IN THE DISTRICT COURT HELD AT BRISBANE

APPEAL NUMBER: 2960/08

Appellant:                        M. R. Pinheiro

                                                    -v-

Respondent:       Queensland College of Teachers

1) Details of Application which has been refused:

Application for recognition of Miss Pinheiro’s overseas formation as sufficient for her to hold the requisites to work in the Secondary School, in the area of Mathematics, in the same, or superior, level to the people with local formation in Australia.

2) Court and Judicial Officer or Administrative Authority:

Queensland College of Teachers, Mr. John Ryan.

3) Date of the order:

September, the 29th, 2008. [A]

4) Prior study/work history: 

Relevant to the plea: Diploma [B] and overseas credentials [S] as a Primary Teacher; Diploma [C] and overseas credentials [T] as a Secondary Teacher of Mathematics and as upper Primary School Science Teacher [C]; Private classes, varied Mathematics levels for more than fifteen years; School Teaching in Mathematics for more than 6 years; Private tuition provision in Mathematics in Australia [X], also via University special support services, for more than two years; Relief lecturing in the Australian higher sector, Mathematics, few months; Group tuition inside of the higher sector in Australia for more than one year, Mathematics; etc.

5) Details of order in respect to which Appeal is brought

The College states that if any of the items below are satisfied by the applicant, then they should accept their suitability to teach in Queensland (page 1, [K]):

a) a course of preservice teacher education consisting of at least 4 years of academic study, including professional studies that are at least 1 year of academic study;

b) a graduate course of preservice teacher education consisting of professional studies that are at least 1 year of academic study;

c) another course of teacher education, provided by a higher education institution, that the college is satisfied is the equivalent of a course mentioned in items a or b.

Their order, as from the 21st of July [K], claims Mrs. Pinheiro does not have one year of study in professional studies and that Mrs. Pinheiro would need to complete one more semester of such studies to qualify, then. It also states that Mrs. Pinheiro would need to satisfy  English language proficiency requirements from QCT to become eligible for registration.

On the letter of the 29th of September of 2008 [A], they claim that there is a further item which could be included on the set above, therefore consisting what we could call letter d, which would be QCT considering eligibility for registration in terms of education, abilities, experience, and contribution to Education.

Their order, as from the 29th of September of 2008 [A], denies that this is Mrs. Pinheiro’s case.

6) Other matters relied on by the appellant:

· Mrs. Pinheiro also holds special extra courses in Education and even not being necessary, or required, given the main point is won by default, that of the interpretation of what they write in the letter as condition of acceptance of overseas qualifications (one year), we will not mind providing proof of at least one of them ([M] - 40 hours of professional studies);

·  Mrs. Pinheiro has made substantial contribution to the improvement of the correctness and accuracy in Mathematics both at the higher sector and at the Secondary sector, one of those contributions being acknowledged by Dr. Sever Dragomir from VUT, VIC, Australia, 2001, already given to the College [N], another by Dr. Drumi Bainov, Europe, 2008, to be provided in the Appeal [O];

· Mrs. Pinheiro has made substantial contribution to the improvement of resources for teaching Mathematics in the World via writing and publishing the reference guide in Convexity, Convexity Secrets, proof of existence of such to be included in the Appeal [P];

· Public Service Act of 1999: Any Commonwealth or Country Act would rule all State Acts as to their underlying philosophy, any State Act being obliged to not only abide by the provisions of the Public Service Act, but also to encompass them in theirs [Q];

· Human rights international agreements signed by Australia [R].

7) Grounds upon which appeal is based:

· Mrs. Pinheiro holds 3 in 4 years of professional formation at UNESA, which includes at least two Australian semesters in Education (please see the grid of subjects from Griffith University, E2, 1 year would be 8 disciplines). In Brazil, they have MORE disciplines, therefore, when comparing degrees which allow for registration with the QCT, for the sake of the Human Rights International agreement on non-discrimination, QLD should take their state degree as basis, not the overseas one;

