C.C.I.N. Child Sponsorship Scheme – Your Questions Answered

Undertaking sponsorship of an overseas child may seem to be a daunting commitment by some who would like to do so, but who are held back because of fears about certain aspects of this kind of financial commitment and the implied ongoing welfare responsibility-by-proxy from afar.

Below, some questions most commonly asked are frankly answered, in the hope that this will allay any apprehensions or possibly mistaken views held. If your particular concerns are not found in this list, then please do not hesitate to contact our Westbury Office on 01373 858584 when our Officers will be most pleased to discuss any other concerns with you.





___________

1.Question. How long will I/we be committed to sponsorship if we take a child on?

Answer. That is entirely up to you. A logical finish time might be when your Sponsored Child reaches the end of his or her school or college education and is ready to start paid work and has found a suitable job. It is open for you to stop your support whenever you wish or need to do so, before or after this suggested stage. However long your sponsorship lasts, it will always be greatly appreciated by your Belarus benefactor, who will greatly benefit from your support.

2.Question.What if my/our circumstances should suddenly alter and I / we need or wish to stop payments at any point in the future. What happens then?

Answer. This is not a problem. Indeed, it is your right to be able to do so. All we ask you to do at that time is to let us know your intentions as soon as it is convenient, preferably before stopping the transfer sums. Our Charity will then undertake, as soon as possible, to reallocate your Sponsored Child (or Children) to another sponsor, and we will also in the meantime cover any interim monthly payments, so that your child continues to receive ongoing financial support and you are then spared any worries in this respect.

3.Question. Will there be any direct contact with my/our sponsored child/ren, and how do my/our moneys reach them?

Answer. The postal service to Belarus is wholly unreliable due to interception and even confiscation risks at the Belarus end, which is a great pity. C.C.I.N. can and regularly does Fax and phone our Ozarichi staff contacts, but all sealed, post sent moneys and goods are extremely likely to ‘disappear’ in transit, so we rely on container lorries for sending bulk goods, or our twice yearly courier shuttle service for smaller money carriage and gifts, or the recently-approved bank transfer method for building project stage payment moneys. Otherwise, we are taxed at the Belarus end for moneys sent, via the bank. 

It is C.C.I.N. policy, based on confidentiality not to supply addresses of our Sponsored Children to any U.K. parties, and we therefore request that all desired contact with the Ozerichi area C.C.I.N. children, which is certainly not discouraged, should be made through our Westbury Office. We always guarantee to feed through any letters, postcards,Christmas or Birthday cards or small, light, inexpensive gifts to Belarus children. And you may well receive, in return, thankyou letters, cards and even token reciprocal gifts (which they often spontaneously make, despite their straitened circumstances). 

4.Question. Do any of my/our donated moneys disappear into administration costs or other invisible overheads?

Answer: Not a single penny ! The Sponsorship moneys are sacrosanct, and are paid into a separate account from all other appeals moneys received and other sums raised through funding events, or spontaneous donations. Every penny of the six months or so of accumulated Child Sponsorship payments received, is fed through to your child or children, at Ozerichi, personally, in a series of home visits made by our staff, who, note, are all unpaid volunteers. The payments are made in U.S.Dollars, the preferred currency there, since the Rouble has devalued much more dramatically than other, more robust American or European currencies.

5.Question. How do I /we know that the donated moneys will be spent wisely and on the children, concerned?

Answer. Our experienced and empathetic Ozarichi Link Worker and our Belarus Official Receiver of Aid (who is also the longstanding and highly respected Senior School’s Head Teacher at Ozarichi) make regular joint visits to ALL our Sponsored Children in the village and in the outlying hamlets, nearby. They check, through inspections and discussions with the parent or guardian of the child concerned, whether the child is adequately fed and on what, how he/she is dressed, year-round, and what the latest is on the medical situation for the child (and any siblings).

