THE WIDOW’S MEMORABLE GIFT

MK 12:41-44

INTRO: Some years ago I visited a coin shop in San Antonio. I am not a coin collector, but I curious about a great many things. I had read Mark’s account of the widow’s mite for years, but I had never seen one of the coins to which Jesus referred. So, I asked the owner of the shop if he had a widow’s mite. To answer my question he reached into a cabinet and took from it a very small coin. It was, he told me, a coin of the sort described in the gospel of Mark. I thought I might purchase the little coin, but it is obviously worth much more now than it was in Jesus’ day! It was enough that I had finally seen the coin. There are some worthwhile lessons in this little incident enshrined in scripture.

I. LET’S SET THE STAGE FOR THIS INCIDENT
A. Jesus has had several tense encounters with “enemies”

1. each incident was designed to “catch him in his words” (12:13)

2. the storm clouds are gathering around Him - the “end” is near

3. so, for a quiet moment Jesus sits “over against the treasury” (12:41)

B. Between Court of Gentiles & Court of Women was the Gate Beautiful

1. in the Court of the Women were thirteen “collection boxes” (“trumpets”)

2. each was devoted to some special need of the temple

3. into these people cast their contributions  - and Jesus “beheld” (12:41b)

II. THE GREAT CONTRAST HE NOTICED
A. “...many that were rich cast in much...” (Mk12:41c)

1. perhaps it is worthwhile to mention the He knew (knows) their giving

2. were they making some “show” of their offering? (Mt 6:1,2)

3. some do flaunt their wealth and use it as “leverage”

B. “...a certain poor widow...threw in two mites...” (Mk 12:42)

1. so, we now see the contrast between “much” and “little”

2. the human perspective might tend to think the “much” more significant

3. that is certainly the contemporary view of things - memorials to “much”

III. THE GREAT LESSONS FOR HIS DISCIPLES
A. “Much” and “little” do not depend on amounts
1. “...this poor widow hath cast more in...” (Mk 12:43)

2. certainly not in terms of the amount of her contribution

3. but Jesus memorialized the “little” - her contribution amounted to little

B. Jesus did not criticize the “giving” of the wealthy

1. but they probably did not miss, practically speaking, what they gave

2. this poor widow “cast in all that she had” (Mk 12:44)

3. a widow in Jesus’ time was in a pathetic situation - livelihood would be difficult at best - and she gave all she had on that day!

IV. SOME LESSONS WE CAN LEARN?
A. God is not indifferent to our giving

1. may go to extremes to assure the right hand knows not what the left does

2. but God most assuredly takes note of our giving

3. Mal 3:8 - we contribute in full sight of our Lord!

B. Our giving is a reflection of our love for God and His work

1. we must remember that God knows the motives of our actions

2. true, the many were giving their contributions - I know not their motives - but this widow most assuredly gave from a heart of love

3. 2 Cor 8:8,24 - We tend to give expensively to one we love

C. God judges our giving based on what one has

1. notice 2 Cor 8:2 - out of poverty they still gave surprisingly

2. this principle was at work in the situation of the poor widow

3. 2 Cor 8:12 - both the quantity and quality of our giving are of concern 

D. Genuine willingness is a key to the quality of our giving

1. 1 Cor 8:12a sets out a very important truth

2. knowing the nature of the Pharisees and Sadducees and what the Lord said about them, I suspect their offerings were badly motivated

3. how willing are we to give that we could spend on ourselves? - the poor  widow was apparently very willing

E. Trusting in God is certainly an underpinning of acceptable giving

1. this widow could legitimately have kept one mite for herself - but, no!

2. she was in the temple to worship ... evidently a true worshiper - to give all  her living she must have trusted that God would provide

3. 2 Cor 9:8 - willing, cheerful, sacrificial giving is possible only in trust!

CLOSE: After experiencing tense, badly motivated encounters, this must have been very refreshing to the Lord. This poor widow’s giving sets a very high standard for us ... for people who live affluently. Do we come near meeting that standard?
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