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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

Utilities Joint Health and Safety Committee

Minutes of March 29, 2007 Meeting

Prepared March 30, 2007


  Utilities Joint Health and Safety Committee 

Minutes of Meeting on March 29, 2007

Held in room 113, Koffler Pharmacy Centre Bldg 134

8:00 a.m. until 12:35 p.m.

Attendance

Management Members


Union Members
Vikas Mehta – Co Chair


Sandy Habus CAW 2003 – Co Chair

Mohan Soondarlal, Manager, North

Tony Kopteridis CAW 2003

Irfan Miraj, Manager, EH&S, Utilities
Dieter Pfeiffer CAW 2003

Manuel da Costa, Property Management
Doug Colby S.M.W Local 30







Steve Bonner CAW 2003







James Leduc IBEW 353

EX OFFICIO




Dimitrious Vamvouras CAW 2003

Margaret Fung EH&S

Regrets

Management Members


Union Members

Boon Teak Lee






Meeting called to order at 10:10am

Opening Statements:

Vikas Mehta wanted to inform the committee that this would be his last meeting as the management Co-Chair. He thanked the committee members for their support throughout his tenure as Co-Chair and said he was proud of what the committee had accomplished and wished everybody good luck in the future with the Joint Health and Safety Committee.  He also wanted to thank Hilda Andrade for all the work in producing the minutes of the meetings, refreshments, booking of rooms etc.

	Date First Introduced
	Item
	Old Business
	Action

	May 7/03
	U-1
	Worker members would like to request that all lead hands, fore-persons, supervisors and managers (including Property Managers and Project Managers) receive enhanced asbestos training. Asbestos Training (module 3) has been delayed. Procedures and policy to be revised, training to be scheduled in Sept. 06. 21 day letter was sent and training was agreed to in 2004. Training scheduled for 3rd week of November (Modules 1, 2 and 3). Training started in Dec. /06 more to come.
	M. Fung



	Dec. 2/03
	U-2
	Worker members would like to inquire as to how the Engineers historic asbestos exposure hours are recorded. Fred Newey to interview members. Meeting held and questionnaire finalized.  Awaiting Bruce Dodds approval for interviews to start.
	I. Miraj

	Feb. 03/04
	U-3
	Electrical panel directories at Walberg, Galbraith, and 1 Spadina. Concerns raised over the accuracy of labelling. Wallberg is scheduled first. Funding requested from deferred maintenance.  Service order issued to investigate the 3 buildings. Investigation complete. Management has requested that this item be sent to deferred maintenance. In worker members opinion this is a violation of the electrical code. Wallberg building is ongoing to estimate campus wide cost to do this type of work. Funding approved (30k) starting in Wallberg Bldg.
	V. Mehta

R. Cheung

A. Fok

	May 11/04
	U-4
	Worker members would like to request that the U of T implement a mercury control program as per Reg. 844-sec. 3(1) as well as a designated substance inventory list for all designated substances. No program at this time. A draft “SAFE TO WORK” tag has been submitted to Trades Management, Utilities and Property Management to review and provide input. Input received. Faculty input being sought before implementation. Final version to be provided to committee.
	M. Fung

	Nov. 2/04
	U-6
	Worker members would like to request a checklist be created and provided for trades and utilities working in type I or type II asbestos conditions. Awaiting feedback from Management, some fine tuning required. Environmental Health and Safety to implement completed checklist. Checklist will be added to procedures and will also be included in the training sessions. EH&S to officially implement this for Facilities and Services. Margaret Fung to e-mail all managers about this new checklist.
	M. Fung

I. Miraj

	Feb. 7/06
	U-7
	Worker members would like to express concerns regarding structural integrity of the Innis parking garage, level P3 southwest mechanical room as the ceiling is cracked and the conduit in the named room is bending. Property Manager and Chair Person to investigate. New inspection of area in question to be scheduled. Structural engineer will be retained to investigate. Ongoing. 
	Attila Keszei

R. Cheung

	Mar. 7/06
	U-10
	Worker members would like to request copies of and training as per the new Confined Space Regulations, and would also recommend that no confined space work be carried out without the approval of EH & S. Regulations supplied, training to follow.  (all items regarding confined space #424, 457 and 483 to be dealt with as one item). Draft procedure is developed, Management has been consulted. Looking at training dates to start soon for confined space. EH&S MANAGEMENT TO MEET WITH UTILITIES MANAGEMENT TO APPROVE PROCEDURE FOR CONFINED SPACE WORK.
	M. Fung

