Review Questions for AP US History Exam

(1) Exploration and Colonization

1. Why did European countries begin to explore outside the boundaries of Europe?

2. List some factors that were favorable to the success of the explorations (inventions, attitudes, etc.).

3. Which countries were exploring, who were their main explorers, and what did they explore and/or what colonies did they found?

4. List some reasons for colonization of the New World (as opposed to just exploration and exploitation).

5. What territory was claimed and settled in the New World by the various European nations?

6. How did England prove dominant in the Eastern half of North America?

7. How did geography have an effect on the various settlements in North and South America?

8. List and briefly describe some of the individuals involved in the colonization of North America and the future United States.

(2) The Era of the American Revolution

1. List the Acts of Parliament that were part of the cause of the American Revolution.

2. Describe any other causes of the American Revolution.

3. What role did the Continental Congresses play in the developing revolution?

4. Explain the significance of (and what happened at) the Battles at Concord and Lexington.

5. What was the purpose of the Declaration of Independence?

6. What were the advantages and disadvantages faced by each army during the revolution?

7. List the important battles of the Revolution.

8. When did the French get involved in the American Revolution and how did it affect the course of the war?

9. Explain the significance and the terms of the Treaty of Paris, 1783.

10. Describe the Articles of Confederation.

11. Explain the problems the US was facing that led to the calling of a constitutional convention.

12. Describe the compromises reached in forming the Constitution.

13. Who were the “founding fathers”? Name them.

14. Describe the branches of government created by the Constitution.

15. List the rights included in the Bill of Rights (briefly describe each of the Amendments).

(3) The New Nation

1. Explain the growth and development of political parties in the new nation.

2. Describe the challenges faced by the new government during Washington’s presidency

3. What were some of the major Supreme Court decisions made by the early Courts.

4. What were the causes of the War of 1812?

5. What were some of the important events of the War of 1812?

6. Describe the results of the War of 1812.

7. Explain the Monroe Doctrine.

8. Describe the “Era of Good Feeling” and explain why it got this nickname.

9. List some of the important individuals of the period 1789-1824

(4) Jacksonian Democracy and the West

1. Explain the structure of society in the North 

2. Describe how sectionalism began to develop.

3. Explain why the South came to increasingly depend on slave labor.

4. What were the economic and political needs of the South?

5. What were the economic and political needs of the Farming West?

6. What were the economic and political needs of the Industrial North?

7. What were the important compromises that led to an increase in sectional tension? Briefly describe each.

8. List the important milestones in territorial expansion between 1787 and 1853.

9. What is manifest destiny?

10. Describe the events leading to the Mexican War, the course of the war and its resolution.

11. List some of the important individuals of the period 1824-1850.

(5) Civil War and Reconstruction

1. Describe the Acts of Congress and Supreme Court cases leading up to the Civil War.

2. Describe other events or groups of people that played an important role in the time leading up to the war.

3. Describe the election of 1860, the parties and the results.

4. When did the southern states begin seceding from the Union?

5. Which states joined the Confederate States of America and who were its leaders?

6. Describe the constitution of the Confederate States of America.

7. When and where were the first shots of the Civil War fired?

8. What were the economic, political and moral causes of the war?

9. How did the north effectively cut off supplies to the south?

10. List the main battles (and their outcomes) of the war.

11. What was the purpose of the Emancipation Proclamation?

12. What were the overall results of the war in terms of constitutional issues, economy and society?

13. What were the main issues to be dealt with during Reconstruction?

14. Describe the two main plans for Reconstruction.

15. What were the results of the government’s reconstruction of the south?

16. Describe the three “Civil War Amendments.”

17. How did the south attempt to undermine the last of the “Civil War Amendments?”

18. Describe the deal that ended Reconstruction in the south.

19. List some of the important individuals of the period 1850-1877.

(6) Populists and Progressives

1. Describe the events that led to the industrial revolution in America.

2. How did the geography of the four major geographical areas (Atlantic coastal plain, Appalachian Mountains, the Central plains, and the Rocky Mountain highlands) contribute to industrial and agricultural development?

3. List and describe the 18th century inventions that spurred the industrial revolution.

4. List and briefly describe the important 19th and early 20th century inventions that contributed to the industrial revolution and the American way of life in the areas of industry, agriculture, transportation, mining and communication.

5. How did immigration during the 19th century affect the progression of the industrial revolution.

6. Describe the results of the early industrial revolution in the US.

7. What were the new production methods and new methods of organizing work introduced during the industrial revolution?

8. Describe combinations, corporations and trusts.

9. What were some advantages and disadvantages of business trusts?

10. What concerns or abuses were early trade unions trying to address?

11. Describe the Knights of Labor and the American Federation of Labor.

12. Describe the course of the populist movement.

13. Who was William Jennings Bryan and what was his “Cross of Gold” speech all about?

14. What were the goals of the Progressive movement?

15. Who were Lincoln Steffens, Ida Tarbell, and Upton Sinclair?

16. Briefly explain each of the following pieces of legislation or court cases:

a) Mann v. Illinois

b) Civil Rights Cases of 1883

c) Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific Railroad Company v. Illinois

