Article Review

The article selected for review is “Rethinking Online Adventures” by Bob Coulter, Alan Felebran, and Cliff Konold.  The article discusses teacher planning for Internet integration in the classroom curriculum.  It is based on four main lines of reasoning suggested by research.

1. The Internet’s main value in schools is providing depth and context to learning,

2. The internet will not improve poor /fair teaching and learning practices in the classroom,

3. Online resources are used best when “learning through inquiry” is well established in class, and

4. The greatest value of the Internet is the new resources that teachers/students can bring to learning/teaching in the classroom, as opposed to online learning.

In order to assist teachers in properly planning online “adventures,” thought questions are provided to guide the process.  These include considering the educational purpose of the activity and how it fits into the curriculum.  Additionally, teachers should consider how students will use the online resources, and how using the Internet will enhance the selected activity. The authors also suggest downloading critical online resources in case the Internet connection isn’t always completely reliable and ways to provide students with data analysis and discussion experience.


Finally, the authors conclude and stress that the lesson should always be classroom centered, and that teachers should add technological complexity gradually as their comfort levels and skills increase.  The teacher should be assured that the infusion of technology into the classroom only increases her importance.  When the teacher is relaxed and feels confident in his abilities, it helps create a productive teaching and learning environment.  

