THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES IN REVEALING GOD

EX 20:1-7
INTRO: When I refer to the sufficiency of the scriptures, I refer to the belief that everything one needs to know to live a life of godliness is revealed therein. Beyond scripture, there is no God given revelation. When one comes to the scriptures to learn, he must come with the confidence that righteousness as God defines it is revealed within the pages of holy writ. Sufficiency ... the message is whole, complete and the same for all. The scriptures reveal to us the God Whom we worship. Everything we need to know about God will be found in this book we call the Bible. Now, are there questions I may have about God which are not answered? Perhaps. But everything I need to know about Him He has taken pains to reveal in the scriptures.

I. WHAT THE SCRIPTURES REVEAL ABOUT HIM?
A. God is eternal ... without beginning, without ending

1. Deut 33:27 - “the eternal God is thy refuge...”
2. Ex 3:14 - “I am hath sent me unto you”
3. can I truly comprehend “eternal”? in honesty, no - but I understand aging and obsolescence 

4. God has always been and will always be - so, Deut 31:8

B. God is holy ... absolutely pure and without sin

1. 1 Pet 1:15,16 - “be ye holy; for I am holy”
2. 1 Jno 1:5 - “and in him is no darkness at all”
3. the holiness of God is the “hub” from which all other qualities extend

4. this attribute may have been lost in a sentimentalizing of God - but it must never be forgotten or minimized!

C. God is gracious ... God’s grace is the reason for our hope

1. Ex22:27 - “for I am gracious”
2. Ps 8:3-5 - is this a thrilling realization of God’s graciousness?

3. Eph 2:7 - “the exceeding riches of his grace...”
4. the thoughtfulness of God toward His creation is a wonderful fact

D. God is merciful ... I do not want justice! I want mercy!

1. Deut 4:30,31 - “the Lord thy God is a merciful God”
2. notice the stipulation in v. 30 ... “if thou turn...and be obedient”
3. Ps 103:8 - observe how grace and mercy “travel” together - see Eph 2:4,5
4. what we begin to see is that grace and mercy are not without a human response ... the turning and obedience are historically typical!

E. God is love ... perhaps in these days the best known attribute

1. 1 Jno 4:8,16 - “for God is love”
2. 1 Jno 4:10 - “but that he love us and sent his Son...”
3. 1 Jno 2:3-5 - we must not forget this as we think of His love for us

4. God’s love is not unconditional - it must always be seen through the holiness of God

F. God is jealous ... God is the God of expectations

1. Ex 34:11-14 - “whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God”

2. Deut 29:18-20 - He is provoked to jealousy by unfaithfulness

3. 1 Cor 10:20-22 - here are verses which tell us something very important about our God!

4. He will not stand for his people’s careless flirtations with error!

G. God is just ... He is not inequitable in His dealings with humanity

1. Isa 45:21 - “a just God”
2. Ezek 18:25-29 - the claim was, “God is not fair”

3. the word “just” - “conforming to a standard of correctness” ... “the quality of being..impartial, or fair”

4. note Rom 2:6-11 - we can depend on God’s being absolutely fair

H. God is longsuffering ... but there comes an end to it

1. Ps 86:15 - “a God full of..longsuffering”
2. 2 Pet 3:9,10a - our time for repenting and obeying is now

3. and in scripture we have adequate warning of the frailty of life - the brevity of life

4. oh, so many have waited too long to bring their lives into harmony with God’s will ... and death comes without change - “Almost persuaded ... but lost”

CLOSE: God wants us to know Him. And He has revealed everything we need to know in scripture. Oh, yes, the heavens do declare the glory of God, and the firmament does show His handiwork (Ps 19:1). But one must come to the scriptures to truly know Him. Beyond the scriptures, there is no inspired information!
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