THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES

IN REVEALING THE REMEDY FOR SIN

HEB 10:1-4,11-14
INTRO: In our last sermon study I discussed the human condition, and we read together Rom 5:12 which tells us plainly that “death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Is the human condition hopeless, then? Is there no remedy for this tragic condition? The good news is that there is indeed a remedy for sin. There is a Divine prescription which is revealed in the scriptures ... and only in the scriptures. Before the remedy can be “applied”, one must acknowledge his condition, his need. There can be little doubt that one of the most serious of all human problems is the admission of guilt for sin.  Incredibly, many prefer the malady to the cure ... if the cure involves admitting error!

I. SACRIFICE FOR SIN?
A. Gen 4:3,4 with Heb 11:4 - The earliest reference to sacrifice

1. what had happened which necessitated sacrifice?

2. Rom 5:14 - sin had come into the world

3. the blood sacrifice of Abel vs. Cain’s offering? Heb 9:22
4. clearly, this was an offering for sin

B. Lev 1:3,4 - Sin offerings of the old covenant

1. notice that this offering prescribed by God made “atonement for him”
2. then, there was that annual day of atonement - Lev 16:29,30,34
3. how many animals were killed & offered for atonement over the years?

4. but see Heb 10:1-4 - if this is all there ever could be, how hopeless would have been the human condition

II. BUT THERE IS MORE TO THE STORY...
A. Heb 10:5-14 - The sacrifice which could take away sins!

1. the sacrifices of animals were never intend to be a permanent “solution”

2. those sacrifices, as so many things of the Mosaic covenant, were just shadows of that which would come

3. v. 10 makes very clear the sacrifice which ended the animal sacrifices 

4. this is the “one sacrifice for sins for ever”
B. 2 Cor 5:21 - The incomparable sin offering

1. compare Isa 53:10
2. note Lev 16:6 - the high priest first had to offer for his own sins
3. but Jesus, who had no sins, was the perfect sacrifice for sins

4. in His death He became the sacrifice for our sins

C. 1 Jno 2:1,2 - The one great atoning sacrifice? Jesus

1. “advocate” refers to one who stands along side (a lawyer, for example)

2. and I do so much love the picture of His standing beside me before God

3. but His being the atoning sacrifice in my behalf is gracious, necessary

4. or, Jno 3:16
III. QUESTION: HOW DO I GET THE BENEFIT OF THE REMEDY?
A. The provision of a “remedy” is one thing - getting benefit is another

1. clearly, God, in His great love for His creation, provided the remedy

2. scripture tells us that He made provision before creation - 1 Pet 1:20
3. I thrill at the picture of Jesus in Rev 5:5,6
B. Happily, scripture gives us all of the information we need in this regard

1. I begin with reference to Col 2:12 and “through the faith of the...”

2. one must believe in the remedy! one must have faith it will work!

3. so, what instruction do we have? what needed information?

C. May I suggest a series of texts?

1. Mk 16:15,16 - belief and baptism are here prerequisite to salvation

2. Acts 2:37,38 - repentance and baptism prerequisite to remission

3. Acts 22:16 - baptism and the washing away of sins

4. Rom 6:3 - baptism is into the death (sacrifice) of Jesus

5. according to Col 2:12,13, when a person of faith and penitence is baptized, he is made alive again - a person dead because of sin (Eph 2:1) is alive again! the remedy works!

CLOSE: Sin is a killer. But that death because of sin does not need to be the end of your story. The remedy is revealed in scripture, and it is there because God loves you. But what you do with the remedy is a choice God has placed in your hands.
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