THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES

IN REVEALING THE HUMAN CONDITION

ISA 53:6

INTRO: Toleration, acceptance, self esteem and such are words and ideas which prevail in our society. A contemporary television commercial advertises self image training for little girls who find themselves in a society of great competition. Books like the best seller I’m O.K., You’re O.K. tell us that we are all just fine in the skin in which we live...no problems. And there may be some validity and need for all of the above. But I wonder if we have become so enamored with self that we have forgotten the true human condition. What began as an idyllic paradise for man in his relationship with God became a nightmarish situation because humankind was unresponsive to God.

I. THE NIGHTMARE BEGAN WHEN SIN CAME INTO THE WORLD
A. Rom 5:12 - Here is the picture of the human condition

1. Gen 3:8 - from communion to estrangement

2. when guilt enters our lives, we do not relish facing God!

3. and we try to hide from God in so many ways - but there is an inescapable fact...we cannot hide from God!

4. sin quickly developed into thorns and thistles ... and family crisis

B. But sin ruins all it touches

1. Isa 57:20,21 - there was no peace for Adam and Eve

2. and sin, because of its immediate consequences, disturbs ones peace!

3. but many choose these days to ignore the fact of sin

4. and society is awash in the sordid consequences of sin!

C. Rom 3:23 verbalizes the reality of the human condition - sin

II. WHY IS SIN SO PERVASIVE?
A. A simple fact: sin has many attractive sides

1. Satan portrays sin in the most attractive packaging

2. and Satan has lots of help in “selling” the package

3. it appeals to eyes, to tastes, to ego - desires are whetted 

B. The apostle John wrote this: 1 Jno 2:16

1. these things were exactly the appeal to Eve - Gen 3:6

2. and not one thing has changed in all the years since ... the appeal of sin is so very real - people become immersed in the carnal life

3. Rom 8:7 - God may be acknowledged as “existing” - but not in any personal way such that His will is acknowledged (more and more, people question even the existence of God - Ps 14:1
III. SO, WHAT IS THE HUMAN CONDITION?
A. Do we understand the term “dead”?

1. Rom 5:12 - because of sin “death passed upon all men”
2. why? “for that all have sinned”
3. and the death here is not the physical phenomenon of caskets/graves

4. Eph 2:1-3 - “dead” in God’s eyes because of sin

B. Consider Eph 2:12
1. a life apart from God is a no hope life ... because one is dead

2. is such a life appealing, fun, etc.? I have no doubt that it is

3. see Eph 4:17-19 - this lifestyle, then and now, is that of the world

4. but I keep seeing “alienated from the life of God” 

C. 2 Cor 4:3,4 - “Lost” is another descriptive word without hope

1. Lk 15:24 puts both of these words together significantly

2. “lost” describes so well the human condition

3. notice, too, Lk 15:6,7 - are you one of the lost?

IV. THE HUMAN HOPE? TO LIVE AGAIN
A. And I am not speaking here of the great resurrection at time’s end

1. true, I look forward to that time when the dead come from their graves

2. Jno 5:28,29 - such a day is coming at a time known only to God

B. But Jno 5:24-26 - This is the great human hope

1. it is only possible, though, through hearing the message of Christ

2. it is not possible in carnal living - today’s pervasive lifestyle

C. Col 2:12,13 - Notice “risen with him” and “quickened together”
1. believing, penitent people who are baptized are made alive again!

2. people dead in sins are buried and are raised to walk with new life - Rom 6:4,5
CLOSE: “Dead” and “lost” are not particularly pretty words conveying attractive word pictures. But they describe the human condition. They do not have to describe your condition, however. Heaven awaits your decision this morning.
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