If there is any newly discovered problem, then our team at Ozarichi takes remedial action, with vested authority, to rectify the situation. For example, if there is an alcoholic father, then any necessary items will be bought for the child instead of paying cash, which could be spent on other things, unrelated to the child’s welfare and health. If a household are discovered to have no food in the house (perfectly possible as many workers are not paid for months on end!), then an emergency food drop will be made, to tide them over, and subsequent close monitoring of the family will be made.

6.Question. What if abuses of Sponsor moneys are discovered at the receiving end?

Answer. Abuses are rare, since few, if any, parents would wish to risk stopped sponsorship moneys by C.C.I.N., which they know is a possible penalty, if discovered. Newly Sponsored Children’s parents are required to sign an explained Agreement to abide by the rules of C.C.I.N. before receiving any sponsorship moneys for their child or children. Also, most Belarus mothers, no doubt influenced considerably by the serious radiation problems on their children’s health, instinctively want to protect their offspring as best they can.

The Sponsorship moneys are seen by them, therefore, to be ‘Manna from heaven’, evident from their most heartfelt gratitude, since, otherwise, they must pay for all family medicines, as well as replacement clothing and bought food out of their extremely meagre incomes

7. Question. Surely, £10 per month can’t make much difference to a family in need or a child with serious medical problems? 

Answer. This sum, even grossed up to £60 for 6 months, would not help a British family much, if at all, at our cost of living, today. However, such a sum for a Belarus family, who may earn, on average (when they get paid at all !), wages ranging from £10 to £35  per month, is clearly very useful, at their much cheaper cost of provisions. Indeed, £10 per month sponsorship represents doubled wages for a poorer family (some receive as little as £4.50 per month pay).So this help is a great blessing and opens doors to affording medicines, vitamins, plus some much-needed clothing or shoes for their ailing children. 

One further point: your £10 can become in effect almost £13 if you decide to fill in a Gift Aid Declaration Form (for tax payers, only, note). This form is not compulsory, but it does enhance your giving by 28% through reclaimable tax refunds, awarded annually to the Charity, and this ‘little extra help’, when received from the Inland Revenue each year, following our application, is ploughed back into supporting our Ozarichi children, further. And by the way, all the paper work is done by us, and not by you, once your Gift Aid Form is received by C.C.I.N., and there are NO tax complications arising from this scheme for any Child Sponsors.

8.Question. Is C.C.I.N. an accredited and efficient Charity and is the Sponsorship Scheme a worthwhile project to support?

Answer. Our Chernobyl Children’s Charity was fully registered and approved by the Charity Commission in November 2000, after about one year of operational establishment. It has an approved Board of Trustees and Elected Officers, two notable and relevant Patrons, a healthy working bank balance, watched over by a qualified auditor and local solicitor, annual fund-raising targets which have been achieved for two years in a row (last year, exceeding £20,000, excluding Child Sponsorship Scheme moneys) and two major targets already achieved, including a Main School £15,000 Toilets renovation scheme, and 40 foot container lorry of aid sent and distributed, valued in excess of £25,000, sent in early 2002. 

The Child Sponsorship Scheme has grown from a small handful of supported children to well over 40 on the books (including 5 newly sponsored children) in just two years, and is increasing at a most encouraging rate, month by month. The Scheme makes a real difference for the fortunate children receiving U.K. support, according to the Ozarichi Hospital Senior Doctor, the 3 Directors of the Kindergarten/ Orphanage, the Special Needs School and the Senior High School, our Belarus-born Link-Worker, and especially the 38 already established, thankful parents with their supported children and siblings who also have considerable medical needs, and who benefit indirectly.

YOUR SUPPORT THROUGH JOINING THIS SCHEME WILL BE GREATLY WELCOMED AND APPRECIATED!

Do contact Adrian or Theresa Walker at our Westbury Office on 01373 858584 or Christopher Sykes via his home number, which is 01380 830727.Thankyou!

 We look forward to hearing from you.
