A TIME FOR FAITHFULNESS

MK 13:9-13

INTRO: In our last lesson from Mk 13 we heard Jesus prophesy the fall of Jerusalem and the temple. His disciples simply could not imagine a world without the great temple. They did not, however, question the accuracy of His prophesy. Still, they wanted to know when these things would take place. Reason? Well, one reason is probably that they could only think of the temple’s destruction in conjunction with the end of the Messianic age ... which they equated with the end of the world. So, four of the apostles came to Jesus privately and inquired about these things. And Jesus gave them answers which were really more than that for which they had asked. But their “when” question to Him had to be answered in view of truth and fact ... not just Jewish thought. So, we continue this evening.

I. JESUS FIRST SPOKE OF MISLEADING SIGNS OF JERUSALEM’S FALL
THEN HE SPOKE OF THE SITUATION OF THE DISCIPLES
A. There would arise a great persecution of Christians - Mk 13:9,11
1. reading through the book of Acts, we see the development of this

2. as the leaders (apostles) were hauled into courts, the Holy Spirit would give them the words to speak “for a testimony against them”

3. this persecution developed throughout the Roman world

B. Families would be terribly divided by the faith in Christ - Mk 13:12
1. Jesus had spoken of such possibilities at Mt 10:32-37

2. “a man’s foes shall be they of his own household” - tragic picture

3. and such is still the situation within families ... but Jesus spoke of a betrayal which would lead to a Christian family member’s being killed! (there is historical evidence that during Nero’s persecution Christians betrayed Christians)

C. Christians would become a “hated sect” - Mk 13:13a
1. interestingly, the church had begun with favor of the people (Acts 2:27)

2. but Acts 28:22 - “concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against”
3. Acts 24:5 - here is how Paul and Christians were viewed!

D. Jesus, however, sprinkled all of this awfulness with words of hope

1. Mk 13:13b - “the same shall be saved”

2. there are at least two possibilities in this statement

a. steadfast faithfulness assuredly leads to ultimate salvation

b. but it is probable that Jesus was referring to the end of Jerusalem and the fact that Christians would survive that horror (Lk 21:18,19)

3. we think, and reasonably so, of the larger picture of eternal salvation 

E. Too, there is Mk 13:10 to consider

1. while all of these things would be happening, the gospel was preached

2. before Jerusalem could fall and Judaism come to its final end, the gospel had to be proclaimed “among all nations”
3. Col 1:23 - it was not long after these words that the siege of Jerusalem began ... and the temple was destroyed

II. THE REAL SIGNS OF THE END?
A. “But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation...” - Mk 13:14
1. this language is taken from Dan 9:27, 11:31, 12:11
2. in Hebrew the expression lit. means “the profanation that appals”

3. Lk 21:20 identifies this as “armies” - doubtless, the Roman army representing everything pagan! 

4. pagan Romans with their ensigns and effigies stood where they ought not!

B. This would be the time for Christians to “flee to the mountains”
1. vv. 15-18 give us the urgency, haste of the flight from Jerusalem

2. history tells us that many Judean Christians did flee to Pella

3. v. 19 is far from exaggeration ... history speaks of over a million people who died in the Roman siege of Jerusalem ... the siege lasted 3½ years

4. v. 20 clearly indicates the providence of God with reference to the length of the siege ... and it was “for the elect’s sake” that this shortening of “those days” was done

CLOSE: Once again, there is the assurance of hope. Jerusalem and the temple would fall. But the church would survive! That word “chosen” becomes an important New Testament word! So, 2 Thes 2:13,14. Have you responded to His call through the gospel?


Cecil A. Hutson

02 November 2008

