Mrs. DeLay

Fall 2008

United States History I

Syllabus

Welcome to United States History I.  In this first semester we will be looking at the history of our country from its “discovery” by European explorers to the beginning of the twentieth century. 

Materials needed:

· Textbook – American Passages: A History of the United States, 3rd ed. (new) by Edward L. Ayers, Lewis L. Gould, David M. Oshinsky, and Jean R. Soderlund, available at the school bookstore – you should bring this with you every day.

· A large notebook or 3 ring binder - for class notes. It must include notes for this class only. All notes must be kept together. Your class notebook may be collected and graded during the semester. 

· A binder or folder - for returned work, tests and handouts – you must save all returned work. Tests frequently include material from previously covered units (and the final exam is cumulative) so having all the information in one place saves time when it comes to studying.
Typical Unit (generally 2 chapters) Assignments:

· Class notes. You will take notes in class almost every day.

· Key Terms to know completed as a homework assignment. You must know these terms as they will appear on exams and quizzes. 

· Reading from the text and other sources. 

· Chapter Review Questions and/or defining terms.

· A test based on terms, reading and class notes (generally multiple choice but may include fill-in, short answer and/or essay). The format is usually announced prior to the quiz/exam. Be prepared for any format.

· A short quiz may be given for individual chapters, reading assignments or terms-to-know
· An additional assignment and/or project including (but not limited to) the following:

· Map Skills or timelines

· Essays
· Creative projects including creative journals

· Research and preparation for an in-class presentation

Grading:

Your overall grade is calculated on the Weighted Percent system. This means each assignment is added to one of the following categories. Each category is worth a percentage of your overall grade (%’s listed below):

· Homework (including essays) – 30%

· Exams - 20%

· Quizzes – 5%

· Projects & Other assignments – 10%

· Final Exam – 15%

· Classwork – 20%

· Note: Assignments begun in class but finished at home are considered “Classwork” for grading purposes. “Projects” may be large or small and will be identified as belonging to this category in class.
· Grades will be available every 2 -3 weeks (posted in the classroom by your student ID number) and via the internet at www.mygradebook.com (more information below). 
Mygradebook.com

Student grades are made available to both parents and students through the use of an online grade book. The address of the website is www.mygradebook.com and is available any time of day. All students will be issued the “classword” and a “password” to log into the site. Choose “Student Login” then “Single Class Login” and enter the information requested to see your grades. A list of passwords will be kept in the classroom in case a password is lost. Students will be informed in class when the website has been updated (generally every 2-3 weeks).
Make-Up Policy

If you are absent, assignments are due the day you return. It is your responsibility to find out about any work you have missed. Failing to do so will result in a “0” for the missed assignment. If you miss a quiz or exam, you will make it up on the day you return. You are responsible for any class activities that are missed while making up a test/quiz.  Lunchtime or after-school make-up sessions may occasionally be available but they are not guaranteed. Missing a review day is not an excuse for not taking a quiz and/or exam (exceptions can be made for extended illness). All quizzes, exams and homework are posted on the board in the classroom – be sure to check it daily. It is your responsibility to check the boards for assignments and to complete them by the posted date. I don’t always announce assignments that are also posted on the board (this is most common with reading assignments) or may simply referred to as “be sure to do your reading” while in class. You should also check with the teacher to see if there were any other assignments that were given (such as a pop quiz).

Extra Credit Policy

I do not give extra credit assignments to individual students. If you do not have time to do the work as it is assigned, you will not have time for extra credit. On very RARE occasions, I may give a bonus assignment to the entire class. Additionally, a bonus question or two may appear on some exams and quizzes. 

Labeling and Organizing Assignments

It is very important that all of your assignments are properly labeled so that they can be graded and returned to you in a timely manner. While I do not have a preference for this information going on the left or right side of the page, each assignment MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: Your full name (first and last), the date, your class period, and the name of the assignment. The name of the assignment is usually exactly what I put on the board. For example, Questions for Reflection, page 21, #’s 1-3. Some other key points:

· You may write on the back of the page. 

· Typed assignments happily accepted (and you may print on the back of the page as well)

· Multiple page assignments must be stapled together (please put your name and date on all additional pages)

· Please answer questions in the order assigned.

· Copying the question you are answering is helpful.

· A blank line between the end of an answer to one question and the start of another is helpful.

· Please print neatly. 
Late Assignments 

Late assignments will be accepted. Since I generally give a lot of time for most assignments to be completed, there is a 50% penalty for late assignments; if the work is turned in more than a week after the assignment is due, it will no longer be accepted for points. For example, if an assignment is due on a Monday, the last day it could be turned in for partial credit is the following Monday. It is your responsibility to turn in late assignments at the beginning of class. All assignments are collected at the beginning of class. Assignments turned in after they are collected (even on the day they are due) are considered late. 
A Note on Homework

Although I do accept late homework, it can be very easy to fall into the trap of continuously turning in late assignments. If every homework assignment is turned in just one day late, your homework average will be 50% (an “F”). And since your homework category is worth 30% of your grade, you would automatically lose 15% of the total points available. This means that the highest grade you could possibly receive in the class is an 85% (assuming you got a 100% on every test, quiz, and other assignment – which generally won’t happen if you fail to do your homework). The late assignment policy is there for use in exceptional circumstances only. Consistently late homework will greatly affect your class participation and effort grade. You will NOT pass this class if you fail to turn in homework. Generally homework is assigned so that you will have at least two evenings to work on it. I also try not to assign a lot of written homework so each homework assignment is important to your overall grade. 
General Class Rules and Information
1. Remember to treat others as you would wish to be treated. Any disrespect shown to faculty, staff or other students will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action.

