

Introduction

Terrorism is the use of violence, or the threat of violence, to create a climate of fear in a given population. Terrorist violence targets ethnic or religious groups, governments, political parties, corporations, and media enterprises. Organizations that engage in acts of terror are almost always small in size and limited in resources compared to the populations and institutions they oppose. Through publicity and fear generated by their violence, they seek to magnify their influence and power to effect political change on either a local or an international scale.

Background

Terrorist acts date back to at least the 1st century, when the Zealots, a Jewish religious sect, fought against Roman occupation of what now is Israel. 

In the 12th century in Iran, the Assassins, a group of Ismailis (Shiite Muslims), conducted terrorist acts against religious and political leaders of Sunni Islam. Through the 18th century, terrorists generally acted from religious zeal. Beginning in the 19th century, terrorist movements acquired a more political and revolutionary orientation. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, anarchists in Italy, Spain, and France used terrorism. Prior to the outbreak of World War I in 1914 the Russian revolutionary movement also possessed a strong terrorist element in its struggle against Russian royalty and aristocracy.

In the latter half of the 20th century acts of terror multiplied, driven by fierce nationalist and ideological motivations and facilitated by technological advances in transportation, communications, microelectronics, and explosives. The conflict between Arab nations and Israel following the end of World War II in 1945 produced successive waves of terrorism in the Middle East. In the 1970s and 1980s organized terror spilled into Western Europe and other parts of the world, and supporters of Palestinian resistance to Israel carried their war abroad and as domestic conflicts gave birth to terrorist organizations in countries such as West Germany (now part of the Federal Republic of Germany), Italy, and Japan. In the United States, terrorism has chiefly consisted of attacks by isolated individuals who violently oppose state and corporate power.



II. Terrorism in the Middle East
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In their struggle to bring an end to British rule over Palestine and to reclaim it for the Jewish people, radical Jewish groups such as the Stern Gang and the Irgun resorted the terrorist acts in the late 1940s. The most notorious of these attacks was the bombing of British government offices at the King David Hotel in Jerusalem in 1946, which killed more than 100 people. Acts of terrorism by Israel's Arab adversaries accelerated in the 1960s, especially following the Six-Day War in 1967, which led to the Israeli occupation of territory populated by Palestinians. A succession of terrorist groups such as Fatah and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, loosely organized under the umbrella of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), conducted commando and terrorist operations both within Israel and in other countries. In 1972 a Palestinian splinter group called Black September took hostage and then killed 11 Israeli athletes at the Olympic Games in Munich, Germany. Although the PLO renounced terrorism in 1988, radical Palestinian groups such as Hamas, Hezbollah, and Islamic Jihad have continued to wage a campaign of terror against Israel and its allies. In 1996 a series of suicide bomb attacks in Israel by supporters of Hamas killed more than 60 Israelis and imperiled the fragile peace between Israel and the PLO.

Hostility to the support of the United States for Israel led to numerous acts of terrorism against American citizens by Palestinian radicals or their sympathizers. In 1983 attacks by Shiite Moslem suicide bombers on the U.S. embassy in Beirut, Lebanon, and on the U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut killed nearly 300 people, most of whom were Americans. In 1988 a bomb destroyed Pan American Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, killing all 259 people on board, including 189 United States citizens. In 1991 the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency charged two Libyan terrorists with the crime. In 1996 a truck bomb exploded outside an apartment building housing U.S. military personnel in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, killing 19 American service men. 
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Terrorism spread beyond the Middle East in the 1960s, particularly in nations such as West Germany and Italy, where transition from authoritarian rule to democracy after World War II had been rapid and traumatic. Inspired by Marxist and Maoist teachings, and supported by leftist sympathizers among the affluent middle classes, the terrorists aimed to bring about the collapse of the government  by  provoking  its  violent, 
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self-destructive reaction

During the 1970s, the West German Red Army Faction, better known as the Baader-Meinhof Gang, robbed banks, kidnapped and assassinated business and political leaders, and raided U.S. military installations. Members of this West German gang also cooperated with Palestinian terrorists, notably in the murder of the Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics and the hijacking of an Air France plane to Entebbe, Uganda, in 1976. The Entebbe incident concluded when Israeli commandos raided an old terminal and rescued more than 100 passengers being held there as hostages. By the late 1970s, most activists of the Red Army Faction had been either imprisoned or killed.

