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Dear Delegates:


It is our pleasure and honor to welcome you to the Social, Cultural and Humanitarian Committee. 

For two days you, as the representatives of many nations, will expose your positions and work on your concerns and proposals about religious persecution. We are sure that the solutions you reach during your negotiations will be the result of your hard work and commitment towards peace. We want to invite you, to be aware and search for new and available measures to combat racism, discrimination and different ways of intolerance.

Each day it is harder to find the most basic values like love, compassion, or tolerance. This new century has many problems and we are an essential part of their solutions. It is very important that the delegates and the members of the chair have as a common objective to be better citizens of the world, to serve others, and not to be served by others. You are an essential part of the conference. We ask you all to keep in constant communication with us. Please feel free to express any comments or doubts.

Welcome to BIMUN, Jr  2001. We are certain that SOCHUMCULT will be an unforgettable experience for you. 

                                                                                             Yours Sincerely,

Ana Ma. Sánchez Tapia                         Gabriela Sánchez Medrano                            

         President                                              Moderator

Ana Laura Arias

                                                        Conference Officer

· Introduction

What is religious persecution? We thought religious persecution was a black and white topic with a clear definition. We thought that religious persecution was simply the persecution of a group because of their religious faith. However, we discovered that there are no simple explanations of religious persecution, and it is a much more complex and controversial issue than we had imagined. In fact, some events categorized as religious persecution reveal only shades of grey and ambiguities and do not neatly fit this simple definition. Therefore, we have formulated our own definition of religious persecution. It is the persecution of individuals within a group in the struggle to maintain their religious identity, or the abuse of power by an individual or organization that causes members of a religious group to suffer. 

Religious persecution contrasts sharply with the positive role religion plays in communities worldwide. Membership in a religious group provides a sense of identity and creates communities for followers of many religions. Quite often, in the more religious societies, the people's culture is centered on their religious beliefs. 

Some religious beliefs are complex and often hard for outsiders to grasp. Different religions all support and promote the well being of all human beings in the world. The core teachings of the Holy books, the Scriptures, or other religious teachings, demonstrate how religious teachings support and promote peace and unity of all people in the world:

· Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. (Judaism and Christianity, Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:39.) 

· For hatred does not cease by hatred at any time: hatred ceases by love, this is an old rule. (Buddhism, Dhammapada I5.) 

· Peace is the highest value. (Taoism, Tao Te Ching, Chap.31.) 

· All peoples shall love one another and live together in peace. (Iroquois, Book of Life.) 

· Who will care and caress this land, this earth?... It is truth, justice, and compassion. (Maori, Traditional Maori song.) 

Source: Religion and Human Rights. New York: The Project on Religion and Human Rights, 1994. pp. 70-71.

Although religion can provide a spiritual basis for human rights, it has often become the basis for denying individuals or a group these basic rights. After WWII, in which human rights of one religious group were violated to extreme, the nations of the world decided to create a Universal Declaration of Human Rights that included the right of freedom of religion.

· Background of the Topic

Religion has contributed to society in many positive ways. Unfortunately, its followers have also suffered a number of negative effects as shown in many cases of religious persecution.

Abuse of Power

Religious persecution often involves the abuse of power. For example, the Holocaust illustrates how Hitler and the Nazis abused their power in their efforts to exterminate the Jews. Power sometimes falls into the hands of benevolent individuals who use their power to contribute to societies in positive ways. Other times, as we have seen in the case of the Holocaust, power lands in the hands of individuals who use their power to benefit only themselves or to fulfill their personal ambitions. However, sometimes the exercise of power by one group can have consequences for another group.

Means to an End

The case of the Chinese invasion of Tibet shows that sometimes one group's actions can cause another group to suffer. Often when a country is taken over, the people in that country are the ones who suffer. Religious persecution of Tibetan Buddhists may be interpreted as a means for China to annex Tibet. China's destruction of Tibetan's religious culture was intended to weaken its people because religion is the source of strength for the Tibetans. This would weaken Tibet's culture and allow China to annex its land. Another interpretation would be that the destruction of Tibetan Buddhism was an unintended consequence of the Chinese invasion.

Struggle to Maintain Identity

According to the authors of Religion and Human Rights, religion often creates "in" and "out" groups in society. The “in” group is often the orthodox believers and the “out” group includes the unorthodox or non-believers. Sometimes the distinction between the two groups is small and no conflict arises. However, this distinction can sometimes lead to a situation in which one group must fight in order to maintain their religious identity. In this case, members of the other group, based on their religious beliefs, persecute individuals.

The Holocaust

In the case of the Holocaust, there is little argument about who created the extermination camps or what caused the death of approximately 6 million Jews. The Holocaust is probably the most well known case of religious persecution. But our research shows that the persecution of the Jews extended well beyond simply targeting all the members of a particular faith. Instead, Hitler labeled the Jews as a race, and used his political power to exterminate the entire race.

China in Tibet

In an effort to annex Tibet, China invaded and has occupied it for the last fifty years. Throughout its occupation of Tibet, China has used its political and military power to rid Tibet of its religious culture. The case of China in Tibet exemplifies that sometimes, religious persecution is not simply a persecution of a group of people because of their faith. China's persecution of the Tibetan Buddhists is not driven by religious motives but by a realization that weakening the Tibet's religious culture would undermine their strength to defend themselves. One of China's motivations for destroying Tibet's religious culture was to assimilate the Tibetans to the more technologically advanced, modernized culture of China. It can also be interpreted that the destruction of Tibet's religious culture is the result of war.