2. You must be in your assigned seat and prepared for class when the bell rings – have your notebook, textbook and other materials out and ready to go. Failure to come to class prepared (with notebook, pens, etc.) may result in a violation.

3. Students are to be in complete uniform at all times. This includes having your shirt tucked in, proper uniform items (belt, shirts, etc), pants/shorts properly pulled up, etc.

4. All homework is due at the beginning of class or it is considered late.

5. Cheating will result in an automatic zero and time serving detention. This includes cheating on tests, quizzes, homework, and classwork assignments. At the teacher’s discretion, cheating on homework or classwork will result in a ‘zero’ score on the assignment and either a violation or a referral. Copying homework answers or working together when assignment directions state “work independently” will be considered cheating. Cheating on tests or quizzes will always result in an automatic ‘zero’ score and a referral. Actions that appear to be cheating may be construed as cheating. See the Parent-Student Handbook for further information. 

6. Students are not to complete work for another class during History. If you are caught doing so, the assignment will be confiscated and turned over to the teacher of the subject in question and a detention will be issued. Copying another student’s work is cheating and will result in disciplinary action – both students are considered to be cheating. Homework is to be done at home and should not be worked on during class.

7. No passes to leave the classroom will be issued except in the event of an emergency. Forgetting your homework, book, notebook, etc. is not considered an emergency. Trips to the bookstore, restroom, locker, etc. should be taken care of before class or during break – not during class. Tissues may be present in the classroom (not guaranteed) and if available, may be used by students at any time. However, passes to leave the classroom to get tissue (if the classroom is out) will not be issued. Be prepared by carrying a small pack of tissues with you.

8. All assignments must be completed on loose-leaf paper and in DARK INK. Assignments done in pencil or torn out of a notebook will not be accepted. All assignments may be typed; however, make sure you have enough ink and that your printer works - no extensions are given for these types of problems.

9. Grade checks are available at any time by request of a student, parent or guidance counselor. Please allow up to 24-48 hours to be completed.

10. No food is allowed in the classroom. Re-sealable drinks are allowed but you must clean up any spills IMMEDIATELY. Also please make sure to wipe up any “moisture rings” that may be present on desks. I recommend that you keep tissue or napkins with you to take care of this before you leave the classroom. If there are persistent problems with “spills,” drinks may be banned from the classroom.

11. Additional rules may be added (by the teacher or the students) as needed during the school year. These will be posted in the classroom.

A Note to Parents

 I encourage parent participation in a student's education and am happy to discuss your child's progress with you. If you need to contact me, please phone the school and leave a message and I will contact you as soon as possible. Please include a phone number where you can be reached and the best time to call. You may also email me at cdelay@bmhs-la.org but please be aware that my email only gets checked three or four times a week so I could be a bit longer getting back to you. Please also make sure you include both the first and last name of your child – many students have similar names and I’d like to be prepared with all of your student’s information before I return your call or email. (
Tentative Semester Schedule (subject to change):
	Chapters
	Description
	Pages
	Tentative Quiz Date

	1-2
	Contact, Conflict, Exchange and Colonization
	2 - 65
	Tuesday, 9/9

	3-4
	Crisis, Change, and the Expansion of Colonial America
	66 - 125
	Monday, 9/22

	5-6
	Revolution and a More Perfect Union
	126 - 195
	Friday, 10/10

	7-8
	Federalism and the New Republic
	196 - 251
	Tuesday, 10/21

	9-10
	Expansion and the Age of Jackson
	252 - 311
	Thursday, 11/4

	11-12
	Panic, Boom and More Expansion & Reaction
	312 - 371
	Wednesday, 11/12

	13-14
	Sectionalism and Descent into Civil War
	372 - 431
	Tuesday, 12/2

	15-16
	War & Freedom and Reconstruction
	432 - 491
	Monday, 1/5

	17-18
	Big Business and Growth of Cities & Farmers Protest
	492 - 549
	Thursday, 1/15


The above schedule is subject to change depending on school-wide events and activities as well as developments in the classroom. It is necessary for each class period to take exams on the same day.
Assignment & Course Grading Scale:


(Grades are not rounded)


A+ = 97 - 100%	C- = 70 – 72.9%


A = 93 – 96.9%	D+ = 67 – 69.9%


A- = 90 – 92.9%	D = 63 – 66.9%


B+ = 87 – 89.9%	D- = 60 – 62.9%


B = 83 – 86.9%	F = below 60%


B- = 80 – 82.9%


C+ = 77 – 79.9%


C = 73 - 76%








