 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES

IN REVEALING JESUS, THE CHRIST

MT 1:18-23

INTRO: “Tell me the story of Jesus, write on my heart every word; tell me the story most precious, sweetest that ever was heard.” He lived only 33 years or so upon the earth. Only three and a half years of His life are really very well known. Yet, human history was forever changed by this man whom we know to be the Son of God. He was born or poor parents who lived in an obscure and uncultured town in Galilee. He was apparently trained as a carpenter and was known by the people of His little town by his trade...”the carpenter”. The stunning words of Jno 1:1 with 1:14 tell us Jesus is “the Word”, that “the Word was God” and that “the Word was mad flesh, and dwelt among us” remind us that telling the story of Jesus is to tell the greatest story ever told! And scripture is our only reliable information source for this “story”.

I. SCRIPTURE REVEALS PROPHECY CONCERNING HIM
A. Deut 18:15 - the “prophet” to whom “ye shall hearken” (Acts 3:22,26)

B. Isa 7:14 - His being born of a virgin (Mt 1:22,23)

C. Micah 5:2 - His being born in Bethlehem (Mt 2:1,5,6)

D. Ps 41:9 - His being betrayed by a friend (Jno 13:18)

E. Ps 22:16,18 - His being crucified (Mt 27:35)

F. Ps 16:10 - His resurrection (Acts 2:24,27)

II. SCRIPTURE REVEALS HIS GREAT TEACHING
A. true, history has had its great teachers, philosophers

B. but unless you are an avid historian, their names are forgotten

C. Jesus’ teachings are so very different, so uplifting, so hopeful

D. Jno 7:46 and Mk 11:18 - His contemporaries recognized the difference

E. the Sermon on the Mount, the parables, Johannine discourses

F. Mt 5:44,45 and 7:12 - such profound teachings as these were/are dramatically different from the typical view of things

III. SCRIPTURE REVEALS HIS SUBSTITUTIONARY DEATH 
A. “There was one who was willing to die in my stead, that a soul...”

B. the New Testament is filled with his substitutionary death

C. Rom 3:23-26 - Jesus is our atoning sacrifice!

D. 1 Pet 2:22-24 - He “did no sin” - He “bare our sins...on the tree”
E. 1 Pet 3:18 - notice “the just for the unjust” - clearly, He took our place!

F. Rom 6:3 - the benefits of His substitutionary death come in baptism

IV. SCRIPTURE REVEALS HIS GLORIOUS RESURRECTION
A. every cemetery in our world seems to speak of death’s finality

B. we bury our dead ... but do we do it in hope of the resurrection?

C. Lk 23:55,56-24:1 - even those closest to Him were not expectant

D. Lk 24:6,7 - are there more wonderful words than these? “He is risen”
E. we were not there to see the pierced hands and feet of Jesus - alive after having been crucified - do we ever wonder?

F. but scripture confirms in powerfully the fact - He is risen (so, 1 Cor 15:22)

V. SCRIPTURE REVEALS HIS KINGDOM OVER WHICH HE NOW REIGNS
A. true, His kingdom did not/does not meet the contemporary expectations

B. people expected a Messianic kingdom similar to David’s kingdom, reign

C. Jno 6:15 - Jesus refused to be the sort of king they expected

D. He would later tell Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world” (Jno 18:36)

E. yet, Mk 9:1 - there was no doubt of His kingdom’s imminent coming

F. Col 1:13 - it is here! and as we read and study the NT we realize the church is that kingdom of which He spoke (Mt 16:18,19)

VI. SCRIPTURE REVEALS HE IS COMING AGAIN
A. Jno 14:1-3 - Here are words by which to live!!!

B. that resurrection I mentioned is guarantee of our own resurrection

C. and that occurs on God’s time table ... but it will occur

D. so, 1 Thes 4:13-5:2 - I have no idea of the time - I just believe 

E. Mt 24:42-46 - our “lot” in life? to be His faithful, obedient servants

F. His coming again speaks volumes of our need to always ready for Him - are you ready for the Lord to come?

CLOSE: Scripture tells us everything we need to know about Jesus, the Christ. Have you done everything you need to do to prepare for His coming?
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