The Sikhs versus the Indian Government

When we discuss the case of the Sikhs versus the Indian government, we are stepping into even more intricate circumstances and less clear definitions of right and wrong. Here, we have two groups in conflict: the Sikhs and the Hindu-dominated Indian government. Both groups have lived in the same region for centuries. Conflicts between the Sikhs and the Hindus date back several centuries ago. In this case, there is a struggle between groups to maintain their religious or cultural identities.

Ever since India regained its independence from Great Britain, the Congress Party has been in control of India. The Sikhs have often been in conflict with this government and the Hindu majority. 

Much conflict can also be attributed to multiple religious groups with a country:

· Bosnia  (Roman Catholics, Serbian Orthodox, Muslims)

· China (Communists (interpreted as a religion), Christians)

· India (Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Aboriginals etc)

· Indonesia (Christians, Muslims)

· Middle East (Christians, Jews, Muslims)

· Northern Ireland (Protestants and Roman Catholics)

· Sri Lanka (Hindus, Buddhists)

· Sudan (Christians, Muslims)

· Philippines (Christians, Muslims)

· Tibet (Communists, Buddhists)

Conclusion
We have discovered that religious persecution is often not simply the persecution of a group because of their faith. As we see in these three cases, religious persecution can be the result of the abuse of power, the means to a political end, or the struggle of a group to maintain its religious identity. 

Religious persecution is a much more complex and controversial topic than we had ever imagined. We cannot possibly pretend to have found a resolution to the problem of religious persecution and religious conflicts. The many shades of gray in these complex cases eliminate the possibility of a clear-cut resolution.

Religious persecution has occurred throughout history and to far more groups than we could ever present. Unless we continue to educate ourselves about these issues, religious persecution will no doubt continue. We need to become global citizens and pay close attention to the current events that have the potential to lead to religious persecution or religious conflicts. Only knowledge can help us avoid repeating the mistakes of the past.

Sometimes there is a clear enemy, and sometimes the enemy is our own ignorance.

· Development of the topic

Perhaps the most vicious conflict in recent years was in Rwanda, where two ethnic groups (Hutus and Tutsis) clashed, even though they follow the same religion.

A serious ethnic conflict continues with the Kurds because they have no country of their own, but are occupying portions of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey.

In many cases, conflicts have many root cases: racial, ethnic, religious, economic, etc. This makes if difficult to determine the main cause of the strife.

When one faith group attains political power in a religiously divided country, then the potential of persecution bases on religion is high. Countries with a policy of separation of church and state appear to have less religious discrimination.

Most religious oppression and persecution is in the form of:

· Government action in which there is a conflict between religious freedom and other government interests.

· Religiously motivated attacks by individuals and small groups.

Oppression of persons of their faith is far more widespread - both by religious groups and governments.  The later tends to take two forms:

· Attacks on all religions by communist governments.

· Attacks on religious minorities by (or with the assistance of) governments that are allied with a religious group within their own countries.

· The level of anti-Semitism appears to be growing worldwide.

· Attacks on Neo-pagans in North America by individuals, politicians and Christian religious leaders are expected to grow for a variety of reasons:

· In Europe, there appears to be a serious increase in government oppression of small religious groups 

· The church of Scientology in Germany 

· Jehovah’s Witnesses in France

· Small religious groups in Russia

· Minority Protestant groups in Greece 

· Solutions already taken

Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance

Recalling that all States have pledged themselves, under the Charter of the United Nations, to promote and encourage universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.

Deeply concerned that, as reported by the Special Rapporteur, the rights violated on religious grounds include the right to life, the right to physical integrity and to liberty and security of person, the right to freedom of expression, the right not to be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and the right not to be arbitrarily arrested or detained.

1. Reaffirms that freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief is a human right derived from the inherent dignity of the human person and guaranteed to all without discrimination.

The following text contains the five points of The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. (NCC) Statement on Proposed Federal Legislation Addressing Religious Persecution of June 2, 1998

1. Violations of human rights abroad are best addressed through multilateral efforts. A unilateral response is often ineffective and counter-productive. Further, unilateral action may destroy America’s ability to participate in development efforts that improve life for the poor and alleviate the conditions that give rise to various human rights abuses including religious persecution.
2. Appropriate training for government personnel as well as more thorough investigation and reporting is likely to reduce the incidence of religious persecution. 
3. Sanctions should be a matter of thoughtful last resort, not automatic first resort. As indicated above, multilateral participation in invoking of sanctions is the desirable strategy.
4. Care should be exercised so that traditions and cultures of other nations are respected. Although we cherish and affirm the principles of the First Amendment as the best mechanism for protecting religious liberty, we recognize that they are rooted in western philosophical, political and religious thought. We should not seek to impose the American arrangement on others. This includes respecting the traditions of established religions and churches common to European as well as Islamic nations. America’s response to religious persecution must not be perceived as "anti-Islamic."
5. Steps should be taken to ensure that the issue of religious freedom is not further politicized. Making the State Department rather than the White House the locus of our overseas efforts is one means of encouraging this. Annual showdowns between the President and the Congress over appropriate responses to the actions of a particular nation should be avoided. Disagreements over responsive action should not become the basis for partisan wrangling. Meaningful review by the Secretary of State should be part of any effective strategy for combating religious persecution.

By subjecting any proposed legislation to these five principles, members of Congress can help to ensure it will have the intended result and that it will enjoy the support of the broad spectrum of America’s faith communities.

· Questions

* How has the religion intervened in the social, political and economic problems around the world?

* How does religion influence the human history?

*  In what do you believe?  Which is your position before the world?
* Do you think it is important to believe in someone or in something?

*  Should you die for it?

* Is it fair for people to be persecuted for their religious believes or customs?
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