Bruce Dodds

	June 6/06
	U-13
	Worker members would like to request that the CNS group (Computer Network Support) check in with the building engineers, prior to entering the mechanical rooms, as posted on the mech. room doors. Margaret Fung to inform CNS group that they must check in with operating engineers prior to entering mech. areas, during meeting discussing asbestos. Meeting to be scheduled between Margaret Fung and the CNS department. CNS department has not responded to EH&S. Sent manager to training. Bruce Dodds to e-mail the Manager of CNS Group to let them know to phone before entry into mechanical room.
	Bruce Dodds

	July 11/06
	U-14
	Worker members would like to request EH&S apply to WSIB for full certification cards for all committee members that have completed 3 level 2 certification courses. To be completed in Oct./06. WSIB has been contacted for information, awaiting reply. Margaret to look into James Leduc’s status of WSIB certification.
	M. Fung

	July 11/06
	U-15
	Worker members would like to request information on the status of monthly JHSC inspection deficiencies from utilities north area and south west area. Reports received from the North area. South West area ongoing and to have inspection report available for next JHSC meeting.
	M. Soondarlal

I. Miraj


	Sept. 5/06
	U-18
	Worker members would like to request the Standard Operating Procedure for asbestos be updated to reflect the new asbestos regulations from 2005. In process. Minor changes to be made.
	M. Fung

I. Miraj

	Sept. 5/06
	U-20
	Worker members would like to request that monthly safety meetings begin in the Central Steam Plant. To be scheduled in Nov./06. Meetings to be scheduled every 5 weeks when Dimitri Vamvouras is on day shift maintenance. 
	B. T. Lee

	Oct. 2/06
	U-21
	Worker members would like to request a list of all Asbestos training Offered in 2006. EH&S to contact Management. Line Managers responsibility. Managers to send employee list to Margaret Fung to see what she can do.
	M. Fung

	Oct. 2/06
	U-22
	Worker members would like to request all training statistics of each Union on an individual basis,(Sheet Metal Workers Local 30, Control Techs IBEW Local 353, CAW Local 2003). It is also requested that this information be forwarded to the respective JHSC representative. Ongoing.  
	I. Miraj 

M. Fung

	Oct. 2/06
	U-24
	Worker members would like to request that EH&S provide training to workers to meet the new confined space regulations. To be scheduled in Dec. 06. On going.
	V. Mehta

M. Fung

	Oct. 2/06
	U-25
	Worker members would like to request standard first aid training and first aid refresher training for workers who have expired certificates. Dates for refresher training will be established once enrolment numbers are met. More training needed, April training schedule to come from Irfan.
	I. Miraj

	Oct. 2/06
	U-27
	Worker members would like to request the Wallberg Building, safety relief valves located in room #32 be piped outside, to meet TSSA requirements. Awaiting decision from COPC. Funding approved, tender out to mechanical consultant.
	M. Soondarlal
I. Miraj

	Oct. 2/06
	U-28
	Worker members would like to request a survey of all safety valves on campus, related to the University steam system, to locate valves not piped outside. Survey complete awaiting COPC decision. Funding approved and awaiting tender for mechanical consultant.
	M. Soondarlal

I. Miraj

	Oct. 2/06
	U-29
	Worker members would like to request EH&S develop a mandatory laboratory decommissioning procedure, prior to the re-assignment of laboratories to prevent workers from potentially contaminated equipment. Radiation and Bio-Safety to investigate. Ongoing.
	M. Fung

	Nov. 7/06
	U-30
	Worker members would like to request the water leak in the ceiling in mechanical room #045 in the Edward Johnson Building be located and repaired. This has been passed on to Property Management.
	M. Soondarlal

R Cheung

	Nov. 7/06
	U-31
	Worker members would like to request the removal of all of the mould from the piping systems in the Edward Johnson mechanical room #045. To be completed by next meeting as work being done now.
	M. Soondarlal

I. Miraj

	Nov. 7/06
	U-32
	Worker members would like to request the installation of proper construction site barriers between Zoology and Sid Smith (parking area) with specific protection from falling hazards. Irfan to contact Raul about cover.
	M. Soondarlal

	Nov. 7/06
	U-33
	Worker members would like to request the 1 Spadina loading dock be repaired of trip hazards specifically the uneven concrete. James to meet with Manuel to look at loading dock.
	R. Cheung

	Feb. 07/07
	U-35
	Worker Co-Chair requested the report from consultants on confined spaces. Did not receive as of yet from Management.
	I. Miraj

	Feb. 07/07
	U-41
	Terms of Reference for the new JHSC were worked on and will be discussed in future pre- meetings. Some changes were given to management by e-mail for their approval.
	I. Miraj