d) Plessy v. Ferguson

e) Interstate Commerce Act of 1887

f) Sherman Anti-trust Act

g) Pure Food and Drug Act

h) Federal Reserve Act

i) Clayton Anti-trust Act

17. What was the purpose of the Department of Labor and when was it established?

18. Describe the Progressive efforts to conserve natural resources.

19. Describe American expansion following the Civil War.

20. Describe the growth of the cities following the Civil War.

21. List some of the major cities in the latter half of the 19th century and briefly note what they were known for.

22. Describe American expansion efforts overseas from 1867-1903.

23. Describe the course and results of the Spanish American War.

(7) World War I

1. Briefly describe American foreign policy prior to 1900.

2. How was the US involved in the Americas prior to WWI?

3. How was the US involved in the Pacific region prior to WWI?

4. Why did the US feel the need to construct an isthmian canal?

5. What challenges did the US need to overcome to complete the project?

6. List the causes of the First World War.

7. Describe the US “neutrality” policy.

8. Why did the US forego its neutrality and join in the war?

9. Describe the efforts to mobilize American troops and support for the war.

10. List the major battles that the US was involved in during the course of their participation in the war.

11. When was the armistice reached?

12. Describe Wilson’s fourteen-point plan for peace.

13. What were the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles?

14. Describe the structure and purpose of the League of Nations.

15. List some of the important individuals during the period 1900-1920.

(8) The Roaring Twenties and Depression

1. Why were the 1920s called the “roaring twenties?”

2. Describe the events of the “Red Scare.”

3. How did Harding’s program of a “return to normalcy” lead to a boom in the 1920s?

4. How did isolationism contribute to the foreign policy difficulties of the 1920s?

5. Describe the efforts to enact prohibition legislation and its results.

6. What were the causes of the depression of the 1930s?

7. Why did the stock market crash in October 1929?

8. What was President Hoover’s response to the beginning depression?

9. Describe President Roosevelt’s three-part plan for combating the depression.

10. What was the controversy over the Supreme Court during Roosevelt’s presidency?

11. List and describe some of the legislation that Congress enacted to combat the depression.

12. How did organized labor receive a boost during the 1930s?

13. Who were some of the important individuals during the period 1920-1939.

(9) World War II 

1. Who were the major political leaders in Europe on the eve of the War?

2. Describe the political changes in Europe that would lead to the outbreak of a Second World War.

3. What were the treaties and participants in the formation of the Axis powers?

4. Describe the US policy of neutrality in the early stages of the War.

5. Describe the US efforts to organize for the war.

6. Describe America’s entry into the war.

7. What was the overall course of action that would be followed by the Allied forces.

8. Describe the course of the war in Europe after the US got involved.

9. Describe the course of the war in the Pacific.

10. What were the turning points for each front?

11. Describe the actions taken to bring about an Allied victory in Europe.

12. Describe the actions taken to bring about an Allied victory in the Pacific.

13. What were some of the domestic challenges the US faced after the conclusion of the war?

14. Describe the structure and function of the United Nations.

15. Why did the United Nations succeed whereas the League of Nations failed?

(10) The Cold War

1. What is meant by the term “cold war?”

2. How did the Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan and NATO contribute to the increasing tensions of the Cold War?

3. Describe the US foreign policy towards Communism during the Cold War.

4. How did the city of Berlin play a major role in the Cold War.

5. Describe the crises over the Aswan Dam and the Suez Canal.

6. How was the Korean War essentially making the Cold War into a “hot” war?

7. Describe the course of the Korean War.

8. Describe the Eisenhower Doctrine and how it pertained to the Cold War.

9. How did the US get involved in Vietnam during the 1950s?

10. How did Eisenhower attempt to lessen tensions of the Cold War and why did his efforts fail?

11. How did the US and the USSR accelerate an arms race into a space race?

12. What was Cuba’s role in the developing Cold War crisis under Eisenhower and Kennedy?

13. Follow the course of the Vietnam War from 1965.

14. Why was 1968 a pivotal year in domestic tranquility in the US?

15. Describe Nixon’s plan to get the US out of Vietnam.

16. How did Nixon’s visit to China lead to a lessening of Cold War tensions?

17. Explain how the USSR and US began to scale back the arms race.

18. Briefly explain the end to the Cold War.

(11) The Modern Era

1. Describe changes to the American family after the Second World War.

2. How did the Interstate Highway Act affect cities and the growth of the suburbs?

3. Describe the course of the civil rights movement during the 1950s and 1960s.

4. Who were some of the leaders of the civil rights movements and what were their tactics?

5. List and briefly explain the Supreme Court cases that guaranteed civil rights for criminal defendants decided by the Warren Court.

6. List and briefly explain some of the Supreme Court cases that dealt with other aspects of personal liberty, privacy or equal protection under the law.

7. How did the government address concern over the environment in the 1970s?

8. Briefly describe Kennedy’s “New Frontier,” Johnson’s “Great Society,” and Nixon’s “New Federalism.”

9. Describe the changing reaction to the Vietnam War on the home front.

10. Describe the counterculture movement of the 1960s.

11. How did the energy crisis of the 1970s contribute to a change in international trade?

