THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES

JUDE 1:3

INTRO: I have in my library a set of three very thick books entitled The Creeds Of Christendom”. The premise undergirding all of these creeds, dating back hundreds of years, I assume was some concern for the inadequacy of the scriptures. As the creeds developed over time, they came to represent the unique beliefs of particular religious groups. The creedal statements distinguished one group from the others. Further, it is not too difficult to find in these creedal statements doctrines divergent from that which is revealed in scripture. It is accurate to say, then, that the creeds of Christendom have been divisive in their effect. Are the scriptures sufficient? If they are, creeds of human origin are unnecessary and harmful.

I. LISTEN TO WHAT THE SCRIPTURES SAY...
A. Deut 4:2 - 12:32 - Prov 30:6 - Rev 22:18,19
1. historically, scripture has warned against adding, subtracting

2. the only way to obey God’s commands is as they are revealed

B. Jude 1:3
1. “the faith” - a reference to that body of truth believed

2. “once” is from word meaning “once, for all time” - thus, the body of truth has been revealed and is sufficient for all time! contend for it

C. 2 Tim 3:14-17
1. these verses declare without ambiguity the sufficiency of scriptures

2. certainly one would wonder what more could be needed for salvation, spiritual growth and spiritual maturity!

D. 2 Pet 1:2-4
1. by the time Peter writes he can say, in effect, “We have all we need”

2. there is no doubt that Peter would claim sufficiency of the scriptures

E. Four propositions based on these texts:

1. the scriptures are complete

2. the scriptures are sufficient

3. the scriptures are exclusive

4. the scriptures are understandable

II. PROBLEMS?
A. There are the latter day “revelations”

1. these purport to have been received from God 

2. each is unique to a particular religious group founded by man/woman

3. each is contradictory to scripture in numerous points

4. yet, adherents are ardent in their acceptance of them

B. There are the creeds and governing documents

1. of these we made mention earlier

2. though some are general, many are unique to religious groups

3. these govern the beliefs and practices of those groups

4. the group can only exist as a group with its special document

C. Faulty interpretation

1. “well, it doesn’t say we can’t” - the view of John Calvin

2. “I don’t believe a loving God...” - the view of universalists

3. “the Bible is a horse and buggy document” - post modernists

4. “truth is in the eye of the beholder” - my truth, your truth ... but no absolute truth

III. WHAT IS NEEDED?
A. Humility of mind

1. egotism, pride, prejudice, preconceived ideas are ruinous 

2. Micah 6:8 - humbleness of mind lets one receive instruction from God

B. Readiness of mind

1. a readiness to accept the discoveries in truth is a “must” - no “yes, but”

2. 1 Sam 3:10 - arguing with scripture will not bring spiritual satisfaction

C. A searching mind

1. Acts 17:11 - there is so much religious speculation in the world

2. so, one must be willing to search the scriptures for truth of the matter

D. A diligence of mind

1. mental laziness will not bring one to truth of the scriptures - may be one of the reasons for so many creedal statements

2. 2 Tim 2:15 - exploring for truth takes effort!

CLOSE: I have often hear this. “God said it, I believe it. That settles it.” But I hear someone take issue with that thought ... and put it this way. “God said it. That settles it.” Whether or not I believe it does not change the truth. The fact is, the scriptures are sufficient to all of my moral, ethical and spiritual needs!
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