	Date First Introduced
	Item
	New Business
	Action

	03/29/07
	U-42
	Worker members would like to know what is the justification for installing portable eyewash stations as opposed to permanent eyewash stations.
	I. Miraj 

M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-43
	Worker members would like an investigation with worker member participation into the Varsity ammonia leak incident.
	I. Miraj 

M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-44
	Worker members would like all H&S operational procedures collected and complied into binder form & disturbed to all areas.
	I. Miraj 

M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-45
	Worker members request U of T to comply to Section 42 subsection 3 of OHSA.
	I. Miraj 

M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-46
	Worker members would like an investigation into why the freon detector was unplugged at Warren Stevens on March 24 /07.
	I. Miraj
M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-47
	Worker members would like all areas to have portable freon detectors available & training provided.
	I. Miraj 

M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-48
	Worker members request review of life safety designated areas in MSB Mechanical Area.
	I. Miraj
M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-49
	Worker members would like the Bio-hazard training available to them as engineers are entering Bio-hazardous areas.
	I. Miraj
M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-50
	Worker members would like the smoke evacuation system at Davenport corrected as soon as possible. The request by Fire Marshall in 2006 to be complied with.
	I. Miraj
M. Soondarlal

	03/29/07
	U-51
	Worker members would like to request safety meeting to review Terms of Reference for the JHSC on Wednesday April 4th /07 at 1:00PM that were provided by Management for review.
	I. Miraj

	03/29/07
	U-52
	Co-Chair from Management would like to announce Irfan Miraj as the new Co-Chair for Management.
	Info

	03/29/07
	U-53
	Worker members would like clarification on new safety valves on steam installations in regards to small port hole on side of valve as what to do with.
	I. Miraj 

M. Soondarlal


	Date first

Introduced
	Item
	Deferred Maintenance

Utilities Division responsibility

	Oct. 9/94
	#2
	McMurrich Bldg. Sump Pumps - Conversion of pumps from sewage pit to

surface mounted pumps. Consultant hired Sept./05 to investigate relocation of pumps. Drawings reviewed, changes to be made & will be sent for tender. Awaiting estimate for project.

	Sept. 5/00
	#3
	Mechanical Rooms with chillers - Freon sensing alarms requested to detect leaks. Researching systems and obtaining quotes.(see item #322)

	May 2/00
	#5
	MSB - Perchloric Acid Fume hood Stacks - Check sealants used on stacks for compatibility, on 9th floor of MSB.

	June 5/02
	#6
	ESC - Catwalk requested over round chillers to safely access sensors and gauges. 

	Jan. 13/04
	#7
	Campus wide utility rooms to be re-keyed to regain security through key control.

	Aug. 5/03
	#193
	Worker members request power source testing to be done on Freon alarms. They should be on an emergency power source also. Code does not require emergency power. But emergency power will be looked into. Design and Construction to be add Freon alarms on emergency power to all new construction and renovation work. Estimates received, cost of approximately $3500 to $4000 per unit(5 existing units). Requesting funding. To be added to deferred maintenance. (see item #322)


	Date

First Introduced
	Item
	Removed from minutes
	Action

	Sept. 9/04
	U-5
	Worker members would like to request that all publicly accessible electrical panels (located in corridors) on campus be able to be locked, with priority given to the day care centres. Management has decided to look at this as a campus wide issue, there is no funding available at this time and have requested to send this item to deferred maintenance. All other buildings on campus will be done on a job by job basis, whenever an electrician works on an electrical panel located in a hallway a lock will be installed and charged to the particular service order. U of T’s Lockout Procedure must be complied with on each job.
	COMPLETED

	Feb. 7/06
	U-8
	Worker members would like to request training in the new Ministry of Labour guidelines regarding Legionella for trades and utilities worker members. 1 Lead Hand from each area to be trained. Trades, Control Techs and remaining operators still to attend. Dates scheduled for November and December 06. Rooms booked to train all utilities and trades staff.  Training provided by GE Betz.
	COMPLETED

	Mar. 7/06
	U-9
	Worker members would like to request the repair of the ceiling outside of the high voltage substation in the Fitzgerald Building as the concrete is crumbling and falling. Property manager to investigate. Property management to make arrangements for the repairs. Safety netting has not been installed, Manuel DaCosta to address the immediate danger. Permanent repairs to be investigated. Structural engineer has inspected awaiting report. Report to be forwarded to Co-Chairs.  Area shored up by Carpenters.
	COMPLETED

