Theory of Knowledge

Aims and Objectives

“The unexamined life is not worth living.”

Socrates

Theory of Knowledge is a course designed to engage students in a process of enquiry and reflection on the nature of human knowledge.

Students will be encouraged to:

· Develop a critical capacity to evaluate knowledge and knowledge claims

· Develop an understanding of the value of rigor in critical thought and in intellectual honesty

· Become aware of the interpretive nature of knowledge

· Consider the responsibilities that knowledge may place on the knower

· Consider the strengths and limitations of individual and cultural perspectives

· Develop their capacity to encourage intellectual exploration in themselves and in others.

Having followed a course in Theory of Knowledge, students should be able to:

· Demonstrate a capacity to reason critically

· Demonstrate an understanding of the various ways of knowing and of the ways of knowing as they relate to the various areas of knowledge

· Demonstrate an understanding of the ways that opinion, bias, and judgement may influence their own knowledge and that of others

· Demonstrate an understanding of the major areas of philosophical enquiry, ancient and modern

· Express their thoughts effectively using oral and written language.
First Semester

How we know, assess what we know and communicate what we know

A. The Basis of Knowledge

1. Knowledge by Acquaintance and Description

2. Knowing That and Knowing How

3. Good Reasons for Knowing: Perception, Memory, Introspection, Logic

4. Controversial Reasons: Authority/Testimony, Intuition, Revelation, Faith, Consensus Gentium
B. Senses, Perception and the Brain

1. Senses

2. Perception

3. Anatomy of the Brain

4. Theories of Mind

a. Determinism and Human Nature

b. Computational Theory

c. Modular Theory

d. Brain Imaging

5. Biology of Memory and its relation to ways of knowing

6. Biology of Emotions and Consciousness and relation to knowing

7. Other Intelligences: Animal and Machine

C. Logic

1. Analytic and Synthetic Propositions

2. Aristotelian Logic

3. Later Advances

4. Structure of Logical Arguments and Faulty Logic

5. Logic and the Brain (and Computers)

D. Language and Communicating Knowledge

1. Nature and Role of Language

2. Communicating Intuition, Faith and Revelation

3. How Testimony/Authority and Consensus Gentium Relate to Communication
E. Belief and Truth

1. Justified Beliefs and Dogmatic Beliefs

2. Three Attempts at Criteria for Truth

3. Bias and Ideology 

Second Semester

Academic Areas of Knowledge and Subject Areas

A. Ways of Knowing

1. Logical

2. Emotional

3. Social

4. Linguistic

5. Aesthetical (including Visual and Musical)

6. Ethical

7. Kinesthetic

B. Areas of Knowledge

1. Natural Sciences

2. Social Sciences

3. Mathematics

4. Languages/Literature

5. History

6. Philosophy

7. Religion

8. Law/Politics

9. Fine Arts: Art, Music and Dance

C. Subject Areas

1. Choice of Subject

2. Investigation

a. Assessment of Areas of Knowledge used

i. Purview and Methodologies

b. Successes and Failures

c. Future

3. Presentation and Debate

Instructor: Brad Waugh
Phone: 448-0145
E-mail: waugh@astro.queensu.ca

Classroom: Room 16

Course text: 
Abel,  Man is the Measure
Course Web Page: www.geocities.com/ccsphys

Course E-mail List: Subscribe to the class list by sending an e-mail with the Subject: Subscribe ToK to athenaccs@hotmail.com
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