Lesson Title: World Capitals
Grade 5 Humanities- Geography Class

Time required: 1 hour

Prepared for: September 25, 2006

Carolyn Greig

Resources needed: computer per student, atlases to be shared between two students.

Bridge: Time- 5 min.

Open the lesson by having a class discussion. Ask the following:

· Who likes to travel and why?

· Where have you been outside of Canada?

· Where would you like to visit in the future?

Learning Outcomes:
· Aims to increase the students’ knowledge of world capitals

· Help to familiarize various regions of the world using atlases. 

· Use a specific website to navigate and find pieces of information. 

ICTs: C1, 2.1: Access and retrieve appropriate information from the Internet by using a specific search path or from given uniform resource locations (URLs).

C3, 2.1: Identify and distinguish points of view expressed in electronic sources on a particular topic.

Pre-assessment: Time- 3-5 min.

· Have a quick pop quiz by show of hands asking if anyone knows the capitals of: Japan, Australia, Switzerland, Iraq, Egypt.

· Ask students which places around the world do they often hear about on news headlines? Do they know where these places are on a map?

Participatory Learning: Time- 40 min.

Here is where each student will need to use the internet for the learning exercise. 

Have them go this link: www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0855603.html 

There is a list in alphabetical order of every country and its capital. If you hit the country it serves as a link to information on its location, map, population, languages, religions, the economy, government and history. 

Have the students pick 5 countries each that they would like to explore. Encourage them to choose places which they have never heard of or aren’t very familiar with to research.

Once the 5 countries have been chosen, have them answer the following questions (written on the board) to be handed in on a piece of paper at the end of class:

· Where is each country located? (ie. Which continent is it on, and where/what is it close to? 

· Is this country landlocked or by an ocean/sea?

· What language(s) do the people speak?

As the students are completing this part of the lesson, move around the classroom to make sure they are locating information in an effective manner, assisting in any problems they may have.

Post-assessment: Time- 10 min.

After the students are done using the internet, have them use an atlas (hardcopy) to locate the countries they researched with a partner. Have them share what they found out with each other.

Summary:

· For homework, have the students either watch or read some international news and to write down which places were mentioned or if any of the countries they researched appear in the news (may ask parents for help here).

· They may use the television, internet or a newspaper for sources. 