· The College cannot simply swap their terms and go from one year to number of credits (One year, as it is clearly read from their text, means one year of studies, solely, and no credits talk could possibly have ever appeared in their developments. On top, several administrative mistakes
, as to credits counting and reporting, as well as mismatches between universities systems, appear mostly, precisely, in students’ transcripts). The QCT, if willing to force a situation, which should be legally unacceptable, given the federal principle of non-discrimination, could include, in their counting, the extra course made at IMPA, on Mathematics Teaching, [M], and the general Education studies from CSTJ [S], such as Philosophy, Sociology, or Psychology. The QCT could also, if pushing it, consider the four educational subjects attended by Mrs. Pinheiro at FURG (U). Basically, UNESA has added the word `exempt’, as for the translated version we hold [T], close to the name of the discipline they have incorporated to their own degree after Mrs. Pinheiro had been to FURG. Notice then that two of those educational disciplines were left out. One must pay attention to the fact that all disciplines from UNESA, apart from the first year, are named `professional’ by the establishment. Telling disciplines in Education apart from the others is a bit difficult, once by improving the understanding of Mathematics, the teacher is able to teach it better, so that it is all Education, what is made clear at the Griffith syllabus;

· Notice that the average size of a semester of disciplines in any AU course is between 4 and 5. However, in Brazil, as for UNESA, it was 7. Of course the comparison cannot be made via proportion, once what the College wants to count are the professional disciplines being as heavy as those taught in Australia, so that equality is preserved. However, the brief explanation on Mrs. Pinheiro studies at undergraduate level, which composed her UNESA diploma, is: Mrs. Pinheiro undergraduate studies were composed by 5 years of study, rather than 4, as to how long it took her to get the requisites for a degree from UNESA [T], due to one year of `trial to accompany her mother in her change of address’, unsuccessful as for her career aspirations, due to strike in the university. She then attended FURG for one year [U]. However, the final diploma attained by her belongs to UNESA [C], course which officially takes 4 years of formation. Notice, as well, that whilst the same formation attained at UNESA would take only 27 disciplines in Australia, as for Griffith, Mrs. Pinheiro had to attend at least 57 disciplines in Brazil to get the equivalent standing there, what makes of her professional formation something at least twice heavier than the Australian one, without chance of being inferior to it;

· Mrs. Pinheiro’s professional formation, as for teaching skills, should include the formation received at CSTJ [S]: At least 13 disciplines of professional studies (in fact the transcript bears at least one omission, of the course Philosophy). Each year of study there, however, as it all may be seen from the transcripts, had at least 9 disciplines;

· In what regards Mrs. Pinheiro’s contribution to Education, she has contributed very meaningfully to the formation of every professional in Mathematics, therefore to Education in the discipline: Some of her published papers regard correction, or revision, of other professional’s works in Mathematics, some are radical fixings (such as H-H inequality and S-convexity), other unpublished papers bring even more meaningful correction, implying aid to Secondary Teachers, as well as Tertiary (revision of the work by Mercer, for instance) [V]. On top, she has produced a reference book for Convexity [P], which allows quick learning for the Mathematics teacher of several expressions containing something related to Convexity, in Mathematics, therefore making their teaching task easier and more accurate, as well as wealthier, for the interested professional. She was also invited to give a lecture in Europe recently, so meaningful her work on the H-H inequality sounded to Dr Drumi Bainov and his fellow editors, with him extending her time from the usual 30 to 60 minutes, spontaneously [O]. Mrs. Pinheiro holds more than 15 years of experience in teaching, also including the Australian environment/society, and this has to be very meaningful as well (for instance, see [X]);

· From every point of view then, not mattering if it is the term `professional formation’, or educational disciplines attended, or meaningful contribution to Education, or even experience (it is 2 years of teaching experience as for CSTJ, every day of the week apart from weekends, plus two semesters for UNESA, only in the material provided to the College, stated in the own diploma or transcripts, already far more than the 75 days for the Australian one), Mrs. Pinheiro seems to satisfy, with excess, the requirements of the College for registration;

· Besides, Mrs. Pinheiro has so many proofs of English proficiency that there is no way any request to provide further evidence is less than absolutely abusive;

· It is clearly the case that the College has acted in full disagreement with the Public Service Act of 1999 and the Human Rights international agreements Australia signs for, and has had prejudice against either her name or any personal attribute of hers.  

