereafter I used Photoshop CS for processing – mostly curves and levels.  I think I can improve the images a bit with some more careful processing, but I like them pretty well as they are.

Keep the question and comments coming!

Michael
Texas Binocular Extravaganza by Kevin Rasso

Well even though I was on vacation in far away places, I still managed to bring my 15x70s.  My intent was to make sure I got to see the planetary trio of Saturn, Venus, and the ever elusive Mercury.  I was not denied!  And better yet, all were in the same field of view.  The atmosphere was stable enough to just make out the rings of Saturn!  Of course everyone around me was wondering what I was looking at in the sky, especially since “all the deer run around on the ground” (say this with a deep Texas accent for full effect). I set up my tripod to allow the family to view the sites.   What a joy to enlighten the kids with the thought that those twinkled little stars deep in the heart of Texas were actually planets!  Too bad I didn’t have Chris’s behemoth…I might have gotten to see the crescents!  Oh well, better luck in 30 years!
Look at Me: July 05

Know of something good, rare, or exotic to look at for the upcoming month?  What is your favorite thing in the sky this month?  Share it here!
Man:

4th
Deep Impact

13th
Space Shuttle launches again!!!

Moon:


17th-18th
Antares occultation

Deep Sky:


Challenge:  M92 and M13 are near the zenith…can you find them?  Make an observation and bring it to the next club meeting!
…Another Man’s Treasure

Do you know of a good deal that a club member could benefit from?  Have you upgraded equipment and have a scope or accessory you don’t need anymore?  Here is a free classified section.
Telescopes
Mike Bell is selling his Meade ETX-90AT with Autostar.  He only used it about 10 or 12 times
since he bought it.  It is still in great shape. For more information contact Mike Bell, e-mail:
mikebell@thepig.net or Kirsten at Kirsten@sc.rr.com
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