LCS Meeting Minuets 

Meeting Date: June 6th 2003
1. Roll Call: 

1.1. Kirsten Watson, David Murphy, Chad Rabitoy, Kevin Watson, Elaine Berndt and Kat Davis

2. Old Business:

2.1. Astronomy Day 2003

2.1.1. Estimated attendance was about 25 visitors. Many people stopped outside to look through the solar scope on the corner of George and Comings Street but did not come into the building.

2.1.2. Poor attendance attributed to: not getting notices to the school science hubs, not enough preparation time by the club, delay in communications between the club and the college.

2.1.3. Kirsten Watson was the lucky winner of the WonderWorks raffle prize, a pair of compact binoculars. Congratulations Kirsten!

2.1.4. The LCS people present to work this year’s event were: Kirsten Watson, Elaine Berndt, Carol Swan, Chad Rabitoy, Chris Morrow and Jim Craig.  Thank you for all of your help!!
2.2. Meeting Location, Date and Time

2.2.1. This has been discussed and is continuing to be discussed.  We also began talking about the possibility of “On-Line” meetings.  The concern is that not all people who might want to attend these meetings will have access to a computer. Currently Article III sections 1, 2, and 3 of the by-laws state the guidelines for these meetings.  In general they say that LCS will hold at least ten regular membership meetings a year, to be scheduled by the Executive Board, at a time and location to be announced by the President at the previous regular meeting.   This will continue to be discussed at future meetings.

2.3. Observing Location 

2.3.1.  Carol and Elaine have plans to visit a potential site that a colleague of theirs has mentioned might be available.  They will be visiting this toward the end of June to do a site survey. Keep your fingers crossed!

2.3.2. Kirsten also mentioned that she would be contacting Jackie Hall for possible information on sites available for the club to use.  More news to come, but hopefully we will have a place or places to observe soon. 

3. Current Officers:

3.1.1. President – 

Kirsten Watson

3.1.2. Vice President – 
David Murphy

3.1.3. Treasurer – 

Carol Swan

3.1.4. Editor -

David Murphy (acting)

3.1.5. ALCOR/Secretary -
Chad Rabitoy

3.1.6. Executive Board -
Jim McFall

3.1.7. Executive Board – 
Elaine Berndt

3.1.7.1. We are looking for someone to take on the “Editor” responsibilities.  If you know of someone outside of the club that would like to help out in this area and gain experience in publishing / writing, please encourage them to contact Kirsten or David for information.

4. Treasurer’s Report – 

4.1. As of June 1st we have $817.76 in the club account. 

5. New Business – 

5.1. Observing reports – 

5.1.1. Carol, Elaine, Jim, Kirsten and Chris all stayed for night observing on the roof at the college during Astronomy Day.

5.1.2. No other observing to report.

5.2. Astronomy Day 2004 –

5.2.1. Official date for 2004 is April 24th.

5.2.2. It has been decided that we will again be joining up with the C of C for next year’s event.

5.2.3. Elaine has volunteered to research community events for potential conflicts that would cause us to change the date of our event. Chad has contacted the C of C and started the discussions with them about the April 24th date and if they see problems with this date.

5.2.4. Ideas for helping attendance that were discussed were:

5.2.4.1. Contacting the county science hubs – Elaine will be contacting them in February or early March for the 2004 event. (Pam Coffee – Berkley County, Carol Temple – Charleston County, ? – Dorchester County)

5.2.4.2. Getting the scouts involved and possibly gearing this toward earning the majority of credit for merit badges.  Kevin has volunteered to get in contact with the Boy Scouts and Kat will be contacting the Girl Scouts to discuss the possibilities.

5.2.4.3. We will also get the word out to the home school groups.  Chad Rabitoy has volunteered to contact these groups.

5.2.4.4.  Newspaper, TV, Radio – We still need someone who could possibly head up the public media campaign.

5.3. Membership dues and Astronomical League renewal – 

5.3.1. The AL membership due’s are to be turned in to the league by June 30th. If you need to get you payment in or you would like to join the club and start receiving the “Reflector” and all the other great benefits, please get in contact with Carol or Kirsten as soon as possible. 

5.3.2. Also worth mentioning is the fact that the AL requests that societies send in their member updates in January, April, July, and October so that new members receive the “Reflector” as soon as possible. 

5.3.3. Star Parties Info-

5.3.3.1. A new section was added to the web site to assist /guide interested parties through the steps necessary to have LCS at their event.  If you know of anyone interested in booking us, please encourage him or her to visit this area of the site so that all information can be collected and interested parties are aware of all the details involved. Address is http://www.geocities.com/cdrabitoy/LCSevent_info_page.html
6. Calendar of Events-

6.1.1. The Calendar of events has been posted to the web page and will continually be updated to add new events as they are announced. 

6.1.2. June
6th - Club Meeting
21st - Club Observing Night
24th and 25th – Girl Scout Outing at Plantation (LCS Reps are Kirsten, David, Elaine, Kevin and Kat).
6.1.3. July
11th - Club Meeting (2nd Fri. due to holiday)
19th - Club Observing Night (26th rain date)
? - Trip to Midland (David Murphy is organizing this event. Go to www.machunter.org. More details to follow soon. 
6.1.4. August
1st - Club Meeting
2nd - Club Observing Night (23rd rain date)
23rd - Summer Cook Out
6.1.5. September
5th - Club Meeting
20th - Club Observing Night (27th rain date)
6.1.6. October
3rd - Club Meeting
25th - Club Observing Night
6.1.7. November
1st - Public Star Party (still in the preliminary stages of organizing this event.  Please think about how you want this event to be and bring your ideas to the upcoming meeting or email them to cdrabitoy@yahoo.com
7th - Club Meeting
8th - Lunar Eclipse
6.1.8. December
5th - Club Meeting
? - Holiday Party
20th - Club Observing Night
7. LCS Insurance - 

7.1. Currently we do not have club insurance.  Policy cost was $325.00 in 1999.

7.2. Chad Rabitoy is in the process of getting a quote from the Cincinnati Insurance Co.  Preliminary information estimates about $150.00 per year for liability only.

7.3. Consensus at the June meeting was that if we are going to have star parties we should have some sort of insurance.

8. Miscellaneous Info

8.1. Chad Rabitoy will attempt to put together an index of all club owned media (books, videos, etc).  This will be accessible from the web site under “Club Resources” and will give information about availability and checking out these materials.
8.2. The July membership meeting fun event will be the “brain teaser” hosted by Elaine Berndt and Carol Swan.  We ran out of time last month so this will be carried over to the July meeting.
8.3. Tom Whiting of Erie County Mobile Observers Group (ECMOG) will be retiring to the Charleston area in 2005 and has expressed interest in LCS.

8.3.1. Internet Address - http://www.ncinter.net/~alonmac/ecmog/ Check out his 30” scope!!

8.3.2. Reviewed e-mail from Tom and some of his ideas.  Please email me if you would like to have a copy of his email forwarded to you.

8.3.3. Interests in implementing any of his ideas?
9.  Meeting Adjourned

9.1. 9:15 P.M.
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