In Italy, the Red Brigades launched a brutal wave of assaults on politicians, police, journalists, and business executives. The attacks culminated with the 1978 kidnapping and murder of former Italian Prime Minister Aldo Moro. The Red Brigades subsequently disintegrated as police arrested and imprisoned members and supporters of the gang. However, in the late 1980s and early 1990s the Sicilian Mafia conducted a series of terrorist attacks in reaction to the Italian government's prosecution of leading Mafia figures. The historic Uffizi Gallery in Florence was among the targets of a series of terrorist bombings in 1993 alleged to be the work of the Mafia.
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The bombing of the World Trade Center in New York City in 1993 by Islamic radicals aroused anxiety about the threat posed by foreign residents from nations hostile to the United States. Six people died in the blast, which caused an estimated $600 million in property and other economic damage. Trials that followed convicted six people of carrying out the attack.

In addition to concerns about foreign-sponsored terrorism, the United States has an ample history of domestic terrorism. Early in the 20th century, labor leaders such as William Dudley (Big Bill) Haywood openly espoused a philosophy of revolutionary violence and a commitment to the destruction of government power. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, during the latter stages of the U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War, left-wing groups such as the Weather Underground bombed buildings on university campuses throughout the country and at corporation headquarters and government buildings in New York City. Between 1978 and 1995, an anarchist and terrorist known as the Unabomber planted or mailed homemade bombs that killed 3 people and wounded 23 others in 16 separate incidents throughout the United States. The Unabomber, who claimed an allegiance with radical environmentalists and others opposed to the effects of industrialization and technology, targeted university professors, corporate executives, and computer merchants. In April 1996 federal agents arrested Theodore Kaczynski, a suspect they thought to be the Unabomber. Kaczynski, a Harvard-educated former math professor who became a recluse, pled guilty to 13 federal charges in 1998 in exchange for agreement that prosecutors would not seek the death penalty during sentencing. The court sentenced Kaczynski to four life terms plus 30 years and ordered him to pay $15 million in restitution. 

In April 1995 a truck bomb exploded in front of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, killing 168 people and injuring more than 500, making it the deadliest terrorist attack in United States history until then. Federal agents arrested two men for the crime, Timothy J. McVeigh and Terry L. Nichols. Both McVeigh and Nichols identified with the “patriot movement,” a loose alliance of extremist groups advocating resistance to national laws and political institutions. In June 1997 McVeigh was found guilty of murder in connection with the bombing and sentenced to death. Later in the year Nichols was convicted of the less severe charges of manslaughter and conspiracy, and he was sentenced to life in prison in June 1998. McVeigh was executed in 2001.

In 1996 President Bill Clinton signed antiterrorism legislation to strengthen the power of the federal government to anticipate and respond to both international and domestic terrorism. The law bars fundraising by foreign terrorist groups and provides for the death penalty in cases of international terrorism and for killing any federal employee because of the employee's association with the federal government. The law also allows for the deportation of alien terrorists without the need to disclose classified evidence against them, and it authorizes expenditures of up to $1 billion on state and local antiterrorism efforts. Both the American Civil Liberties Union and the National Rifle Association opposed portions of the legislation that they claimed would provide the federal government with too much power, including an enhanced ability to wiretap and in other ways encroach upon the rights of citizens.

On September 11, 2001, the United States suffered the most devastating terrorist attack in its history. In coordinated attacks, hijackers commanded four commercial jetliners and used three of them as guided missiles to attack U.S. targets. The hijackers crashed two of the jets into the twin 110-story towers of New York City's World Trade Center, causing both of the massive skyscrapers to collapse. The third hijacked jet crashed into the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, the headquarters of U.S. military operations, inflicting serious damage. The fourth jet crashed in an area southeast of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. More than 250 people aboard the four planes died, and thousands were feared dead in the wreckage, including many rescue workers. U.S. officials pledged to find and punish the terrorists responsible for the attacks

 Position and measures taken by The United Nations

The United Nations deeply condemns terrorist actions in its Charter in Chapter VII Articles 39 to 51 and in the following General Assembly Resolutions:

	48/122 
	Human rights and terrorism 
	Dec 20, 1993 

	47/31 
	Consideration of effective measures 
	Nov 25, 1992 

	46/51 
	Measures to eliminate international terrorism 
	Dec 9, 1991 

	42/154 
	Consideration of effective measures 
	Dec 7, 1987 

	42/22 
	Declaration on the enhancement 
	Dec 7, 1987 

	36/109 
	Measures to prevent international terrorism 
	Dec 10, 1981 

	38/130 
	Measures to prevent international terrorism 
	Dec 19, 1983 


Bibliography

www.un.org
www.fas.org/irp/threat/commission.html
http://www.ict.org.il/
www.antiterrorism.org
www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/english/for...sm/anti-t1e.html
