THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURES 

IN REVEALING THE HONORING OF GOD

REV 4:8-11

INTRO: In our text we are given a glimpse into heaven. And there we see magnificent things. Among them, we see twenty-four elders seated on twenty-four thrones, and we are privileged to hear them saying, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power...”  Heaven is a place where God is honored constantly! But what sort of place is earth? Can we say it is a place where God is honored? Is it really a place where God’s name may be found on the currency of our Nation but in which Satan is the “prime mover”? When I think of the scriptures one thing which comes to my mind is the way in which scripture reveals our God is to be honored. Honoring God is one of the great privileges we have as His creatures!

I. THE HONORING OF HIS NAME
A. Ex 20:7 - “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain”
1. likely a reference to any casual, light, frivolous, profane use of His name

2. names mean something to those who wear them ... and we rightly resent someone’s “besmirching” our name in any way

3. God’s name represents all of His attributes - to profane His name brings question to His existence!

B. Ps 111:9,10 - “holy and reverend is his name”
1. this has always been a passage of great significance to me

2. people ask me why I do not want to be called “Reverend Hutson” - why?

3. Ps 66:1,2 - would “awe” be fitting at the mere mention of His name?

II. HONORING HIM IN LIVES OF OBEDIENCE
A. Isa 58:13,14 - “..And shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways..”
1. clearly, the prophet speaks of obedience as the honoring of God!

2. and one dishonors Him by “doing his own thing, his own ways”

3. Mk 12:32,33 - this scribe knew what honoring God meant! He knew it was more than just ritually going through the motions

B. 1 Jno 3:22 - “..and do those things that are pleasing in his sight”
1. it does not take a genius I.Q. to understand that this honors God

2. listen to Eph 6:1-3 - inspiration clearly places obeying with honoring

3. it is, however, very much up to us to find in scripture that which we must obey ... so, 2 Tim 2:15
III. HONOR HIM IN WORSHIP
A. Deut 26:10,11,16 - “..set it before the Lord..and worship before the Lord..”

1. I most certainly understand that I am constantly a worshiper of God

2. but there are those “acts” which God prescribes as “worship”

3. for example, Gen 22:5 - “..will go yonder and worship..”
4. in worshiping as God prescribes He is honored!

B. But how is the worship of the Lord’s people now to be done?

1. remembering that the scriptures are sufficient, we search them

2. we are new covenant people - thus, our search is in the N.T. - what did the Christians of the N.T. do in their assemblies on the Lord’s day?

3. we know they assembled (Heb 10:25); we know they observed the Lord’s supper (Acts 20:7); we know they contributed (1 Cor 16:1,2); we know they sang and prayed (1 Cor 14:15); we know they studied the scriptures (1 Cor 14:19)

4. if we follow that pattern, we honor God in doing so!

IV. WE HONOR HIM WITH THE WORDS OF OUR MOUTHS
A. Ps 19:14 - “Let the words of my mouth..be acceptable in thy sight..”
1. Ps 116:10 & 2 Cor 4:13 - belief cannot help but speak

2. belief must speak to others in praise of God and our Lord Jesus

3. in Rev 4:10,11 & 5:12-14 the voice of praise & honor is heard

B. Heb 13:15 - “..the sacrifice of praise to God”
1. but do we give thought to how our words might dishonor him?

2. crude, coarse, thoughtless words do dishonor God - does Jas 3:9,10 speak to typical human speech? perhaps our own words?

3. notice in Ps 19:14 the close connection between ones words and what is in his heart!

CLOSE: Yes, He is worthy to be praised. He is worthy to be honored. Scripture clearly defines the how of our honoring Him. Is the way you are living today, this very day, honoring God?
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