BEAUTIFUL ATTITUDES

PHIL 2:5-8

INTRO: When approaching a subject such as the “beatitudes”, I think a person tends to want to do something very different. He wants to do something others have not done ... to say something others have not said. But I am not cut from that piece of cloth. My task may not even be to give all that much emphasis to the content of the beatitudes. Rather, I believe I am challenged to emphasize the attitudes of the Christian life ... the attitudes which determine the course of ones life. I commend the many who have gone before me in time. Their comments and sermons about the beatitudes are helpful and beneficial. It seems to me that in most cases they have approached this wonderful section of scripture with care, with concern, with reverence. I am not the least nervous about telling you that I have learned much from them.

I. FACT: ATTITUDES DETERMINE CONDUCT
A. In human behavior few things can be more vital than attitudes

1. at the root of success/failure in any enterprise will be “attitude”

2. true, knowledge, skill, ability certainly play their part

3. but “attitude” will usually decide the outcome

B. Think about this for just a moment...

1. despite great knowledge, skill, ability, a bad attitude can cause failure

2. despite some inadequacy in the same, good attitude can often overcome

3. when we think of attitudes, we are a realm that makes all the difference!

II. SO, WHAT ABOUT KINGDOM BEHAVIOR?
A. It is drastically different from that of the world!

1. each of the beatitudes challenges the world’s view at some point

2. my conviction is that this is what makes kingdom life so difficult for many

3. we too often are worldly people who’ve not surrendered the world’s view!

B. Phil 2:5-8 - Question: whose mind (attitude) is ours?

1. life in the kingdom is only possible if we are filled with Jesus’ disposition

2. otherwise, we will find ourselves struggling with every choice, decision

3. possessing the mind of Christ (thus, the beautiful attitudes) is no accident - we follow His example; we ingest His word; we pray for a receptive heart; we meditate upon the treasures of the word

III. THE BEAUTIFUL ATTITUDES?
A. Mt 7:28 - The inspired historian records, “The people were astonished”
1. little wonder ... everything He said flew in the face of their upbringing

2. but the truth is that everything He said challenges our own upbringing

B. Mt 5:3 - The destitute of spirit

1. seeing ones total inadequacy before God - “nothing in my hand I bring”

2. understanding that for any future hope I must depend on God

3. Ps 34:6 - a beautiful explanatory passage

C. Mt 5:4 - The mourners

1. the sorrow produced because of sin and in penitence

2. recognizing spiritual destitution would lead one to this mourning

3. Mt 26:75 - here was the sort of mourning of which Jesus spoke!

D. Mt 5:5 - The gentle (meek)

1. this gentleness toward others grows from a true assessment of self

2. this meekness is discipline to others which understands I am just a sinner

3. Isa 61:1,2 - connection between “meek” & “brokenhearted” & “mourn”

E. Mt 5:6 - The great hunger and thirst

1. the destitute, the mourners, the humble do not simply do nothing

2. perhaps Mt 7:24 helps us understand what this righteousness is

3. hungering & thirsting certain suggests attitude toward God, the word

F. Mt 5:7 - The merciful heart

1. “mercy” is a great characteristic of God toward man - Mi 7:18
2. His desire would be, then, that His children extend mercy to others

3. kingdom living is assuredly compassion toward distresses of others

G. Mt 5:8 - The pure heart

1. this is the heart in which there is no mixing of worldly elements

2. Prov 4:23 - a “mixed heart” will bring forth impurity!

3. remember, that impurity cannot exist in God’s presence! (Ps 140:13)

H. Mt. 5:9 - The peace making disposition

1. notice that it is not just the peaceful ... but the peace maker
2. peace between people? yes ... but more important peace with God

3. helping people to find peace with God through penitence and forgiveness is among the most noble of services one can offer!

I. Mt 5:10,11 - The enduring of suffering for the sake of righteousness

1. Jno 3:19,20 - righteous life is a testimony against unrighteous living!

2. a person living a kingdom life will experience unkindness (2 Tim 3:12)

3. but we are in good company - Mt 5:12 ... so, 1 Jno 3:13
CLOSE: Life as a kingdom citizen is all about attitudes. And the attitudes all go back to understanding how totally lost we are without Christ ... how totally dependent we are upon God’s forgiveness.
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