· The College has then been provided, so far, with:

a) Official list of disciplines attended at UNESA by Mrs. Pinheiro, list containing one in four years of professional formation [T];

b) Official list of disciplines attended at FURG by Mrs. Pinheiro, with at least four disciplines to the side of professional formation [U];

c) Official list of disciplines attended at CSTJ by Mrs. Pinheiro, also with at least one in three years of professional formation [S];

d) Proof of official work in Australia as a Mathematics tutor for the University environment (also serving high school students) from VUT [X];

e) Proof of meaningful contribution to Mathematics in general (Sever’s statements
 in official book of his, found online, on Mrs. Pinheiro’s meaningful contribution to his work) [N];

f) Proof of 3 years of supervised teaching experience in Brazil (stated in own degrees and transcripts of the courses at UNESA and CSTJ) [T] [S];

g) Proof of Mrs. Pinheiro’s English proficiency equating a native person of Australia: IELTS grade 7 [Z], a postgraduate diploma from UQ, course taking one year [W], and specific formation, lasting for four years, in English [Z1];

· Mrs. Pinheiro would like to summarize her declarations, here provided with evidence, in the following items:

a) The College has been provided, initially, with more than enough documentation to satisfy at least one of the items from page 1, [K], so that accreditation of Mrs. Pinheiro’s overseas degrees should have been immediate, as expected by the establishment where Mrs. Pinheiro was found working by time of the application [D];

b) Demanding further proof of English proficiency is an outrageously abusive request: Every institution demanding proof of English in Australia demands at most one item of those mentioned in (g), as above, as proof of English proficiency, but never more than one. Besides, not only Mrs. Pinheiro satisfies all items in (g), but she also was accredited, via professional formation, in Brazil, as an Interpreter/Translator of the English language. And, to add further to this item, Mrs. Pinheiro has been accredited in Australia for the same professions (Translator and Interpreter of the English language) via exam, passing them on first trial, as for all technical part of them (Naati accredited professional number 40296);

c) The formation received by Mrs. Pinheiro via CSTJ studies has already been accepted by the QCT as beyond secondary, so that this is not an issue anymore and those professional studies, from that particular diploma, may easily be added to the previous total for professional studies, as for UNESA, at least 13 disciplines from CSTJ being of professional formation, taking away practical teaching expeerience;

d) Even if the issue `credit’ could ever be considered, supposing the Australian system is unreliable, as to its public statements (in writing), if cultural differences, administrative mistakes, and proportion are considered, we still have at least one year in credits of professional studies for Mrs. Pinheiro;

e) An average Australian higher sector semester seems to bear at most 5 disciplines. If the principle of non-discrimination is respected, 10 disciplines should constitute one year of professional studies. Mrs. Pinheiro has got far more than that;

f) Also for the extra item, possible d, on its own guaranteeing accreditation: Mrs. Pinheiro seems to qualify for its application;

g) Logic and coherence should guide interpreters of the law and of the rules, as well as fairness and equal treatment principles. If all this is taken into account properly, there is no way the decisions of the QCT towards Mrs. Pinheiro’s application may be supported.

At all times, the College personnel was very respectful in their language when dealing with Mrs. Pinheiro, it is just that their statements do imply discrimination of highest order and trial of creating parallel words and statements to those they affirm to be their public statements, what should not be acceptable for any organ with minimum ethics guidelines.

8) Appropriate order:

Immediate accreditation of Mrs. Pinheiro’s overseas degrees with monetary compensation for all loss incurred for not having been awarded accreditation by time needed to guarantee her permanent employment by the College where she was found working by the time of the application, as for teacher’s wages.

Outline of Submissions                                     Name, address, Ph & Fax nos

Filled by the Appellant                                      M. R. Pinheiro

                                                                           PO Box 12396, A’Beckett st,

                                                                           Melbourne, VIC, AU, 8006

                                                                           +61404944546                      (Please make use of the e-mail  address combined with SMS messaging to send Mrs. Pinheiro any documents, once this is the most reliable way to reach her at this point in time) 

�	 To make it fairer to Brazil, we provide clear evidence of a corrected mistake of a top Australia institution, UQ, as to state administrative mistakes undermine all possibly perfect work in teaching establishments, of any level [W].


�	 valuable contribution to the revision of highly specialized Mathematics texts, however involving Calculus and matters belonging to High School Teaching as well. Dr. Sever Dragomir accumulated 500 published papers at MathSciNet, the most comprehensive Mathematics index in the World, by 2001, year in which he honoured Mrs. Pinheiro with persistent invitation to work exclusively with him, her period there being over because he could not accept her decision to ALSO work with his fellows, wanting her full exclusivity to his affairs and matters in research, so relevant to him he thought she was. 