	April 4/06
	U-11
	Worker members would like to request the U of T  Telecommunications Services staff receive current appropriate asbestos training as well as a copy of the training records for the above mentioned staff. In progress. TS contacted, meeting to be scheduled. All field work for telecommunications services done by Bell Canada via Property Management and U of T electricians. TS has replied that they do not perform any field work themselves.
	COMPLETED

	June 6/06
	U-12
	Worker members would like to request an emergency inspection team consisting of workers and management to inspect all chillers for compliance to CSA regulation B52. TSSA to be contacted to inspect all chillers for CSA compliance. TSSA contacted awaiting inspection. TSSA report provided at Nov./06 meeting.
	COMPLETED

	Sept. 5/06
	U-17
	Worker members would like to request asbestos training for all new Control Tech’s and Operating Engineers. Training scheduled for November 2006.
	COMPLETED

	Sept. 5/06
	U-19
	Worker members would like to request the “temporary” wires into tunnel from 215 Huron St. and Central Steam Plant be permanently installed to code or be removed. B.T. Lee requests exact locations. Service ordered issued to remove and reinstall wire to code.  Wiring has been repaired.
	COMPLETED

	Oct. 2/06
	U-23
	Worker members would like to request an investigation into the lockout lock that was cut off at the Lash Miller building involving steamfitters and operating engineers. Awaiting report from sub-committee, final report to be provided at Dec. meeting.  Report to be provided to T. Kopteridis and S. Habus.
	COMPLETED

	Oct. 2/06
	U-26
	Worker members would like to request the Edward Johnson Building, safety relief valve located in room #55 be piped outside, to meet TSSA requirements. The safety valve located in room  # 55 in the Edward Johnson Building will be piped outside as requested.  Piping has been piped outside.
	COMPLETED

	Nov. 7/06
	U-34
	Worker members would like to welcome Russ Carter as the alternate JHSC member for the control technicians. Information.
	COMPLETED

	Feb. 7/07
	U-36
	Both Co-Chairs agreed that the minutes of the meetings be signed off by both Co-Chairs. Information.
	COMPLETED

	Feb. 7/07
	U-37
	As some worker members were informed at the last minute and some were not informed of this meeting, the  Committee Worker members request to be informed of Joint Health and Safety Committee meetings in a timely manner.
	COMPLETED

	Feb. 7/07
	U-38
	Management was informed that in the pre-meeting amongst the worker members a co-chair and recording secretary was selected by unanimous vote. The Co-Chair is Sandy Habus and the recording secretary is James Leduc.
	COMPLETED

	Feb. 7/07
	U-39
	Co-Chairs to of this Committee to meet with Trades JHSC        Co-chair, to divide actions of both committee’s from old JHSC minutes.  Meeting held February 27th.  Minutes divided and agreed upon Utilities Version is attached.
	COMPLETED

	Feb. 7/07
	U-40
	Worker Co-Chair requested a meeting to review old JHSC minutes.  Worker Co- Chair would like to meet within 2 weeks to review old minutes.  Meeting arranged and held on February 14, 2007.
	COMPLETED


Distribution List

Utilities Members -                 Bruce Dodds (1)                     Dieter Pfeiffer (3)





Attila Keszei (1)

James LeDuc (4) (2513)

Luiz De Carvalho (1)               Boon Teak Lee (2)

Chun Lee (1)                           Tony Kopteridis (3) (0421)

Mohan Soondarlal (1)             Sandy Habus (3) (2371)

John Jankowski (2)                 Jeff Schenk (1)

Vikas Mehta (2)                      Irfan Miraj(1)

Dimitri Vamvouras (1)            Andy Fok(1)                            

Erik Ivanenko (2)

Doug Colby (2)(c# 416-791-9998)(m#0041)

Building Services -                 Gary Nower, Dir (1)               Karen Spence (1)

Ray Cheung (2)                       Patrick Ryan (2)                      

Capital Projects D&C
Nick Zouravlioff(1)

Henton Hung (1)

EH & S 
Peter Nicoll, Director EH&S (1) 


Margaret Fung, Manager EH&S (1)





Facilities & Services - 
Ron Swail, Assistant Vice-President (1)

Meeting adjourned at 12:30pm.      Minutes recorded by:  James Leduc

Minutes copied and prepared for distribution by:  Hilda Andrade

_________________________________             _____________________________

Irfan Miraj, Management Co-Chair Rep.

Sandy Habus, Worker Co-Chair Rep. 

Date Signed:  __________________
   
Date Signed:  __________________
   

 **** Signature copy available for review at Utilities  Division Reception ****

Next meeting – 
Thursday April 26th, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. – 12: 00 noon. 

Location:TBA
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